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In order to rationalize the system of evaluation of applications for inland treasure hunting or shipwreck recovery
permits, and as recommended by the Technical Review Committee on Treasure Hunting constituted under
Memorandum Order No. 48 dated January 27, 1999, the following criteria are hereby issued pursuant to
Memorandum Order No. 389 dated July 26, 1996 and in accordance with Presidential Decree No. 1726-A dated
October 1, 1980.

Section 1. Scope and Coverage. — Treasure hunting permits shall be issued for the following:

a. All inland treasure hunting activities in government properties or portions of the public domain. These involve
any and all inland activities such as but not limited to locating, digging or excavating, securing, transporting and
disposition of recovered treasures.

b. All shipwreck recovery activities. These involve any and all underwater activities such as but not limited to
surveying, locating and exploring, salvaging and recovery of sunken vessels and all cargoes and other valuable
items therein, including the process of securing, preservation, documentation and disposition of the salvaged or
recovered valuables.

Treasures found in private properties shall be governed by the Civil Code, in accordance with Sec. 7 of P.D. No.
1726-A.

Section 2. Qualified Applicants. — The following individuals or entities may apply for treasure hunting permits:

a. For inland treasure hunting activities: Individuals, single proprietorships, partnerships or corporations may
apply for inland treasure hunting permit. Applicants must be able to show verifiable documentary and/or
testimonial proof of existence of the claimed hidden treasures. They must also prove personal and/or corporate
integrity, and financial and technical capability to undertake the project.

b. For shipwreck recovery: Only corporations or partnerships duly registered with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) may apply for shipwreck recovery permit. Applicants must be able to show verifiable
documentary and/or testimonial proof of existence of the shipwreck and valuable cargo, and prove financial and
technical capability to undertake shipwreck recovery operation.

Section 3. Criteria/Guidelines for the Technical Evaluation. — The legal, technical, financial and operational
capabilities of the applicant shall be evaluated in accordance with the following criteria or guidelines:

a. Legal and Administrative Capability

1. The applicant must accomplish and submit the prescribed Personal and/or Corporate Information Sheet.

2. To validate personal and/or corporate circumstances, the following documents should be submitted:
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2.1. National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) clearance

2.2. Philippine National Police (PNP) clearance

2.3. Local Police clearance and

2.4. Provincial/City Prosecutor's clearance.

The same clearances apply to all project consultants and personnel.

3. Applicants of foreign nationality shall also submit:

3.1. a copy of their Alien Certificate of Registration (ACR)

3.2. a certification of good moral character

3.3. technical and financial capability authenticated by their respective Consular Offices and validated by the
Philippine Consular offices.

4. For corporations and/or partnerships:

4.1 the applicant must secure from the SEC a certificate of good corporate standing

4.2 the applicant must show evidence of corporate mandate to engage in the Project.

4.3 submit certified true copies of the following:
4.3.1 SEC Articles of Registration

4.3.2 Board resolutions authorizing the Project and appointing a Project Officer, and

4.3.3 Mayor's Permit where the business is located.

5. Where the area to be affected involves both public and private land, i.e. it is situated in government property or
a portion of public domain but the diggings are bound to affect neighboring lands which are privately owned, the
applicant must show proof of the consent of property owner where the project is located.

6. The applicant must submit a certified true copy of notarized Joint Venture Agreement(s), if any.

b. Technical Capability

1. The applicant for treasure hunting must describe in detail the following:

1.1.

vicinity/location;

1.2.

applicant's reasons for concluding that hidden treasures exist or can be recovered from the site;

1.3.

procedures and processes to be employed to recover the hidden treasure/appropriate technologies that will be
utilized in the various stages of the operations;

1.4.

extent and program of work (locating, digging and excavating activities) to be done including the required
number of days, project phasing and schedule of activities;
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1.5.

nature and extent of damages to the environment, if any; and the applicant's proposed restoration program and
budget. This shall be the basis for the assessment and submission of the required surety bond for the restoration
works;

1.6.

equipment specifications, mode of acquisition and cost estimates;

1.7.

breakdown of estimated project costs.

2. The applicant for shipwreck salvaging must describe in detail the following:

2.1

vicinity/location;

2.2

applicant's reasons for concluding the existence of a shipwreck with cargo or items that are valuable and worth
recovering from the site;

2.3

appropriate technologies that will be utilized in the various stages of the operations;

2.4

nature and extent of damages to the environment, if any; and the applicant's proposed restoration program and
budget. This shall be the basis for the assessment and submission of the required surety bond for the restoration
works;

2.5

project phasing, work program and schedule of activities in such form as may be required by the Technical
Review Committee;

2.6

equipment specifications, mode of acquisition and cost estimates;

2.7

breakdown of estimated project costs.

3. The applicant shall submit a list of experts/technical consultants they intend to hire. Contracts and agreements,
if any, shall accompany respective professional resumes.

c. Financial Capability - To facilitate the financial evaluation, the following documents will be required:

1. project financial statements including monthly projection of cash flow requirements from pre-operating
phase to end of project;

2. bank guarantees, credit lines and cash deposits and other proofs or evidences of the sources of funding or
access to financing;

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library PRESCRIBING THE CRITERIA FOR THE TECHNICAL EVALUATI...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 5

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



3. certified true copies of audited corporate financial statements;

4. bank references;

5. latest income tax returns.

d. Managerial and Operational Capability - To evaluate managerial and operational capability, the following
information and documents must be submitted:

1. Table of organization and compensation schedule;

2. Profile of shareholders/investors, officers and project management team.

Section 4. Required Documents. — Documents required in support of the applications as stated in Annex "A"*,
which forms part of this Memorandum Order, shall be submitted by applicants.

Section 5. Effectivity. — This Memorandum Order shall take effect immediately.

Adopted: 31 May 1999

By Authority of the President:

(SGD.) RONALDO B. ZAMORA
Executive Secretary

[*] Text Available at Office of the National Administrative Register, U.P. Law Complex, Diliman, Quezon City.
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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