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CONCEPCION, J.:

This is an appeal by the Government from a decision of the Court of First Instance of Batangas, granting the
petition for naturalization filed by Nicolas Loo Tee on July 17, 1959.

The appeal is predicated upon two (2) grounds, namely; (1) that petitioner has not conducted himself in a proper
and irreproachable manner in his relations with the constituted government, as well as with the community in
which he is living; and (2) that he does not have a lucrative trade or occupation.

With respect to the first ground, the record shows that in October 1957, petitioner's bodega or warehouse in
Tanauan, Batangas, which, together with its contents, were insured for P150,000, were destroyed by fire; that the
sum paid to him therefor by the insurance company was only P60,000, notwithstanding the fact that he claimed to
have merchandise worth P100,000 in the bodega and that the same was worth P30,000, according to him; and that
the next year his store, near said bodega, insured for P25,000, was likewise, burned. Manuel Deonaldo, an agent,
of the Constabulary, who conducted investigations in connection with the application for naturalization of
petitioner herein, whose former petition for naturalization had been dismissed without prejudice, declared that the
testimony given by petitioner in the course of said investigation wag evasive, and that, in his (Deonaldo’s)
opinion, the burning was intentional in both cases.

Upon the other hand, petitioner maintains that no criminal action having been taken against him, despite the
investigation conducted by the authorities immediately after said fires, the conclusion should be that he has done
nothing wrong in connection therewith. However, this does not show that he has conducted himself in a proper
and irreproachable manner in his relations with the Government and with the community in which he was living,
which he is bound to establish as one of the statutory qualifications for naturalization.

At any rate, it is an established fact that in his Income tax returns for 1957, 1958 and 1959—which immediately
preceded the hearing of the petition—petitioner re-ported that his net income for 1957 and 1959 was P1,107.87 and
P2,693.96, respectively, and that he could not ascertain his income for 1958 because of the destruction of his
records therefor by the fire that consumed his store that year, Considering that petitioner has a wife and seven (7)
children, four (4) of who attend school, it is obvious that the second ground of the opposition of the Government
is well taken (Tan vs. Republic, L-16013, March 30, 1963; Ngo vs. Republic, L-18319, May 31, 1963; Lao vs.
Republic, L-17053, October 30, 1962; Piñero vs. Republic, L-17399, October 30, 1962; Koa Gui vs. Republic,
L-13717, July 31, 1962; Ong; vs. Republic, L-15764, May 19, 1961; Ngo Bun Ho vs. Republic, L-15518,
November 29, 1961).
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Wherefore, the decision appealed from is reversed and the petition dismissed, with costs against the petitioner. It
is so ordered.

Bengzon, C.J., Padilla, Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon, Regala and Makalintal,
JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-18009. December 27, 1963

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-18009. December 27, 1963

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


