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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Sections eleven, twenty-eight, forty, forty-one, forty-two, the second, third, eleventh and twelfth
paragraphs of sections forty-nine, fifty, fifty-one, fifty-two, the second, third, fourth, fifth, seventh, tenth and
eleventh sub-paragraphs of the second paragraph of section fifty-four, and section sixty of Republic Act
Numbered Two hundred and ninety-six, as amended, are amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 11. Appointment and compensation of Justices of the Supreme Court.—The Chief Justice and the
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines, with the
consent of the Commission on Appointments. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall receive a
compensation of twenty-one thousand pesos per annum, and each Associate Justice shall receive a
compensation of twenty thousand pesos per annum. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall be so
designated in his commission; and the Associate Justices shall have precedence according to the dates of their
respective commissions, or, when the commissions of two or more of them bear the same date, according to
the which their commissions may have been issued by the President of the Philippines: Provided, however,
That any member of the Supreme Court who has been reappointed to that Court after rendering service in any
other branch of the Government shall retain the precedence to which he is entitled under his original
appointment and his service in the Court shall, to all intents and purposes, be considered as continuous and
uninterrupted.

"SEC. 28. Qualifications and compensation of Justices of Court of Appeals.—The Justices of the Court of
Appeals shall have the same qualifications as those provided in the Constitution for members of the Supreme
Court. The Presiding Justice of the Court of Appeals shall receive an annual compensation of sixteen thousand
pesos, and each Associate Justice, an annual compensation of fifteen thousand pesos.

"SEC. 40. Judges of First Instance.—The judicial function in Courts of First Instance shall be vested in District
Judges, to be appointed and commissioned as hereinafter provided: Provided, however, That those who are
District Judges at the time of the approval of this amendatory Act shall continue as such in their respective
districts without need of new appointments by the President of the Philippines and new confirmations by the
Commission on Appointments.

"SEC. 41. Limitation upon tenure of office.—District shall be appointed to serve during good behavior, until
they reach the age of seventy years, or become incapacitated to discharge the duties of their office, unless oner
removed in accordance with law.

“SEC. 42. Qualification and salary.—No person shall be appointed District Judge unless he has been ten years a
citizen of the Philippines and has practiced law in the Philippines for a period of not less than ten years or has
held during a like period, within the Philippines, an office requiring admission to the practice of law in the
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Philippines as an indispensable requisite.

“The District Judge shall receive a compensation at the rate twelve thousand pesos per annum.

"SEC. 49. Judicial Districts.—Judicial districts for ou of First Instance in the Philippines are constituted follows:

"The First Judicial District shall consist of the provinces of Cagayan, Batanes, Isabela, and Nueva Vizcaya;

"The Second Judicial District, of the Provinces of Ilocos Norte, IIocos Sur, Abra, City of Baguio, Mountain
Province and La Union;

* * * * * * *

"The Tenth Judicial District, of the Provinces of Camarines Sur, Albay, Catanduanes, Sorsogon and Masbate;

"The Eleventh Judicial District, of the Provinces of Capiz, Romblon and Iloilo, the City of Iloilo, and the
Province of Antique;

* * * * * * *

"SEC. 50. Judges of First Instance for Judicial Districts. —Five judges shall be commissioned for the First
Judicial District. Two judges shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Cagayan and Batancs, and shall
be known as judges of the first and second branches thereof, respectively, the judge of the second branch to
preside also over the Court of First Instance of Batanes; two judges shall preside over the Court of First
Instance of Isabela, and shall be known as the judges of the first and second branches thereof; and one judge
shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Nueva Vizcaya.

"Seven judges shall be commissioned for the Second Judicial District. Two judges shall preside over the Cour
of First Instance of IIocos Norte; two judges shall preside over the Court of First Instance of IIocos Sur; one
judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Abra; one judge shall preside over the Court of First
Instance of the City of Baguio and Mountain Province; and another judge shall preside over the Court of First
Instance o La Union.

"Six judges shall be commissioned for the Third Judicial District. Five judges shall preside over the Court of
First Instance of Pangasinan and shall be known as judges of the first, second, third, fourth and fifth branches
thereof respectively; two judges shall preside over the Court of
Instance of Lingayen to be known as the judges of the first branch and the second branch, respectively; two
judgesshall preside over the Court of First Instance of the third and fourth branches thereof, respectively, and
judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Urdaneta and shall be known as the judge of the fifth
branch. One judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Zambales.

"Five judges shall be commissioned for the Fourth Judicial District. Three judges shall preside over the Courts
of First Instance of Nueva Ecija and Cabanatuan City and shall be known as judges of the first, second, and
third branches thereof, respectively; and two judges shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Tarlac, and
shall be known as judges of the first and second branches thereof, respectively.

