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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:
Petitioner seeks to become a Filipino citizen.

Petitioner is a citizen of the Chinese Nationalist Republic, He was born on July 8, 1930 in Labo, Camarines Norte,
where he has resided continuously since birth up to the present time. He has finished his elementary education at
the Labo Elementary School, and his secondary education at the Camarines Norte Institute. He is a graduate in
mechanical engineering of the Mapua Institute of Technology. He is single and at present employed with the
International Steel Smelting and Refining Co., Inc. at Mandaluyong, Rizal, with a salary of P375.00 a month. He
speaks and writes fairly well English and Tagalog.

Petitioner has conducted himself in a proper and irreproachable manner during his residence in the Philippines.
He has not been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude. He has mingled socialy with the residents of
Labo and has evinced a sincere desire to learn and embrace the customs, traditions and ideals of our people. He
has expressed a desire to fight for the Philippines even against his mother country. He does not believe in
polygamy or in the use of violence for the success and predominance of his ideas. He does not believe in
communism nor is he affiliated with an organization with communistic leaning. He does not suffer from any
incurable disease, and does not have any disqualification provided for by law.

After hearing, the court a quo granted his petition for naturalization subject to the provisions of Republic Act 530.

The government appealed from the decision on the ground that petitioner has tailed to establish sufficiently his
claim that he was born in Labo, Camarines Norte, and that his two character witnesses lack the qualifications
necessary to establish some or the important averments of his petition.

It was claimed that petitioner was born in Labo, Camarines Norte on July 8, 1930, and that he has received his
primary and secondary education at the Labo Elementary School and Camarines Norte Institute, for which reason
he has not filed the declaration of intention to become a Filipino citizen as required by law. But the evidence
presented to support such claim is far from convincing, for it only finds support in the testimony of petitioner.
While it may be conceded that petitioner's birth certificate could not be obtained due to the destruction of the
records of the local civil registrar of Labo during the last world war, the claim of petitioner could have been
corroborated by his mother or father who apparently are still living, as there is nothing in the record to show that
they | are dead. The claim could have also been corroborated by his baptismal certificate wherein generaly the
place and date of birth of the neophyte are recorded. But no such thing was done despite his claim that he was
baptized in the Roman Catholic church of Labo.

It is true that petitioner submitted as part of his evidence his alien certificate of registration and his immigrant
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certificate of residence, but such documents do not furnish proof of his date of birth because they merely serve to
prove that he is an alien duly registered in the Bureau of Immigration, Moreover, their contents are generally not
admissible because the public officer or employee who wrote the data therein contained has merely received them
and he has no personal knowledge of them. The government's objection on this point is well-taken.

A circumstance that cannot be overlooked is that while petitioner has been a resident of Labo, Camarines Norte
since his birth on July 8, 1930, he has mot however continuously resided therein but a good portion of his time
was spent in "Manila where he studied at the Mapua Institute of Technology and graduated with the Degree of
Bachelor a Science in Mechanical Engineering. Yet his two character witnesses Victor de Jesus and Rosario
Lukban only claim to be both residents of Labo, Camarines Norte and as such cannot qualify to attest to his good
conduct and irreproachable character during the time of his residence in the Philippines. Our law requires that
petitioner should conduct himself in a proper and irreproachable manner during the entire period of his residence
in the Philippines which must be established by qualified witnesses, and, as we already said, the aforesaid
witnesses do not have the requisite qualification.

Finaly, the petition fails to mention the different places of residence of petitioner in Manila where he, studied for
sometime, and thisis another flaw which seriously affects his claim of citizenship.

Wherefore, the decision appealed from is reversed, with costs against petitioner.

Bengzon , C.J., Concepcion, Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Paredes, Regala, and Makalintal, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-18204. May 29, 1964

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



