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TO

:

ALL JUSTICES, COURT PERSONNEL OF THE FIRST AND SECOND LEVEL COURTS, AND
APPELLATE COLLEGIATE COURTS, AND COURTS USERS

RE : WORK ARRANGEMENTS IN COURTS ON 3 - 14 MAY 2021

Considering that the National Capital Region, the provinces of Abra, Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, Quirino, and Rizal,
and Santiago City, Isabela, continue to be under Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ) until 14
May 2021, ALL first and second level courts, and appellate collegiate courts, and their judicial offices in the said
areas shall continue to be physically closed until 14 May 2021.

The said courts and judicial offices in other areas under localized Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) and
MECQ shall likewise be physically closed for the duration of such ECQ or MECQ.

All physically closed courts and judicial offices in areas under ECQ and MECQ may be reached through their
respective hotlines and email addresses as posted in the Supreme Court website.

These courts in ECQ and MECQ areas shall continue to operate during this period through fully remote
videoconferencing, which must be maximized so as not to delay the trial of cases and court processes. Judges are
to conduct fully remote videoconferencing hearings on pending cases and all other matters. whether urgent or not,
regardless of their physical location and without prior permission from the Office of the Court Administrator.

The time for filing and service of pleadings and motions during this period in these areas is SUSPENDED and
shall resume after seven (7) calendar days counted from the first day of the physical reopening of the relevant
court.

The essential judicial offices shall maintain the necessary skeleton staff to enable them to address all urgent
matters and concerns.

The courts and judicial offices in areas under General Community Quarantine (GCQ) and Modified General
Community Quarantine (MGCQ) shall be physically opened during this period with a workforce of at least
twenty-five percent (25%) to be determined by the Executive Justices and Presiding Judges using their sound
discretion with respect to their courts, and the Executive Justices and the Executive Judges with respect to the
judicial offices. Justices and Judges may conduct videoconferencing from home, provided they will be within
their respective judicial territorial region, and with notice to the Office of the Court Administrator with respect to
Judges of the first and second level courts.
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30 April 2021

(Sgd.) ALEXANDER G. GESMUNDO

Chief Justice
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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