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1. Article XIV (Sections 1, 2 and 11) of the Philippine Constitution and other legal documents, the most recent of
which is Republic Act 7277 otherwise known as the “Magna Carta for Disabled Persons” have enunciated that the
children with special needs have the right to education, equality of opportunity and participation in society. The
recent 1996-1997 DECS statistics on enrolment of children with special needs points out that only 90,000 or 2%
of the targeted 4 million children with special needs have been served in schools.

2. To expand and strengthen the institutionalization of SPED Program in all schools as contained in DECS Order
No. 26, s. 1997, the salary grades for SPED teachers and special school principals as contained in Republic Act
No. 6758 (An Act Prescribing a Revised Compensation and Position Classification System in the Government and
for Other Purposes) shall be implemented. Regional Directors shall submit recommendation to the Chief of the
Management Division, Financial Management Service, DECS for reclassification of regular teacher and regular
school principal items to SPED teacher and special school principal items for those actually involved in providing
educational services to children with special needs subject to established guidelines on availability of funds.
Hence, the reclassification of items for SPED teachers and principals shall be implemented on staggered basis.

3. The guidelines for the reclassification of regular teacher and regular principal items to SPED Teacher and
special school principal items respectively including the pertinent papers and documents needed are found in
Inclosure No. 1.

4. Pertinent papers and documents of SPED Teachers and Special School Principals shall be submitted to the
Secretary of Education, Culture and Sports thru Channels.

5. Immediate dissemination and compliance to this Order is desired.

Adopted: 21 Jan. 1998

(SGD.) RICARDO T. GLORIA
Secretary

Guidelines for the Reclassification of Regular Teacher and Principal Items to SPED Teacher and Special School
Principal Items

A. SPED Teacher

An elementary grades teacher who underwent formal training in Special Education at the national, regional and
division level and who is presently teaching children with special needs shall be considered as a SPED teacher. As
a SPED teacher, he/she provides educational services to any of the children with special needs, namely, the gifted
or fast learners, the mentally retarded, the visually impaired, the hearing impaired, the learning disabled, the
orthopedically handicapped, the chronically ill, the autistic children and those with behavior problems assigned in
special schools, Special Education (SPED) Centers and in regular schools with SPED programs.
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1. Qualification Standards

1.1 SPED TEACHER (Grade 13)

EDUCATION

The teacher must be a Bachelor’s degree in Education with specialization in special education or has a minimum
of 18 units of SPED at the graduate level. The one month summer training in SPED conducted at the Philippine
Normal University, the University of the Philippines, the YMCA Open College, Manila and other recognized
institutions through the DECS DISP or other NGO funding agencies shall be given a credit of 9 units.

ELIGIBILITY

The teacher must possess the appropriate civil service eligibility.

EXPERIENCE

The teacher must have at least 3 years experience in providing educational services to children with special needs.

PERFORMANCE RATING

The teacher must have a Very Satisfactory performance in the last three years.

1.2 SPED TEACHER (Grade 14)

To qualify as SPED Teacher II, he/she must have 38 units in Special Education at the masteral level.

1.3 SPED TEACHER III (Grade 15)

To qualify as SPED Teacher III he/she must be an MA in SPED or its equivalent.

B. SPECIAL SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

A principal of a special education (SPED) center/school which offers educational services to the gifted or fast
learners, the mentally retarded, the visually impaired, the hearing impaired, the learning disabled, the
orthopedically handicapped, the chronically ill, the autistic children and those with behavior problems shall be
reclassified as Special School Principal.

1. Qualification Standards

1.1 SPECIAL SCHOOL PRINCIPAL I (Grade 18)

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE

He/she must have professional training in the organization, administration and supervision in special education
and teaching experience in the education of children with special needs.

NUMBER OF TEACHERS

He/she must have a minimum number of 10 to 25 SPED teachers under his/her supervision.

1.2 SPECIAL SCHOOL PRINCIPAL (Grade 19)
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NUMBER OF TEACHERS

For Special School Principal I to qualify as Special School Principal II, he/she must have at least 50 SPED
teachers under his/her supervision.

PERTINENT PAPERS/DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

A. For SPED Teachers

1. Transcript of Records/Certificates of Participation/Attendance in Trainings/ Conferences/Workshops in SPED
or Certification that the teacher has the required number of units in SPED issued by the training
institution/agency.

2. Rating Card for the Civil Service Eligibility.

3. Certification of the Principal that the teacher has at least three (3) years experience in teaching any of the
categories of children with special needs.

4. Certification of the Principal that the teacher has Very Satisfactory rating for the last three (3) years.

B. For the Special School/SPED Center Principal

1. Transcript of Records/Certification that the Principal was trained in the Organization, Administration and
Supervision in SPED by the training institution/agency.

2. Certification by the Schools Division Superintendent that the principal has experienced teaching any of the
categories of children with special needs.

3. List of SPED Teachers under his/her supervision certified by the Schools Division Superintendent.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library RECLASSIFICATION OF REGULAR TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL I...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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