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REMOVING MR. ASAAD USMAN FROM OFFICE ASJUSTICE OF THE
PEACE OF SIASI AND TAPUL, SULU

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 191, September 05, 1952

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/412c6de0bb87/

Justice of the Peace Asaad Usman of Siasi and Tapul,Sulu, is charged with extortion, terrorism, land grabbing
illegal collection of rentals and immorality. During the investigation, however, the complainant, Indasan Napii,
confined hisevidence to the charges of extortion and illegal collection ofrentals. Of these two charges, the
Secretary of Justice foundonly that of extortion to have been fully substantiated.

Several persons took the witness stand and testified onrespondent’s alleged extortion activities, but of the many
illegal exactions supposedly perpetrated by the respondent,the Secretary of Justice found only three as sufficiently
proved, to wit:

(1) Sometime in 1947 Hatib Usman, a contact man of the respondent, approached one Mahargah Ajan in the
municipal district of Siasi, Sulu, and told him that there was a pendingcriminal complaint against him in
respondent’s court for a certain offense allegedly committed by him during: the occupation. Ajan countered that it
was probably a frame-up. Whereupon Hatib told Ajan not to worry because if he would give respondent 250 the
complaint would be dropped. When Ajan told Hatib that he did not have the means, the latter remarked that he
had better think it over carefully because ifhe did not produce the necessary amount he would be sent tojail. Ajan
had no other recourse than to look for money. It was from one LeonardoDimerin, aformer school teacher, that he
was able to secure a loan of ?50. Ajan then delivered the amount of Hatib, after which they proceed to
respondent’s house. Ajan categorically stated having actualy seen Hatib hand over the said amount to
respondent. Dimerin confirmed that Ajan had borrowed 2?50 from him.

(2) Another victim of respondent was a Mohammedan priest named Hatib Abdulgani Malik. It appears that one
day Malik went to respondent’s court in Siasi to file a complaint against Moro Jayari Adin because of the latter’s
aleged refusal to deliver to him his share of the coconuts harvested from his land by Adin. Respondent told Malik
to pay 225 for the complaint which the latter immediately paid to the former who added that his case was not of a
very serious nature, otherwise the fee would have been more. After receiving the money, for which official receipt
was issued, the respondent told Malik to go home and not to worry about the case, as he would call for the
accused Adin. However, despite repeated requests from Malik for positive action against the accused, respondent
failed to take any action on the complaint.

(3) It has likewise been established that sometime in 1948 herein complainant Napili was arrested by a group of
constabulary soldiers somewhere in Sulu and brought before the respondent who ordered him to proceed with the
soldiers to Tapul (part of respondents circuit) to answer a charge pending against him for acrime supposedly
committed by him during theoccupation. In the investigation of the case only one witness testified against Napii.
After the investigation, respondent and Napii went for a walk along the seashore in the course of which
respondent required Napii to give him 250 which the latter gave right then and there. Upon receiving the money,
respondent directed Napii to see Lieutenant Nuega and tell him that respondent had set him (Napii) free. After
verifying the truth of respondent’s order, the lieutenant immediately ordered Napii's release. According to
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Lieutenant Nuega, he was informed by Napii that the latter had paid respondent ?50 as consideration of his
release.

The records of the Department of Justice show that for the last several year there has never been a time that there
is no administrative complaint pending against the respondent. In fact right now there are still severa charges
against him pending investigation. It also appears that in 1949 respondent was, in another administrative case,
recommended for dismissal from the service by the District Judge of Sulu but, upon the recommendation of the
Secretary of Justice then, he was given by me the benefit of the doubt and exonerated, with an admonition,
however, to be more careful in the discharge of his duties in the future. Said case had apparently no deterrent
effect upon him as shown by the fact that complaint after complaint has since then continued to be filed against
him.

In view of the foregoing, the Secretary of Justice recommends respondent’s removal for the good of the service.
After going over the records of the case, | finally concur in the Secretary’ s findings and recommendations.

Wherefore, Mr. Asaad Usman is hereby removed from office as justice of the peace of Siasi and Tapul, Sulu,
effective upon receipt of notice hereof.

Done in the City of Manila, this 5th day of September, the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-two, and
of the Independence of the Philippines, the seventh.

(Sgd.) ELPIDIO QUIRINO
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) MARCIANO ROQUE
Acting Assistant Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 191, September 05, 1952

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



