
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

COMMONWEALTH ACTS · DECEMBER 16, 1941

AN ACT DECLARING A STATE OF TOTAL EMERGENCY AS A RESULT
OF WAR INVOLVING THE PHILIPPINES AND AUTHORIZING THE
PRESIDENT TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS TO MEET
SUCH EMERGENCY.

COMMONWEALTH ACT NO. 671, December 16, 1941

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/2d6aea0f27dd/

Be it enacted by the National Assembly of the Philippines:

SECTION 1. The existence of war between the United States and other countries of Europe and Asia, which
involves the Philippines, makes it necessary to invest the President with extra-ordinary powers in order to meet
the resulting emergency.

SEC. 2. Pursuant to the provisions of Article VI, Section 16, of the Constitution, the President is hereby
authorized, during the existence of the emergency, to promulgate such rules and regulations as he may deem
necessary to carry out the national policy declared in Section 1 hereof. Accordingly, he is, among other things,
empowered (a) to transfer the seat of the Government or any of its subdivisions, branches, departments, offices,
agencies or instrumentalities; (b) to reorganize the Government of the Commonwealth including the
determination of the order of precedence of the heads of the Executive Departments; (c) to create new
subdivisions, branches, departments, offices, agencies or instrumentalities of government and to abolish any of
those already existing; (d) to continue in force laws and appropriations which would lapse or otherwise become
inoperative, and to modify or suspend the operation or application of those of an administrative character; (e) to
impose new taxes or to increase, reduce, suspend, or abolish those in existense; (f) to raise funds through the
issuance of bonds or otherwise, and to authorize the expenditure of the proceeds thereof; (g) to authorize the
National, provincial, city or municipal governments to incur in overdrafts for purposes that he may approve; (h) to
declare the suspension of the collection of credits or the payment of debts; and (i) to exercise such other powers as
he may deem necessary to enable the government to fullfill its responsibilities and to maintain and enforce its
authority.

SEC. 3. The President of the Philippines shall as soon as practicable upon the covening of the Congress of the
Philippines report thereto all the rules and regulations promulgated by him under the powers therein granted.

SEC. 4. This act shall take effect upon its approval, and the rules and regulations promulgated hereunder shall be
in force and effect until the Congress of the Philippines shall otherwise provide.

Approved, December 16, 1941.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library COMMONWEALTH ACT NO. 671, December 16, 1941

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


