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FERNANDO, J.:

Respondent Alfredo R. Barrios, a member of the Philippine Bar, who was appointed counsel de oficio for the
accused in this case, Gaudencio Ingco, sentenced to death on September 28, 1970 for the crime of rape with
homicide, was required in a resolution of this Court on September 9, 1971 to show cause within ten days why
disciplinary action should not be taken against him for having filed fifteen days late a motion for the extension of
time for submit-ting the brief for appellant Ingco. The explanation came in a mani-festation of September 16,
1971. It was therein stated that respondent "was then busy with the preparation of the brief of one Benjamin
Apelo" pending in the Court of Appeals; that while he had made studies in preparation for the brief in this case,
during such period he had to appear before court in Manila, Quezon City, Pasay City, Bulacan and Pampanga; and
that likewise he did file, on July 27, 1971, motions for extension in the aforesaid case of Benjamin Apelo with the
Court of Appeals, which motions were duly granted. He would impress on this Court then that he was misled into
assuming that he had aso likewise taken the necessary steps to file a motion for extension of time for the
submission of his brief in this case by the receipt of the resolution from the Court of Appeals granting him such
extension.

Clearly, it is a lame excuse that respondent did offer. By his own confession, he was woefully negligent.
Considering that the accused is fighting for his life, the least that could be expected of a counsel de oficio is
awareness of the period within which he was required to file appellant's brief. The mere fact that according to him
his practice was extensive, requiring his appearance in courts in Manila and environs as well as the provinces of
Bulacan and Pampanga, should not have lessened that degree of care necessary for the fulfillment of his
responsi-bility. What is worse is that by sheer inattention, he would confuse the proceedings in a matter pending
before the Court of Appeals with this present case. Such grave neglect of duty is deserving of severe
condemnation. It is clearly unworthy of membership in the Bar which requires dedication and zeal in the defense
of hisclient'srights, a duty even more exacting when oneis counsel de oficio. On such an occasion, the honor and
respect to which the legal profession is entitled demand the strictest accountability of one called upon to defend an
impo-verished litigant. He who failsin his obligation then has mani-fested a diminished capacity to be enrolled in

itsranks.

WHEREFORE, respondent Alfredo R. Barriosis severely reprimanded, this reprimand to be entered in his record.

Concepcion, C.J., Reyes, JB.L., Makalintal, Zaldivar, Castro, Teehankee, Barredo, Villamor, and Makasiar, JJ.,
concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-32994. October 29, 1971

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