"Five judges shall be commissioned for the Fifth Judicial District. Two judges shall preside over the Court of
First Instance of Pampanga and shall be known as judges of the first and second branches thereof, respectively;
one judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Bataan; and two judges shall preside over the Court
of First Instance of Bulacan and shall be known as judges of the first and second branches thereof,
respectively.

"Eighteen judges shall be commissioned for the Sixth Judicial District. They shall preside over the Courts of
First Instance of Manila and shall be known as judges of the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1186, June 20, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 8

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



branches thereof, respectively.

“Eight judges shall be commissioned for the Seventh udicial District. Five judges shall preside over the Courts
of First Instance of the Province of Rizal, Quezon City and Pasay City and shall be known as judges of the
first, second, third, fourth and fifth branches thereof, repectively; two judges shall preside over the Courts of
First Instance of the Province of Cavite and the Cavite and Tagaytay, and shall be known as judges of the first
and second branches thereof, respectively; and one judge shall preside over the Court of First Palawan.

"Seven judges shall be commissioned for the Eighth Judicial District. Three" judges shall preside over the
Courts of First Instance of Laguna and the City of San Pablo, and shall be known as judges of the first, second
and third branches thereof, respectively; three jude shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Batangas
and the City of Lipa, and shall be known as judges of the first, second and third branches thereof, respectively;
and one judge shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Mindoro Oriental, Mindoro Occidental and
Marinduque.

"Four judges shall be commissioned for the Ninth Judicial District. Three judges shall preside over the Court
of First Instance of Quezon and shall be known as judges of the first, second and third branches thereof,
respectively; and one judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Camarines Norte.

"Seven judges shall be commissioned for the Tenth Judicial District, Three judges shall preside over the Courts
of First Instance of Camarines Sur and Naga City and shall be known as judges of the first, second and third
branches thereof, respectively; two judges shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Albay and Legaspi
City and of Catanduanes and shall be known judges of the first and second branches thereof; one judg shall
preside over the Court of First Instance of 1 Province of Sorsogon; and one judge shall preside over the Court
of First Instance of Masbate.

"Seven judges shall be commissioned for the Eleven Judicial District. Two judges shall preside over the Courts
of First Instance of Capiz and Romblon and shal be known as judges of the first and second branc thereof,
respectively, the judge of the first brand preside also over the Court of First Instance of Romblon; and four
judges shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of the Province of Iloilo and the City of Iloilo, and shall
be known as judges of the first, second, third and fourth branches thereof, respectively; and one judge shall
preside over the Court of First Instance of the Sfovince of Antique.

"Six judges shall be commissioned for the Twelfth Judicial district. Four judges shall preside over the Courts
of First Instance of Occidental Negros and the City of Bacolod, and shall be known as judges of the first,
second, third and fourth branches thereof, respectively; and two j0udges shall preside over the Courts of First
Instance of Oriental Negros, Dumaguete City and the sub-province of Siquijor.

"Nine judges shall be commissioned for the Thirteenth Judicial District. Three judges shall preside over the
Courts of First Instance of Samar and Calbayog City and shall be known as judges of the first, second and third
branches thereof, respectively; and six judges shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Leyte and the
Cities of Ormoc and Tacloban, and shall be known as judges of the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth
branches thereof, respectively.

“Six judges shall be commissioned for the Fourteenth Judicial District. Five judges shall preside over the
Courts of First Instance of the Province of Cebu and the City of Cebu, and shall be known as judges of the
first, second, third, fourth and fifth branches thereof, respectively; and one judge shall preside over the Court
tfjirst Instance of Bohol.

“Five judges shall be commissioned for the Fifteenth Judicial District. One judge shall preside over the Court
of First Instance of Surigao; one judge shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Agusan and Butuan
City; one judge shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Oriental Misamis and Cagayan de Oro City;
one judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance in the province of Bukidnon; and one judge shall
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preside over the Court of First Instance of Lanao and the Cities of Dansalan and Iligan.

"Nine judges shall be commissioned for the Sixteenth Judicial District. Three judges shall preside over the
Courts of First Instance of Davao and Davao City; two judges shall preside over the Court of First Instance of
Cotabato; one judge shall preside over the Courts of First Instance of Occidental Misamis and Ozamis City;
one judge shall preside over the Court of First Instance of Zamboanga del Norte; one judge shall preside over
the Courts of First Instance of Zamboanga del Sur and Zamboanga City; and one judge shall preside over the
Courts of First Instance of Sulu and Basilan City.

"SEC. 51. Detail of judge to another district or province.—Whenever a judge stationed in any province or
branch of a court in a province shall certify to the Secretary of Justice that the condition of the docket in Ms
court is such as to require the assistance of an additional judge, or when there is any vacancy in any court or
branch of a court in a province, the Secretary of Justice may, in the interest of justice, with the approval of the
Supreme Court and for a period of not more than three months for each time, assign any judge of any other
court or province whose docket permits his temporary absence from said court, to hold sessions in the court
needing such assistance, or where such vacancy exists. No judge so detailed shall take cognizance of any case
when any of the parties thereto objects and the objection is sustained by the Supreme Court.

