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WHEREAS, the records of our national agencies reflect large balances of accounts receivable and accounts
payable and unliquidated cash advances;

WHEREAS, a substantial portion of the total receivables and payables and cash advances is made up of prior year
items that are being liquidated very slowly or not at all;

WHEREAS, major obligations incurred in prior years by some of our national agencies are not paid and are not
reflected in the books of account;

WHEREAS, the amount of cash funds that will be available from current collections of accounts receivable and
cash advances, or that will be required for payment of obligations cannot be ascertained from our records; and

WHEREAS, this lack of vital financial information is handicapping our fiscal planning of government programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RAMON MAGSAYSAY, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in
me by law, do hereby create a NATIONAL ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE whose function shall be to examine
or review the accounts receivable and accounts payable and unliquidated cash advances of the national bureaus,
offices or agencies and to initiate or take immediate steps to liquidate and adjust these accounts to their proper
balances. The Committee shall be composed of the following:

The Commissioner of the Budget ........................................................ Chairman

The Secretary of Finance .................................................................... Member

The Auditor General ........................................................................... Member

The Committee is hereby authorized to call upon any department, bureau, office, agency or instrumentality of the
government, or any official or employee thereof, including provincial, city and municipal treasurers and
provincial and city auditors, for such assistance as it may need in the performance of its functions and
accomplishment of its mission.

The Committee may create such committees, working groups or task forces as it may deem necessary to carry out
the purpose of this Order or to accomplish its objectives. Personnel for any such committees or groups may be
drawn from the personnel of existing government agencies. The Committee shall appoint a Secretary to
coordinate or supervise the committees or working groups.

The Committee shall render a report of its activities and accomplishment to the President.

Nothing in this Order shall be construed to limit or reduce the authority or responsibility of any Government
official or employee for maintaining accurate accounting records.

This Administrative Order shall take effect immediately.

Done in the City of Manila, this 12th day of December, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-five,
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and of the Independence of the Philippines, the tenth.

(Sgd.) RAMON MAGSAYSAY
President of the Philippines

By the President:
(Sgd.) MARIANO YENKO, JR.
Assistant Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 156, December 12, 1955

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 156, December 12, 1955

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


