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MAKALINTAL, J.:

Appeal by certiorari from a decision of the Court of Agrarian Relations.

Petitioner Pilar Reyes is the owner of a parcel of land of about two hectares located in barrio Lawa, Calamba,
Laguna, which was being worked by respondent Maximino Enriquez under a verbal agreement of tenancy, under
which they shared both the expenses and the harvest equally. On November 18, 1960, that is, one month before
the next agricultural year started, respondent notified petitioner that he was changing their relationship from share
tenancy to leasehold. On December 17, 1960 petitioner informed respondent that she was opposed to the change.
On May 2, 1961 she filed a petition in the Court of Agrarian Relations alleging the aforementioned facts and
asking that an interlocutory order be issued for the division of the existing palay crop as follows: 50% for the
tenant, 20% for the landowner, and 30% to be deposited with the municipal treasurer of Calamba, pending final
determination of the controversy, concerning the constitutionality of the provision of the Agricultural Tenancy
Law (Act No. 1199) giving the tenant the privilege to change the agreement from share tenancy to leasehold
tenancy, which was under consideration by this Court in Juliano v. Magtibay (L-17627), [1] so that should the
said provision be declared unconstitutional the parties would respect their original sharing agreement.

The court issued the interlocutory order prayed for and the parties subsequently stipulated on the facts set forth
above.

On June 6, 1962 the court dismissed the petition for lack of merit and ruled that respondent had the right, upon
proper notice, to change the prevailing tenancy system to one of leasehold tenancy.

Petitioner appealed and now raises the sole question of the validity of Section 14 of the Agricultural Tenancy
Law, as amended, which states:

"The tenant shall have the right to change the tenancy contract from one of share tenancy to leasehold tenancy
and vice versa and from one crop sharing arrangement to another of the share tenancy. If the share tenancy
contract is in writing and is duly registered, the right to change from one crop sharing arrangement to another
may be exercised at least one month before the beginning of the next agricultural year after the expiration of
the period of the contract. In the absence of any registered written contract, the right may be exercised at least
one month before the agricultural year when the change shall be effected."

Petitioner submits that this provision violates the Constitution because it: (1) results in deprivation of property
without due process of law; (2) impairs the obligation of contracts; and (3) constitutes class legislation.

The same questions have been raised in other cases decided by this Court, and the constitutionality of the law has
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been repeatedly upheld. (Ramas v. Court of Agrarian Relations, L-19555, May 29, 1964; Macasaet vs. Court of
Agrarian Relations, L-19750, July 17, 1964; Uichanco vs. Gutierrez, L-20575-20579, May 31, 1965; Gamboa vs.
Pallarca, L-20407, March 31, 1966; and Cuizon vs. Ortiz, L-20905, April 30, 1966.)

The decision of the lower court is therefore affirmed, with costs against appellant.

Concepcion, C.J., Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Dizon, Bengzon, JP, Zaldivar, Sanchez, and Ruiz Castro, JJ., concur.
Regala, J., no part.

[1] The case was decided on November 29, 1962.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-19961. September 14, 1966

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-19961. September 14, 1966

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


