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Pursuant to PD 474 and Executive Order Nos. 125/25-A, and in consonance with the government's policy to
further strengthen maritime safety, the following revised guidelines in the classification of vessels to be operated
in the domestic trade are hereby adopted:

I

Vessels to be Acquired Under Memo Circular 104

The following vessels intended for acquisition under Memorandum Circular No. 104 must be classed or classed
by an internationally accredited classification society as of the time of their acquisition;

a. Passenger and/or cargo vessels 500 GT and above; and
b. Tankers and barges hauling petroleum, petroleum by-products, chemicals and other hazardous cargoes.

Vessels falling under the foregoing categories, including High Speed Craft, which are to be acquired through local
construction shall be built to class.

It is further understood that the aforementioned vessels shall be classified maintained at all times during their
operation in the domestic trade.

II

Exempt Vessels

Vessels approved for acquisition commencing 1 January 1997 and those intended for acquisition under
Memorandum Circular 104, not falling within the categories in Section (I), in lieu of me classification
requirement, must be in seaworthy condition, without outstanding recommendations, as shown in the latest survey
report prepared by a marine surveyor in the country of origin of the vessel, and as attested to or confirmed by
actual MARINA survey and inspection to be conducted prior to the release of the vessel from the custody of the
Bureau of Customs.

III

Vessels Acquired/Delivered Commencing 1 January 1997:

Vessels required to be classed under Section (I) which were approved for acquisition and/or delivered
commencing 1 January 1997 until the effectivity of this Circular on 15 September 1997, shall strictly comply with
MARINA Office Order No. 014-93193A, series of 1993, which provides for the guidelines won the strict
implementation of the classification requirement for imported/bareboat chartered vessels intended for domestic
operations.
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IV

Existing/Operating Vessels as of 31 December 1996:

The classification requirement for vessels operating in the domestic trade prior to 1 January 1997, except High
Speed Crafts and tankers and barges hauling petroleum, petroleum by-products, chemicals and other hazardous
cargoes required to be classed under Memorandum Circular Nos. 56/56-A, 104 and 121, shall be optional:
Provided, the following conditions are complied with:

a. The vessel shall undergo survey and inspection by MARINA surveyor prior to the extension/renewal of the
Certificate of Inspection; and
b. All vessel safety documents/certificates must be valid prior to the extension/renewal of the Certificate of
Public Convenience (CPC)/Provisional Authority (PA)/Special Permit (SP).

V

Voluntary/Optional Classification by Owner/Operator

The foregoing provisions, notwithstanding, the owner/operator of a vessel exempted from mandatory
classification is not preduced from having the vessel classed.

VI

Sanctions/Penalties:

Any violation of or failure to comply with the provisions of this Circular shall be subject to the administrative
sanctions prescribed under Memorandum Circular No. 120, s. 1997.

VII

Repealing Clause

Any provision of existing orders, circulars or rules and regulations otherwise inconsistent herewith are hereby
modified/amended accordingly.

VIII

Saving Clause

The relevant provisions of Memorandum Circular No. 121, s. 1997, providing for specific guidelines on the
classification of High Speed Crafts are hereby reiterated.

IX

Effectivity Clause

This Memorandum Circular shall take effect on 15 September 1997 after its publication once in a newspaper of
general circulation.

Adopted. 26 Aug. 1997

(SGD.) RADM PIO H. GARRIDO, JR. AFP (RET.)
Administrator

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REVISED CLASSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR VESSELS IN ...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REVISED CLASSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR VESSELS IN ...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


