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Attached is the letter dated December 11, 1998 of Director Aurora T. Aquino, Office of the President,
Malacañang, endorsing the Executive Order No. 47 issued on December 8, 1998, BROADENING THE POWERS
OF THE SECRETARY OF FINANCE OVER THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS.

For your information.

Adopted: 22 Dec. 1998

(SGD.) JULITA S. MANAHAN
Deputy Commissioner
Internal Administration Group
Executive Order No. 47[*]

Broadening the Powers of the Secretary of Finance Over the Bureau of Customs
WHEREAS, it is the declared policy of the State to promote efficiency in collection of taxes and customs duties;

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Customs performs a major role in the collection of revenues for the government;

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 39, Series of 1986 enlarged the powers and functions of the Commissioner of
Customs by authorizing him the following:

a) To appoint Bureau personnel, except those appointed by the President;

b) To discipline, suspend, dismiss or otherwise penalize erring Bureau officers and employees;

c) To act on all matters pertaining to promotion, transfer, detail, reassignment, reemployment and other personal
action, involving officers and employees of the Bureau of Customs.

WHEREAS, the Department of Finance is mandated to be primarily responsible for the sound and efficient
collection of government revenues;

WHEREAS, it is indispensable for the Department of Finance to have full supervision and control over the
Bureau of Customs to effectively carry out its mandate of promoting the efficient collection of government
revenues;

WHEREAS, there is a need, in the exigency of public service, to see to it that the policy formulated and adopted
by the Department of Finance be properly implemented;

WHEREAS, the President of the Philippines had the continuing power to recognize the National Government as
established under Presidential Decree NO. 1416, as amended by Presidential Decree No. 1772 and the Revised
Administrative Code of 1987;

NOW, THEREFORE, I JOSEPH EJERCITO ESTRADA, President of the Republic of the Philippines, do hereby
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order;

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Finance shall have the power to review, reverse, revise, modify or set aside
decisions of the Bureau of Customs, subject to the Civil Service Law, regarding the Bureau’s personnel
appointments, promotion, assignment, transfer, detail, suspension, dismissal and such other personnel action
concerning them.

SECTION 2. Repealing Clause. All Executive orders, administrative orders, proclamations, rules and regulations
or parts thereof that are inconsistent with this Order are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 3. Effectively. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.

Adopted: 08 Dec. 1998

(SGD.) JOSEPH EJERCITO ESTRADA
President of the Republic of the Philippines

By the President:

(SGD.) RONALDO B. ZAMORA
Executive secretary

[*] Also Filed by the Office of the President on 04 Feb. 1999.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library BROADENING THE POWERS OF THE SECRETARY OF FINANCE...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library BROADENING THE POWERS OF THE SECRETARY OF FINANCE...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


