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In order to implement the program of community development throughout the Philippines, to carry out effectively
the program of giving the rural population fair and full opportunities in the pursuit of a dignified and abundant
life, and to provide effective planning and coordinating machinery in insuring the success of the above policies, I,
RAMON MAGSAYSAY, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby
order:

SECTION 1. There is hereby created an advisory body to be known as the Community Development Planning
Council. The Council shall be composed of the Chairman of the National Economic Council, as Chairman, the
Executive Secretary, the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural Resources, the Secretary of Health, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Public Works and Communications, the Secretary of National Defense, the Social
Welfare Administrator, and three (3) private citizens who shall be appointed by the President and who shall hold
their positions at his pleasure, as members.

SEC. 2. The Chairman shall preside at the meetings of the Council, and in his absence, the member present who is
the ranking Secretary of Department shall preside. In his absence the Chairman may designate his representative
to attend the meetings of the Council. Each Secretary or Head of Department or other office of the Government
who is an ex-officio member of the Council may designate his representative to attend the meetings of the Council
in his absence.

SEC. 3. The Council shall have the following functions and activities:

(1) To formulate short and long range plans and institute measures in cooperation with existing agencies,
calculated to improve the rural economy and the proper utilization of manpower; improve health and promote
healthful living; promote community organization; develop youth and rural leadership; promote spirit of
self-help, self-reliance and self-respect; and improve community facilities.

(2) To coordinate and, if feasible, integrate the activities of the different branches, instrumentalities and
agencies of the government engaged in rural development projects in order to achieve maximum benefits,
effect economy, avoid duplication and overlapping of activities and loss of time.

(3) To bring as much as possible every facility of the government and of civic organizations into play for the
effective implementation of a nation-wide program for rural community development.

(4) To study and recommend legislation tending to improve the rural areas and people, especially that relating
to the financing of rural projects and the strengthening of local government.

(5) To promote and facilitate the organization of community development councils at provincial, municipal
and barrio levels and to help promote their growth and development.

(6) To submit annual reports of its activities or any other reports which the President may require from time to
time.
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(7) To administer wisely and judiciously the funds assigned to it by the President.

(8) To organize an administrative machinery for the proper functioning of the Council.

SEC. 4. The Council shall coordinate its community development activities with the nation-wide development
program of the National Economic Council and shall solicit the advice of the latter in matters involving policy,
planning, programming and financing of projects.

SEC. 5. The Council is hereby authorized to create local Councils to assist in the performance of its functions and
to adopt such rules and regulations as it may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this Order. It may secure
the services of officers and employees of any department, bureau, office, agency, or instrumentality of the
Government, including corporations owned or controlled by it, whose assistance it may require in accomplishing
its task.

Done in the City of Manila, this 16th day of August, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, and
of the Independence of the Philippines, the ninth.

(Sgd.) RAMON MAGSAYSAY
President of the Philippines

By the President:
(Sgd.) FRED RUIZ CASTRO
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 57, August 16, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 57, August 16, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


