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REYES, A, J.

On July 6, 1954, twenty employees of the Philippine Normal College, who were working as cooks, waiters,
dishwasher, and in various other capacities in its dormitory known as Normal Hall, filed an action in the Court of
First Instance of Manila against the said Philippine Normal College and/or Philippine Normal School for the
recovery of saary differentials and overtime pay. The Solicitor General filed an answer on behaf of the
defendants denying the latter" s liability. But before the case was tried on the merits, the court ordered it
dismissed on the ground that neither one of the defendants was a corporation or ajuridical entity with capacity to
be sued. Reconsideration of this order having been denied, plaintiffs took this appeal to this Court, alleging that It
was error to dismiss their case on the ground mentioned.

The appeal is, in cur opinion, meritorious.

Republic Act No. 416, which took effect In July., 1949, converted the old Philippine Normal School into the
present Philippine Normal College and endowed it with the "general powers set out In section thirteen of Act
Numbered Fourteen hundred and fifty-nine, as amended" (Corporation Law)., entrusting Its government and the
administration of its affairs to a board of trustees therein created, which was to exercise for It "all the powers of a
corporation as provided in (said) section,” and in particular, “to administer and appropriate the funds of Normal
Hill and to supervise and control itsincome and expenses, all provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding."

One of the powers specifically enumerated in the said section. 13 of the Corporation Law is the power "to sue and
be sued in any.court." With this express grant of power, we don't see how it could be doubted that the Philippine
Normal College could be made a defendant in a suit in court.

The Solicitor General admits that the Philippine Normal College has a juridical personality of its own, but
contends that, as it is an Instrumentality of government for the discharge of state functions, it may not be sued
without the consent of the state. The answer to that contention is that the state has already given that consent by
investing the College with the express power to be sued in courts That the Act Authorizes the College to be sued
is also made clear in section 6, where it is provided that "all process against the Board of Trustees shall be served
on the President or secretary thereof,"

Wherefore, the order appealed from is revoked and the case remanded to the court of origin for further
proceedings. No costs.

Paras, C.J.,, Bengzon, Padilla, Montemayor, Reyes, A., Jugo, Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes,
J.B.L., and Endencia, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-8670. May 18, 1956

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



