MEMORANDUM ORDERS - AUGUST 2, 2013

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT TO IMMEDIATELY SPEARHEAD THE TRANSFER OF
INFORMAL SETTLER FAMILIESLIVING IN DANGER AND HIGH-RISK
AREAS

MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 57, August 02, 2013

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/51fff3b09db8/

WHEREAS, it is a declared policy of the State under Article I, Section 5 of the 1987 Constipation that “[t]he
maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, and property, and the promotion of the general
welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of the blessings of demaocracy;”

WHEREAS, it is also a declared policy of the State under Article I, Section 9 of the 1987 Constitution “to
promote a just and dynamic social order that will ensure the prosperity and independence of the nation and free
the people from poverty through policies that provide adequate social services, promote full employment, arising
standard of living, and improved quality of lifefor al;”

WHEREAS, the Socia Justice provisions of the Constitution, under Article XI11, Section 9 thereof, mandate that
“[t]he State shall, by law, and for the common good, undertake, in cooperation with the private sector, a
continuing program of urban land reform and housing which will make available at affordable cost, decent
housing and basic services to under-privileged and homeless citizens in urban centers and resettlement areas. It
shall also promote adequate employment opportunities to such citizens. In the implementation of such program
the State shall respect the rights of small property owners;”

WHEREAS, under Article XI1I1, Section 10 of the 1987 Constitution, further mandates that “urban or rural poor
dwellers shall not be evicted nor their dwelling demolished, except in accordance with law and in a just and
humane manner. No resettlement of urban or rural dwellers shall be undertaken without adequate consultation
with them and the communities where they are to be relocated;”

WHEREAS, Section 28, in conjunction with Section 29, of Republic Act (RA) No. 7279 or the Urban
Development Housing Act of 1992 (UDHA) provides that the local government units (LGUS), in coordination
with the National Housing Authority (NHA), shall implement the relocation and resettlement of persons living in
danger areas such as esteros, railroad tracks, garbage dumps, riverbanks, shorelines, waterways, and in other
public places;

WHEREAS, as emphasized by the President in his State of the Nation Address (SONA) on 22 July 2013, the
Administration’s thrust is to: (i) provide refuge to our countrymen living in the aforesaid danger or high-risk
areas by providing them better housing, with access to public transport; (ii) prioritize their safety in properly
reassigning their residential locations after clearing the clogged waterways of our cities; and (iii) guarantee their
protection and well-being in this exercise by ensuring proper coordination among the government agencies
concerned;

WHEREAS, Section 4 of Executive Order (EO) No. 262 (s. 1987), as amended, provides that the Department of
Local Government (DLG) shall primarily assist the President in the exercise of general supervision over local
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governments; and,

WHEREAS, Section 5 of RA No. 6975 provides that the Department of the Interior and Local Government
(DILG) shall continue the powers and functions of the DLG.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Secretary of the Interior and Local Government is hereby directed to immediately
spearhead the transfer of informal settler families (ISFs) living in danger and high-risk areas to decent housing
sites, as may be applicable, and pave the way for the clearing of clogged waterways, pursuant to the DILG's
mandate under RA No. 6975 and EO 262, and the provisions of the UDHA.

In order to pursue this directive, the DILG shall coordinate with LGUs, the Presidential Commission for the
Urban Poor (PCUP), NHA and other relevant agencies of the Government.

This Memorandum Order shall take effect immediately.
DONE, in the City of Manila, this 2nd day of August, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Thirteen.
By Authority of the President:

(Sgd.) PAQUITO N. OCHOA, JR.
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 57, August 02, 2013

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



