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WHEREAS, the second paragraph of Section 4, Article XIX of Republic Act No. 6734 provides that "[O]ther
National Government offices and agencies in the Autonomous Region which are not excluded under paragraph
(9), Section 2, Article V of this Organic Act, together with their personnel, equipment, properties and budgets
shall be placed under the control and supervision of the Regional Government pursuant to a schedule prescribed
by the Oversight Committee mentioned in Section 3, Article XIX of this Organic Act: Provided, however, That
the transfer of these offices and agencies and their personnel, equipment, properties and budgets shall be
accomplished within six (6) years from the organization of the Regional Government."

WHEREAS, the Oversight Committee has identified that the offices of the Department of Public Works and
Highways in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao may be immediately transferred to implement the
regional public works of the Autonomous Regional Government;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CORAZON C. AQUINO, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in
me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Transfer of Control and Supervision. The offices of the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) within the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) including their functions, powers and
responsibilities, personnel, equipment, properties, budgets and liabilities are hereby placed under the control and
supervision of the Autonomous Regional Government,

In particular, these offices are identified as the four (4) District Engineering Offices (DEO) in each of the four
provinces respectively and the three (3) Area Equipment Services (AES) located in Tawi-Tawi, Sulu and
Maguindanao (Municipality of Sultan Kudarat).

SEC. 2. Functions Transferred. The Autonomous Regional Government shall be responsible for highways, flood
control and water resource development systems, and other public works within the ARMM and shall exercise the
following functions:

- Undertake and evaluate the planning, design, construction and works supervision for the infrastructure
projects whose location and impact are confined within the ARMM;

- Undertake the maintenance of the infrastructure facilities within the ARMM and supervise the maintenance
of such local roads and other infrastructure receiving financial assistance from the National Government;

- Ensure the implementation of laws, policies, programs, rules and regulations regarding infrastructure projects
as well as all public and private physical structures within the ARMM;

- Provide technical assistance related to their functions to other agencies within the ARMM, especially the
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local government units;

- Coordinate with other national and regional government departments, agencies, institutions, and
organizations, especially the local government units within the ARMM in the planning and implementation of
infrastructure projects;

- Conduct continuing consultations with the local communities, take appropriate measures to make the services
of the Autonomous Regional Government responsive to the needs of the general public and recommend such
appropriate actions as may be necessary; and,

- Perform such other related duties and responsibilities within the ARMM as may be assigned or delegated by
the Regional Governor or as may be provided by law.

SEC. 3. Functions retained by the National Government. Functions not specified herein shall be retained by the
DPWH. These include, among others, the reserved powers of the National Government in accordance wife Article
V, Section 2, as well as those subject to specific provisions, of Republic Act No. 6734; Provided, that, the DPWH
and the Autonomous Regional Government may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with reference to
operationalizing these functions within the ARMM subject to the approval of the Office of the President;
Provided, however, that the operations of the National Government are not prejudiced.

SEC. 4. Standard setting. The National Building Code and other national engineering and construction standards
specified by law and/or prescribed by the Department of Public Works and Highways shall be adopted as
minimum standards by the Autonomous Regional Government. The Autonomous Regional Government,
however, may adopt stricter standards but at no time shall compromise national engineering and construction
standards.

SEC. 5. Programs and Projects. Locally funded projects of the offices mentioned in Section 1 hereof are hereby
transferred to the Autonomous Regional Government including project-hired staff, budgets, liabilities and assets
acquired.

Foreign-funded projects covered by existing loans or grant agreements shall continue to be the responsibility of
the DPWH. A Memorandum of Agreement may be entered into between the DPWH and the Autonomous
Regional Government insofar as implementation arrangements within the ARMM are concerned.

SEC. 6. Assets, Equipment, Buildings and Land. All existing assets and equipment of the four District
Engineering Offices and three Area Equipment Services within the ARMM are hereby turned over to the
Autonomous Regional Government.

Buildings and the land wherein these edifices are built, of the aforementioned offices within the ARMM are
hereby transferred to the Autonomous Regional Government.

SEC. 7. Budget. The balance of allotments outstanding for the current fiscal year as of the dale of effectivity of
this Executive Order and the fiscal accountability for capital outlays of locally-funded projects undertaken by the
four District Engineering Offices and three Area Equipment Services as well as the current operating expenses of
the said offices shall be transferred to the Autonomous Regional Government thru the withdrawal of the
appropriate advices of allotment by the Department of Budget and Management from the Department of Public
Works and Highways and subsequent release to the Autonomous Regional Government.

SEC. 8. Liabilities. The contract obligations entered into by the aforementioned District Engineering Offices and
Area Equipment Services will be assumed by the Autonomous Regional Government; Provided, that, the contract
obligations of the DPWH regional office for projects within the ARMM shall continue to be paid by the DPWH
regional office; Provided, further, that the National Government shall continue such levels of expenditures as may
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be necessary to carry out the functions devolved under Republic Act No. 6734 and this Executive Order;
Provided, finally, that the annual operating budget support for these offices devolved to the Autonomous Regional
Government shall terminate as soon as practicable.

SEC. 9. Personnel. All regular plantilla positions, whether filled or unfilled, of the aforementioned District
Engineering Offices and Area Equipment Services effectively assigned to or located in the four (4) provinces
within the ARMM as their official station, shall immediately be placed under the control and supervision of the
Autonomous Regional Government. The corresponding personal services budget shall henceforth be transferred
to the Autonomous Regional Government.

All personnel in the career service of the aforementioned District Engineering Offices and Area Equipment
Services shall be absorbed by the Autonomous Regional Government and shall retain their seniority rights,
compensation and other benefits in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Civil Service Commission.

Those who refuse to transfer to the Autonomous Regional Government shall have the following options: regular
retirement; absorption by their line department in another office or region based on the availability of position and
at the discretion of management; transfer to another department based on availability of position; or resignation.
Personnel separated from the service as a result of the implementation of this Executive Order shall, if entitled
thereto under existing laws, be given separation or other benefits.

SEC. 10. Attached Agencies. The control and supervision of DPWH-attached corporations and agencies, namely
the Local Water Utilities Administration, National Irrigation Administration and the National Water Resources
Board, despite having projects within the ARMM, shall be retained by the DPWH. The three attached agencies,
however, shall coordinate all their plans, programs and projects within the ARMM with the Regional Planning
and Development Board.

The Autonomous Regional Government, in the Provinces of Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao, will be vested with
similar authorities given to DPWH regional directors and district engineers as provided in the Water Code
including the power to grant temporary water permits and permits to drill wells subject to final approval of the
National Water Resources Board. In the Island Provinces of Tawi-Tawi and Sulu, the Autonomous Regional
Government shall assume all levels of authority including approval and regulation with reference to water rights.

SEC. 11. Special Assistance. The DPWH Regional Office shall provide the Autonomous Regional Government
technical assistance with reference to the implementation of the National Building Code, highway standards and
other national engineering and construction standards as specified by law and/or as prescribed by the Department
of Public Works and Highways.

SEC. 12. Separability Clause. If, for any reason, any part or provision of this Executive Order shall be held
unconstitutional or declared contrary to law, other parts or provisions hereof which are not affected thereby shall
continue to be in full force and effect.

SEC. 13. Effectivity. This Executive Order shall take effect fifteen days after publication in one (1) national
newspaper of general circulation and one (1) local newspaper of general circulation in the ARMM

DONE in the City of Manila, this 4th day of October, in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and ninety.

(Sgd.) CORAZON C. AQUINO

By the President:
(Sgd.) CATALINO MACARAIG, JR.
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 424, October 04, 1990

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 424, October 04, 1990

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