"SEC. 52. Permanent stations of district judges.—The permanent station of judges of the Sixth Judicial Districi
shall be in the City of Manila.

"In other judicial districts, the permanent stations of the judges shall be as follows:

"For the First Judicial District, the judge of the firsi branch of the Court of First Instance of Cagayan shall be
stationed in the municipality of Tuguegarao, same province; the judge of the second branch, in the
municipality of Aparri, same province; one judge shall be statioi in the municipality of Ilagan, Province of
Isabela; one judge shall be stationed at Cauayan, Isabela; and another judge, in the municipality of
Bayombong, Province of Nueva Vizcaya.

"For the Second Judicial District, two judges shall be stationed in the municipality of Laoag, Province of Ilocos
Norte; two judges in the municipality of Vigan, Province of Ilocos Sur; one judge, in the City of Baguio,
Mountain Province; one judge, in the municipality of Bangued, Province of Abra; and one judge, in the
municipality of San Fernando, Province of La Union.

"For the Third Judicial District, two judges shall be stationed in the municipality of Lingayen, Province of
pangasinan; two judges shall be stationed in the City of Dagupan; and one judge in the municipality of Iba,
province of Zambales; and one in the municipality of Urdaneta.

"For the Fourth Judicial District, three judges shall be stationed in the City of Cabanatuan, and two judges in
the municipality of Tarlac, Province of Tarlac.

"For the Fifth Judicial District, one judge shall be stationed in the municipality of San Fernando, Province of
Pampanga; and one judge shall be stationed in the municipality of Guagua, Province of Pampanga; one judge
in the municipality of Balanga, Province of Bataan; and two judges, in the municipality of Malolos, Province
of Bulacan.

"For the Seventh Judicial District, the two judges of the first and second branches of the Court of First Instance
of Rizal shall be stationed in the municipality of Pasig, same province; that of the third branch, in Pasay City;
and those of the fourth and fifth branches, in Quezon City; one judge, in the municipality of Puerto Princesa,
Province of Palawan; and two judges, in the City of Cavite.

"For the Eighth Judicial District, two judges shall be stationed in the municipality of Biñan and the municipally
of Santa Cruz, Province of Laguna, respectively, and one judge, in the City of San Pablo; the judge of the first
branch of the Court of First Instance of Batangas shall be stationed in the municipality of Batangas, Province
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of Batangas; and those of the second and third branches, in the City of Lipa and the municipality Balayan,
Province of Batangas, respectively; and one judge, in the municipality of Calapan, Province of Mindoro
Oriental.

"For the Ninth Judicial District, the two judges shall be stationed in the municipality of Lucena, Province of
Quezon; one judge shall be stationed in the municipality of Gumaca, in the same province; and one judge, in
the municipality of Daet, Province of Camarines Norte.

"For the Tenth Judicial District, three judges shall be stationed in the City of Naga, Province of Camarines Sur;
two judges in Legaspi City; one judge, in the municipality of Sorsogon, Province of Sorsogon; and one judge
in the municipality of Masbate, Province of Masbate.

"For the Eleventh Judicial District, one judge shall be stationed in Roxas City and Romblon; and one judge, in
the municipality of Calivo, Province of Capiz; and four judges, in the City of Iloilo; and one judge in the
municipality of San Jose de Buenavista, Province of Antique.

"For the Twelfth Judicial District, four judges shall be stationed in the City of Bacolod; and two judges, in the
City of Dumaguete.

"For the Thirteenth Judicial District, the judge of the first branch of the Court of First Instance of Samar shall
be stationed in the municipality of Catbalogan, Province of Samar; the judge of the second branch, in the
municipality of Borongan, same province; and the judge of the third branch, in the municipality of Laoang,
same province; the judges of the first and second branches of the Court of First Instance of Leyte shall be
stationed in the City of Tacloban, the judge of the third branch, in the municipality of Maasin, Province of
Leyte; the judge of the fourth branch, in the municipality of Baybay, same prov ince; the judge of the fifth
branch, in the City of Ormoc; and the judge of the sixth branch, in the municipality of Carigara, Leyte.

“For the Fourteenth Judicial District, five judges shall tationed in the City of Cebu; and one judge, in the
municipality of Tagbilaran, Province of Bohol.

“For the Fifteenth Judicial District, one judge shall stationed in the municipality of Surigao, Province of
Surigao; one judge, in the City of Cagayan de Oro; one judge, in the City of Dansalan; one judge, in the
municipality of Malaybalay, Province of Bukidhon; and one Judge, in the City of Butuan.

