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AN ACT AMENDING SECTION TWENTY-EIGHT OF ACT NUMBERED
EIGHTY-THREE, AS SET FORTH IN SECTION TWO OF ACT
NUMBERED ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE, AND LEVYING A
PENALTY UPON NOTARIES ...
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By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Commission, that:

SECTION 1. Section twenty-eight of Act Numbered Eighty-three, as set forth in section two of Act Numbered
One hundred and thirty-three, entitled "An Act to amend the Provincial Government Act, Numbered
Eighty-three," is hereby amended by striking out the whole of said section twenty-eight and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

"SEC. 28. The cedula or certificate of registration herein provided for may be used for purposes of
identification, admitted in evidence, and must be presented by any one liable to pay such tax whenever (1) he
appears in any court of the Archipelago, either as a suitor or as a witness in his own behalf in any civil
proceeding, (2) he transacts any business with any public office or officer, (3) he pays any taxes or receives
money from any public funds, (4) he acknowledges any document before a notary public, (5) he assumes any
public office, whether by appointment or by election, and (6) he receives any license, certificate, or permit
from any public authority. Every contract, deed, or other document acknowledged before a notary public shall
have certified thereon that the thereto parties have presented their certificates of registration or are exempt
from the tax, and there shall be entered by the notary public as a part of such certification the number, place of
issue, and date of each certificate of registration. Any notary public failing to certify as above on any deed,
contract, or other document acknowledged before him shall incur a penalty of one hundred Philippine pesos,
payable to the treasurer of the proper province, for each such omission, and be subject to revocation of his
commission as notary public upon failure to pay such penalty upon proper notice. It shall be the duty of every
public official to whom shall be presented any contract, deed, or other instrument acknowledged before a
notary public in which the certificate of acknowledgment does not show that the parties thereto produced their
cedulas to the notary, to bring the fact of such omission to the attention the Attorney-General of the Islands,
describing in his communication the character of the instrument, the date of same, the purpose of it, and the
probable custodian of the instrument, together with the name of the notary certifying the acknowledgment. The
Attorney-General shall thereupon notify the offending notary that he must pay into the provincial treasury of
his province the sum of one hundred Philippine pesos on penalty of having his commission as notary public
revoked. On the failure of the notary to make this payment and to notify the Attorney-General of such payment
by forwarding the receipt of the provincial treasurer, the Attorney-General shall bring the matter to the
attention of the Executive Secretary, and the commission of the notary shall be revoked: Provided, That the
validity of any deed, contract, or other document shall not be impeached by reason of failure to insert therein a
reference to the cedula certificates of the parties. A person liable to pay the cedula tax who has not paid it shall
not be allowed to register as an elector or voter."

SEC. 2. The existing provision of law as to the method of validating instruments invalid for want of a proper
notarial certificate as to the presentation of the cedulas of parties thereto shall continue in force as to all
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instruments executed before the passage of this Act.

SEC. 3. The public good requiring the speedy enactment of this bill, the passage of the same is hereby expedited
in accordance with section two of "An Act prescribing the order of procedure by the Commission in the
enactment of laws," passed September twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred.

SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect on its passage.

Enacted, September 9, 1903.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 876, September 09, 1903

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 876, September 09, 1903

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


