
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

DECISIONS / SIGNED RESOLUTIONS · APRIL 30, 1966

MARTA A. VDA. DE CUIZON, PETITIONER, VS. EMILIANO ORTIZ AND
THE COURT OF AGRARIAN RELATIONS, RESPONDENTS.

G.R. No. L-20905. April 30, 1966

Ponente: ZALDIVAR. J.

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/301860acb275/

ZALDIVAR. J.:

This is a petition for a writ of certiorari to review and set aside the decision of the Court of Agrarian Relations,
Second Regional District, Cabanatuan City, in its CAR Case No. 2630-NE-61, approving the petition of the
respondent Emiliano Ortiz, tenant, against the petitioner, Marta A. Viuda de Cuizon, the landholder, for a change
of their tenancy contract from share tenancy to leasehold tenancy.

Respondent Emiliano Ortiz has been the share tenant of the petitioner Marta A. Viuda de Cuizon on a riceland
with an area of 3 hectares, more or less, seeded to to 2 cavans and 8 gantas of palay, situated in the barrio of Sto.
Cristo, Gapan, Nueva Ecija, since the agricultural year 1944-45 without the benefit of a registered written tenancy
contract. Up to the agricultural year 1957-58 the sharing ratio was 50-50; and from the agricultural year 1958-59
up to the agricultural year 1960-61 the sharing ratio was 70-30 in favor of the tenant, the latter contributing all the
items of production with the exception of the land.

On February 13, 1961 tenant Emiliano Ortiz sent a letter to landholder Marta A. Viuda de Cuizon by registered
mail, informing the latter of his (tenant's) desire to change their tenancy system from share to leasehold tenancy
effective the agricultural year 1961-62, which notice was received by the landholder on March 18, 1961. The
agricultural season for the first crop in 1961 started in the month of May of the same; year, so that the tenant had
timely and validly exercised his right to change the tenancy system from share to leasehold tenancy effective the
agricultural year 1961-62. The right availed of by the tenant is provided for in Section 14 of Rep. Act 1199 as
amended by Rep. Act 2263, the pertinent provisions of which reads as follows:

"The tenant shall have the right to change the tenancy contract from one of share tenancy to leasehold tenancy
and vice-versa * * * In the absence of any registered written contract the right may be exercised at least one
month before the agricultural year when the change shall be effected."

The landholder not having agreed to the change in the tenancy system, tenant Emiliano Ortiz filed before the
respondent Court of Agrarian Relations on April 18, 1961 a petition for a change in the tenancy system from share
to leasehold tenancy.

In her amended answer to the tenant's petition, the landholder contends that Section 14 of R.A. No. 1199, as
amended by R.A. No. 2263, which grants to the tenant the right to change the tenancy contract from one of share
to leasehold tenancy is unconstitutional and, therefore, null and void because (1) it impairs the obligation of
contract; (2) it is a class legislation; and (3) it deprives the landholder of her property without due process of law.

After hearing, the respondent Court of Agrarian Relations rendered a decision declaring the tenancy system
between the tenant (herein respondent Emiliano Ortiz) and the landholder (herein petitioner Marta A. Viuda de
Cuizon) to be under the leasehold tenancy system effective as of the agricultural season for the second crop from
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September 1962 to February 1963. The respondent court fixed the leasehold rentals as follows: for the first crop,
at 36 cavans and 34.96 kilos of palay; and for the second crop, at 37 cavans and 34.8 kilos of palay—all of the
same variety actually and usually planted in said landholding payable at the threshing site immediately upon the
threshing of the harvest every agricultural season.

Her petition for reconsideration of the decision rendered by the respondent court having been denied, landholder
appealed to this Court by way of a petition for certiorari.

The only question to be resolved by this Court in the present appeal is the constitutionality of Section 14 of R.A.
No. 1199 as amended by R.A. No. 2263.

The landholder, now petitioner, Marta A. Vda. de Cuizon, contends that said Sec. 14 of R.A. No. 1199, as
amended by R.A. 2263, is unconstitutional because: (1) said law constitutes an impairment of the obligations of
contract; (2) it is not regulatory in nature; (3) it is discriminatory; (4) it violates due process of law and the
principle of social justice.

Since this case was submitted for decision on November 11, 1963, this Court has rendered no less than three
decisions where the constitutionality of Sec. 14 of R.A. 1199, as amended by R.A. 22631 was upheld (Ramas vs.
Court of Agrarian Relations, G.R. No. L-19555, May 29, 1964; Macasaet vs. Court of Industrial Relations, et al.,
G.R. No. L-19750, July 17, 1964; and Uichangco vs. Gutierrez, et al. G.R. No. L-20275-20279, May 31, 1965). In
the decisions in these three cases practically all the grounds adduced by the herein petitioner, Marta A. vda. de
Cuizon, in assailing the constitutionality of Sec. 14 of R.A. 1199, as amended by R.A. 2263, had been passed
upon by this Court, and we do not consider it necessary to elaborate further on the matter. Very recently this
Court, in the case of Gamboa vs. Pallarca, G.R. No. 20407, March 31, 1966, also upheld the constitutionality of
Sec. 14 of R.A. 1199, as amended by R.A. 2263, precisely on the authority of the three cases we have herein
cited.

Wherefore, the petition for certiorari should be, as it is hereby denied; and the decision appealed from is affirmed.
With costs against the petitioner.

Bengzon, C.J., Bautista Angelo, Concepcion, Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Dizon, Regala, Makalintal, Bengzon, J.P.,
and Sanchez, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-20905. April 30, 1966

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-20905. April 30, 1966

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


