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TO:

ALL EXECUTIVE JUDGES AND JUDGES OF THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY COURTS AND COURTS
DESIGNATED TO TAKE COGNIZANCE OF CASES FORMERLY COGNIZABLE BY THE SEC

SUBJECT :

CONSOLIDATION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY COURTS WITH COMMERCIAL COURTS

The Court En Banc has adopted a resolution dated 17 June 2003 in AM. No. 03-03-03-SC, which reads as
follows:

"WHEREAS, to implement the provisions of Sec. 5.2 of Republic Act No. 8799 (The Securities Regulation
Code), and in the interest of a speedy and efficient administration of justice, the Supreme Court en bane, in the (a)
Resolutions dated 21 November 2000 (Annex 1), 4 July 2001 (Annex 1-a), 12 November 2002 (Annex 1-b), and 9
July 2002 (Annex 1-c), all issued in A.M. No. 00-11-03-SC; (b) Resolution dated 27 August 2001 in A.M. No.
01-5-298-RTC (Annex 2); and (c) Resolution dated 8 July 2002 in AM. No. 01-12-656-RT C (Annex 3), resolved
to designate certain branches of the Regional Trial Courts to try and decide cases formerly cognizable by the
Securities and Exchange Commission;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the same Resolutions, sixty-five (65) Regional Trial Courts, distributed in all regions
(NCJR and Regions 1-XII), were designated as SEC courts ("SEC Courts"), which courts have presently a total of
812 pending SEC cases (see Annex,6, Table);

WHEREAS, in A.O. No. 113-95, dated 2 October 1995, as.:amended by A.O. No. 104-96, dated 21 October
1996, the Regional Trial Courts in the National Capital Region and Regions 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11, with
twenty-seven (27) judges, 1 were specially designated to try and decide cases for violations "of intellectual
Property Rights (Annex 4), and to ensure the speedy disposition of cases involving violations of intellectual
property rights under the Intellectual Property Code (Rep. Act No. 8293), the Supreme Court en banc, in AM. no.
02-1-11- 19, 2002, designated the Regional Trial tf Regions 1, 2, 5, 8 and 12, with a total of seven (7) judges, and
Branch 24 of the Regional Trial Court of Manila with one (1) judge, as Special Intellectual Property Courts
("Special IP Courts") (Annex 5);

WHEREAS, pursuant to AM. No. 02-1-11-SC and A.O. No. 113-95, these Special IP Courts have a total caseload
of 503 cases. Of this number, 434 IP cases are pending in the NCJR (Annex 6, Table);

WHEREAS, since the establishment of Special IP Courts (except for the Special IP Court, in Manila), 15
designated courts, in Regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 have zero (0) IP cases and do not warrant their
continued designations as Intellectual Property Courts (Annex 7, Table);

WHEREAS, intellectual property cases are commercial in. nature;
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WHEREAS, to streamline the court structure and to promote expediency and efficiency in handling such special
cases, the jurisdiction to hear and decide. IPC and SEC cases are best consolidated in one court;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Court Resolves:

- The Regional Trial Courts previously designated as SEC Courts through the: (a) Resolutions of this court dated
21 November 2000, 4 July 2001, 12 November 2002, and 9 July 2002. all issued in AM. No. 00-11-03-SC; (b)
Resolution dated 27 August 2001 in AM. No, 01-5-298-RTC; and (c) Resolution dated 8 July 2002 in AM. No.
01-12-656-RTC are hereby- DESIGNATED and shall be CALLED as Special Commercial Courts to try and
decide cases involving violations of Intellectual Property Rights which fall within their jurisdiction and those
cases formerly cognizable by the Securities and Exchange Commission;

- The designation of Intellectual Property Courts under Administrative Order No. 113-95 dated 2 October 1995 as
amended by Administrative Order No. 104-96 dated 21 October 1996 and Resolution dated 19 February 2002 in
AM. No. 02-1- 11-SC, is hereby revoked. However, the Regional Trial Court, Branch 24, Manila is hereby
designated as an additional Special Commercial Court, in the City of Manila;

- Upon the effectivity of this Resolution, all IP cases shall be transferred to the designated Special Commercial
Courts except those which have undergone the pretrial stage in civil cases or those where any of the accused has
been arraigned in criminal cases which shall be retained by the court previously assigned to try them;

- The Special Commercial Courts shall have jurisdiction over cases arising within their respective territorial
jurisdiction with respect to the National Capital Judicial Region and within the respective provinces with respect
to the First to Twelfth Judicial Regions. Thus, cases shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of Court in the official
station of the designated Special Commercial Court;

- In the event, of inhibition of the judge of a designated Special Commercial Court, the following guidelines shall
be observed: (a) where there is only one (1) Special Commercial Court, the case shall be raffled among the other
judges in the station; (b) where there are two (2) Special Commercial Courts in the station, the Executive Judge
shall immediately assign the case to the other Special Commercial Court; and (c) in case of inhibition of both
judges of the Special Commercial Courts, the Executive Judge shall raffle the case among the judges in the
station;

- In order to ensure a just and equitable distribution of cases, the designated Special Commercial Courts shall
continue to participate in the raffles of other cases. Provided, however, that the Executive Judge concerned shall
adopt a procedure whereby every IP and SEC case assigned to a Special Commercial Court should be considered
a case raffled to it and be duly credited to such court.

The Court further Resolved that this Resolution shall take effect on the first day of July 2003 after its publication
in the newspaper of general circulation not later than 25 June 2003 "

For your information and guidance.

June 30, 2003.Untitled Document

PRESBITERO J. VELASCO, JR.

Court Administrator
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The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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