"For the Sixteenth Judicial District, three judges shall be stationed in the City of Davao, Province of Davao;
two judges in the municipality of Cotabato, Province of Cotabato; one judge, in the municipality of Oroquieta,
Province of Occidental Misamis; one judge, in the municipality of Dipolog, Province of Zamboanga del Norte;
one judge, in the City of Zamboanga; and one judge in the municipality of Jolo, Province of Sulu."

"SEC. 54. Places and time of holding Court.—* * *

* * * * * * *

"Second Judicial District: At Bontoc, Mountain Province, on the first Tuesday of March, June, and November
of each year; and, whenever the interest of justice so require, a special term of court shall be held at Labuagan,
sub-province of Kalinga.

"Seventh Judicial District: At Coron, Province of Palawan, on the first Monday of June and November of each
rear; and at Cuyo, same province, on the second Thursday of June and November of each year.

“Eighth Judicial District: The judge shall hold special term at the municipalities of Lubang, Mambunao and
San Jose, Mindoro Occidental; Pinamalayan and Roxas, Mindoro Oriental, once every year, as may be
determined by him; at Boac, Province of Marinduque, on the first Tuesday of March, July and October of each
year.
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“Ninth Judicial District: At Infanta, Province of Quezon, for the municipalities of Infanta, Casiguran, Baler
and polillo, on the first Tuesday of JanuaryJune of each year.

"Eleventh Judicial District: At Culasi, Province of tique, on the first Tuesday of December of each year.

* * * * * * *

"Fifteenth Judicial District: At Cantilan, Province Surigao, on the first Tuesday of August of each year; a
special term of court shall also be held once a year in either the municipality of Tandag or the municipality of
Hinatuan, Province of Surigao, in the discretion of the district judge; at Mambajao, Province of Oriental
Misamis on the first Tuesday of March of each year. A special term of court shall, likewise, be held, once a
year, either in the municipality of Talisayan or in the municipality of Gingoog, Province of Oriental Misamis,
in the discretion of the district judge; at Iligan, Province of Lanao, on the first Tuesday of March and October
of each year, and at any time of the year at the municipality of Baroy.

"Sixteenth Judicial District: At Dipolog, Province of Zamboanga del Norte, terms of court shall be held at least
four times a year and in the municipality of Sindangan of said province, on dates to be fixed by the district
judge; at Pagadian, Zamboanga del Sur, at least three times a year; at Isabela, City of Basilan, at least four
times a year on dates to be fixed by the district judge; at Baganga and Mati, Province of Davao; and at Glan,
Province of Cotabato, terms of court shall be held at least once a year on dates to be fixed by the district judge.

* * * * * * *

"SEC. 60. Division of business among branches of Court of Sixth District.—In the Court of First Instance of the
Sixth District all cases relative to the registration of real estate in the City of Manila and all matters involving
the exercise of the powers conferred upon the fourth branch of said court or the judge thereof in reference to
the registration of land shall be within the exclusive jurisdiction of said fourth branch and shall go or be
assigned thereto for disposition according to law. All other businesi appertaining to the Court of First Instance
of said district shall be equitably distributed among the judges of eighteen branches, in such manner as shall be
agreed upon by the judges themselves; but in proceeding to such distribution of the ordinary cases, a smaller
share shall be assigned to the fourth branch, due account being taken of the amount of land registration work
which may be required of this branch: Provided, however, That at least four branches each year shall be
assigned by rotation to try only criminal cases.

"Nothing contained in this section and in section sixty-three shall be construed to prevent the temporary
designation of judges to act iiythis district in accordance with section fifty-one."

SEC. 2. Whenever the words "Judge-at-Large" or "Cadastral Judge" appear in Republic Act Numbered Two
hundred and ninety-six, the same shall read "District Judge".

SEC. 3. All the present district judges shall continue as such, but if any district judge is commissioned for the
Courts of First Instance of two provinces, and a separate district judge has been provided for herein for one of
such courts, the former shall have the option to select the court over which he shall continue to preside and notify
the President of his selection within reasonable time. If the number of branches in any Court of First Instance has
been increased, the district judge presiding over any branch thereof in a particular place shall continue to preside
ver such branch notwithstanding a change in its number the provisions of this Act.

All the existing positions of Judges-at-Large and Cadastral Judges are abolished, and section fifty-three of
Republic Act Numbered Two hundred and ninety-six is hereby repealed.

SEC. 4. Any judge-at-large or cadastral judge who shall not be appointed as district judge by virtue of the
provisions this Act, shall be given a gratuity in an amount of the one month’s salary for each year of service of
such judge, the total amount not to exceed the salary for one year.
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The sum necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act is hereby appropriated.

SEC. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Enacted, without Executive approval, June 20, 1954
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