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AUTHORITY OF THRIFT BANKSTO ISSUE FOREIGN LETTERS OF
CREDIT (LCS) AND PAY/ACCEPT/NEGOTIATE IMPORT/EXPORT
DRAFTSBILLSOF EXCHANGE

BSP CIRCULAR NO. 650, March 09, 2009

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/4bf6dda42e03/

Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 283 dated 19 February 2009, the Manual of Regulations for Banks
(MORB) is hereby amended, as follows:

SECTION 1. Subsec. 2101.7 on authority of thrift banks to issue foreign letters of credit (LCs) and
pay/accept/negotiate import/export drafts/bills of exchangeis hereby added and shall read, as follows:

“Subsec. X2101.7 Authority of thrift banks to issue foreign letters of credit (LCs)) and pay/accept/negotiate
import/export drafts/bills of exchange. With prior Monetary Board approval, thrift banks may be authorized to
issue foreign letters of credit (LCs) and pay/accept/negotiate import/export drafts/bills of exchange, subject to
compliance with the following conditions (at the time of application unless otherwise indicated):

a. Minimum capital requirement of P1.0 hillion;
b. Ten percent (10%) risk-based capital adequacy ratio (CAR);

c. CAMELS composite rating not lower than “3”, with Management component score not lower than “3” in
the latest examination of the bank;

d. Risk management system appropriate to its operations, characterized by clear delineation of responsibility
for risk management, adequate risk measurement system, appropriately structured risk limits, effective internal
control system and complete, timely and efficient risk reporting system;

e. Articles of incorporation which shall include among its powers or purposes, the issuance of foreign LCs and
payment/acceptance/negotiation of import/export drafts/bills of exchange (which may be submitted any time
prior to engaging in said activities);

f. Correspondent banking relationship or arrangement with reputable foreign banks (which should be in place
prior to engaging in said activities);

g. Appointment of the officer with actual experience of at least two (2) years as in-charge or at least as
assistant in-charge of import and export financing operations in a universal/commercial bank who will be
in-charge of the said operations (prior to engaging in said activities);

h. Appointment of bank personnel with actual experience and/or training of at least six (6) months in import
and export financing operations in a universal/commercia bank who will handle the said operations (prior to
engaging in said activities);

i. No net weekly regular and liquidity reserve deficiencies during the twelve (12) week period immediately
preceding the date of application;

j. No deficiency in asset and liquid asset cover for FCDU liahilities for three (3) months immediately preceding
the date of application;
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k. No deficiency in liquidity floor requirement for government funds held during the twelve (12) week period
immediately preceding the date of application;

I. No float items outstanding for more than sixty (60) calendar days in the “Due From/To Head
Office/Branches/Offices” and “Due from BSP’ accounts exceeding 1% of the total resources as of end of
month preceding the date of application;

m. No unbooked valuation reserves:

n. Compliant with ceilings on loans, other credit accommodations and guarantees to directors, officers,
stockholders, and their related interests (DOSRI) for the quarter immediately preceding the date of application;

0. Compliant with the single borrower’sloan limit (SBL);
p. Compliant with the limit on real estate and improvements, including bank equipment;
g. No uncorrected findings of unsafe and unsound banking practices,

r. Generally compliant with banking laws, rules and regulations, orders or instructions of the Monetary Board
and/or BSP Management; and

s. No past due obligations with the BSP or with any financial institution.

SECTION 2. Subsec. 2101.8 on application for authority to issue foreign letters of credit and pay/accept/negotiate
import/export drafts/bills of exchange is hereby added, and shall read as follows:

“Subsec. 2101.8 Application for authority to issue foreign letters of credit (LCs) and pay/accept/negotiate
import/export drafts/bills of exchange. An application for authority to issue foreign LCs and
pay/accept/negotiate import/ export drafts/bills of exchange shall be signed by the president of the bank or
officer of equivalent rank and shall be accompanied by a certified true copy of the resolution of the bank’s
board of directors authorizing the application.”

This Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days following its publication either in the Official Gazette or in a
newspaper of general circulation.

Adopted: 9 March 2009

FOR THE MONETARY BOARD:

(SGD.) AMANDO M. TETANGCO, JR.
Governor
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The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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