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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:
SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Regional Specialty Centers Act ".

SEC. 2. Declaration of Palicy. - It isthe policy of the State to protect and promote the right to health of the people
and ingtill health consciousness among them by making health services available, accessible, and affordable for
all.

Towards this end, the State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to health development by
providing specialized health services to the general public through the establishment and institutionalization of
speciaty healthcare centersin al regions of the Philippines.

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act, the following terms are defined as follows.

(@) Advanced Comprehensive Specialty Center (ACSC) refers to a specialty center that serves a full range of
specialty and subspecialty clinical services at the subnational level, and has the capacity to conduct and provide
speciaty and subspecialty clinical, public health, and operations research, and training;

(b) Basic Comprehensive Special Center (BCSC) refers to a specialty center that serves a full range of specialty
clinical services at the regional level, and has the capacity to conduct and provide specialty clinical, operational,
and public health research, and training;

(c) DOH Hospitals refer to hospitals under the direct supervision and control of the Department of Health (DOH);

(d) Government -Owned or -Controlled Corporation (GOCC) Specialty Hospitals refer to hospitals that specialize
in a particular organ or group of organs, or type of patients, as mandated under their respective charters, and are
attached to the DOH, specifically pertaining, but not limited, to the Philippine Heart Center, the National Kidney
and Transplant Institute, the Lung Center of the Philippines, and the Philippine Children's Medical Center;

(e) National Specialty Center (NSC) refers to a specialty center with the highest level of expertise in clinical
services, teaching, training, and research. The term shall aso refer to the designation by the DOH to specialty
centers, DOH hospitals mandated by law to provide specialized care in a certain specialty, and GOCC Specialty
Hospitals; and

(f) Specialty Center refers to a unit or department in a hospital that offers specialized care addressing particular
conditions and providing specific procedures and management of cases requiring specialized training and
equipment on a specific specialty.
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SEC. 4. Specialty Centers.- The DOH shall establish specialty centers in DOH hospitals in every region of the
country and in GOCC specialty hospitals pursuant to their respective mandates: Provided, That the following
specialties shall be prioritized cancer care, cardiovascular care, lung care, rena care and kidney transplant, brain
and spine care, trauma care, burn care, orthopedic care, physical rehabilitation medicine, infectious disease and
tropical medicine, toxicology, mental health, geriatric care, neonatal care, dermatology, eye care, and ear, nose
and throat care.

The DOH shall categorize the level of service capability of the specialty centers to be established as NSCs,
ACSCs and BCSCs, in accordance with the Philippine Health Facility Development Plan.

The DOH shall provide appropriate specialist equipment and prioritize funding for capital outlay investment for
speciaty centers through the Health Facilities Enhancement Program and other fund sources.

The establishment of Specialty Centers or any part thereof, in separate premises and operated under the same
management of a DOH hospital, shall not require a separate license.

The DOH, in collaboration with the NSCs, DOH hospitals the Professional Regulation Commission, the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM), the Civil Service Commission, the concerned accredited
professional organization and specialty and subspecialty associations, and other relevant government agencies and
stakeholders, shall ensure the sustainability of the staffing of the specialty centers by developing and
implementing plans, policies, strategies, and programs concerning the production, recruitment, training, and
retention of medical specialists and expert personnel.

The DOH shall determine the organizational structure and staffing pattern of speciaty centers, subject to
evaluation and approval of the DBM and in accordance with civil service laws, rules and regulations.

SEC. 5. Criteria for the Establishment of Specialty Centers. - The establishment of specialty centers shall adhere
to guidelines set by the DOH on planning and prioritizing health facilities based on the following criteria:

(a) Upgrading of hospitals based on the Resource Stratified Framework developed by the DOH for each specialty
care;

(b) Evidence of the health needs and demands, including disease burden, in the catchment populations of the
DOH facilities,

(c) Service capahility of hospitals and geographic or physical access;

(d) Appropriate level of specialized healthcare provider role in the continuum of care, including roles of the DOH
hospitals as referral facilities for province-wide and city-wide healthcare provider networks;

(e) Availahility of competent health human resources for specialized healthcare; and

(f) Operational financial performance of the DOH facilities, including accreditation, to avail of specialized
healthcare packages from the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation.

SEC. 6. Philippine Health Facility Development Plan (PHFDP). - The DOH shall include the establishment of
speciaty centers in the PHFDP, which serves as a guide for investments funded by the national government to
rationalize the distribution of capacity and capability of health facilities: Provided, That at least one (1) specialty
center shall be established in every region, within five (5) years upon the effectivity of this Act, based on the top
burden of disease and specia needsin the area.

SEC. 7. National Specialty Centers. - The NSCs shall have the following roles and responsibilities:
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(a) Serve as the core information hub for the speciaizations and diseases they cover, in coordination with
concerned DOH offices,

(b) Lead in the development of policies, protocols, and standards for the particular specialty and shall have the
highest level of clinical services and training capability;

(c) Provide scientific leadership by conducting specialized clinical, public health, and operations research with a
multi-disciplinary or multi-center approach;

(d) Provide specialty training and technical assistance to specialty centers to ensure the delivery of quality
services and strengthen the network of care across the country for a particular specialty; and

(e) Conduct capacity and capability assessment of the services provided by ACSCs and BCSCs for a particular
specialty.

SEC. 8. Medical Specialist and Experts. - The NSCs, and DOH hospitals with ACSCs and BCSC, are hereby
authorized to contract the services of medical specialists or experts to provide specialty training and technical
assistance. DOH hospitals with ACSCs and BCSCs may also send medical, allied medical and other necessary
personnel to the NSCs for training and capacity development.

SEC. 9. Report to Congress. - The DOH shall provide Congress, through the Committee on Health of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Health and Demography of the Senate, an annual report of the activities,
accomplishments, and operational plans of the specialty centers.

Five (5) years after the start of the effectivity of this Act, the Committee on Health of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Health and Demography of the Senate shall conduct a systematic
evaluation of the implementation, accomplishments, and impact of this Act, as well as the performance of
established specialty centers, for purposes of determining remedial legislation.

SEC. 10. Implementing Rules and Regulations . - Within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of this Act, the
DOH, in consultation with the NSCs, DOH hospitals, and other concerned agencies, shall promulgate the
implementing rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act.

SEC. 11. Appropriations. - The amount necessary for the initial implementation of this Act shall be charged
against the current year's appropriation of the DOH. Thereafter, the DOH shall include in the Department's
program the establishment and operationalization of the specialty centers in the DOH hospitals, the funding of
which shall be included in the budget of the DOH under the annual General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 12. Separability Clause. - If any provision herein shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other
provisions hereof that are not affected thereby shall continue to bein full force and effect.

SEC. 13. Repeding Clause. - All laws, decrees, orders, rules, and regulations or other issuances or part
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 14. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the Official Gazette or in
a newspaper of general circulation.

Approved:
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(SGD.) FERDINAND MARTIN G. ROMUALDEZ

(SGD.) JUAN MIGUEL F. ZUBIRI
Speaker of the House of Representatives
President of the Senate

This Act, which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 2212 and House Bill No. 7751, was passed by the Senate of
the Philippines and the House of Representatives on May 31, 2023.

(SGD.) REGINALD S. VELASCO

(SGD.) RENATO N. BANTUG, JR.

Secretary General
House of Representatives

Secretary of the Senate
Approved: 24 AUG 2023

(SGD.) FERDINAND ROMUALDEZ MARCOS JR.

President of the Philippines

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 5
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11959, August 24, 2023

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 5
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



