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Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/2faf7080ab07/

TO:

ALL LITIGANTS, JUSTICES, JUDGES AND PERSONNEL OF THE JUDICIARY, AND MEMBERS OF THE
BAR

RE : RISING CASES OF COVID-19 INFECTION

Due to the unabated rise of COVID-19 infection, and with the entire country now under a state of calamity, with
many cities either on "Extreme Enhanced Community Quarantine" or "Lockdown,” and to further limit the
movement and travel of justices, judges and their skeleton-staff, in line with the appeal of the Government for the
general public to stay home to prevent the further spread of COVID-19, ALL COURTS NATIONWIDE, from the
Supreme Court down to the first level courts, SHALL BE PHYSICALLY CLOSED to all court users and may be
reached only through their respective HOTLINES, and email addresses and Facebook accounts, if available,
EFFECTIVE 23 March 2020, Monday.

The litigants, lawyers, prosecutors and the general public are hereby advised to first call the proper court through
its hotline, or access it through its email address or Facebook account, if available, wherein it shall be determined
if the matter being raised is urgent. If urgent, only then will the justice or judge on-duty, together with the
skeleton-staff, go to court to receive and act on the said urgent matter. All calls and messages shall be entertained
from 8:30am to 2:00pm, Monday to Friday.

Accordingly, al justices and judges on-duty, together with their skeleton staff, must stay at their respective
residences, and shall only go to their courts once it has been determined that an urgent matter has to be acted
upon. Otherwise, they need not go to their courts.

Court personnel who were previously authorized to report to their respective courts, e.g., those concerned with the
payments and release of salaries and allowances in the Judiciary, shall continue to report to their respective courts
as the need arises.

Attached herein as Annex A are the hotlines, and available email addresses and Facebook accounts of all courts
nationwide.

Law enforcement agents are strongly advised to let our justices, judges and their respective skeleton-staff pass
through checkpoints as they all likewise have a constitutional mandate to perform.

All provisions of prior issuances inconsistent herewith are deemed repealed.
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FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE.

Paranaque City, 20 March 2020

(Sgd.) Hon. Diosdado M. Peralta
Chief Justice
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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