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DIZON, J.:

Appeal taken by the Republic of the Philippines from the order of the Court of First Instance of Davao in Specia
Proceedings No. 1100 entitled "In the Matter of the Change of Name of Abundio Rotaquio" alowing petitioner
therein to change his family name from Rotaquio to Rota.

On November 7, 1960 Abundio Rotaquio filed a petition with the above-named court for a change of his surname
to "Rota", aleging that he was married and a bona fide resident of Davao City since 1945; that two of his four
minor children have been carrying the family name of "Rota" in their school records; that his family name
(Rotaquio) sounds like a Christian name and sometimes creates confusion among his friends and acquaintances;
that the use of the family name "Rotaquio” by him and his two other children sometimes evoke unfavorable
comments causing him embarrassment; and finally, their said family name has always been a handicap in his
social, business and officia dealings.

After the publication of the petition and after hearing the same, as well as the opposition filed by the Provincial
Fiscal of Davao, in representation of appellant, the lower court rendered the appeal ed judgment.

Main contention of the Government in this appeal is that there is no proper and reasonable cause for allowing
petitioner to change his family name.

It appears that petitioner is a married resident of the city of Davao; that he has four children of school age, two of
whom (Antonio and Celestina), for one reason or another, were enrolled under, and carry the family name Rota,
while the other two (Victor and Editha) were enrolled under, and carry the surname Rotaquio; that even when
petitioner was single, his surname was often taken for his Christian or given name, and on many occasions his
acquaintance addressed him as " Taquio”, or "Tags' or "Takoy" or as"Akoy".

We agree with the Solicitor General that the State has an interest in the name borne and used by individuals for
purposes of identification, and that the change of name is a mere privilege end not a matter of right, but it is
like-wise true that the authority may be granted by the courts if there is sufficient reason therefor: as when the
change is necessary to avoid confusion.

In the present case We believe that, as petitioner contends, his true surname gives rise to confusion because
people often take it as his Christian name. The change thereof, therefore, can not be considered as arbitrary or
whimsical, especially there being in this case no claim or pretense that petitioner seeks the change to achieve
some unlawful purpose.

WHEREFORE, the order appealed from is hereby affirmed, without costs.
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Concepcion, C.J., Reyes, JB.L., Makalintal, Bengzon, J.P., Zaldivar, Sanchez, Castro, Angeles, and Fernando,
JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-18971. January 29, 1968

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



