EXECUTIVE ORDERS - JANUARY 19, 2024

REACTIVATING AND RECONSTITUTING THE TASK FORCE EL NINO,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 53, January 19, 2024

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/29290b55ba6e/

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 16 (s. 2001) created a Presidential Task Force to enhance agency coordination
in the formulation and implementation of measures that will mitigate the effects of the EI Nifio phenomena (Task
Force);

WHEREAS, the Task Force was mandated to, among others, develop a comprehensive disaster preparedness and
rehabilitation plan for the EI Nifio and La Nifia phenomena, aiming to provide systematic, holistic, and
results-driven intervention to help the public cope and minimize its devastating effects;

WHEREAS, Memorandum Order (MO) No. 38 (s. 2019) reconstituted the Task Force as the El Nifio Task Force
with the mandate to revise and update the Roadmap for Addressing the Impacts of the EI Nifio;

WHEREAS, in 2023, a National Action Plan Framework was crafted with the goal of increasing the resilience of
communities against the effects of El Nifio, which focused on five (5) key sectors, namely, water supply,
agriculture, electricity, health, and public safety, and with corresponding key priority interventions to be
implemented by concerned government agencies;

WHEREAS, recent monitoring and analysis by the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration have revealed that the warm sea surface
temperature, which began in March 2023 in the central and eastern tropical Pecific, has fully evolved into El Nifio
as of July 2023 and continues to exhibit signs of intensification with majority of global climate models suggesting
that El Nifio will likely persist until the second quarter of 2024;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is fully committed to realizing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal
No. 1 of eradicating poverty, implementing nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all,
and granting equal access to economic resources particularly for the poor and vulnerable sector of society; and

WHEREAS, the recurrence of the El Nifio phenomenon calls for the implementation of both short and long-term
solutions to ensure food, water and energy security, safeguard livelihoods, and improve the country's disaster and
climate resilience; and

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article VII of the Constitution vests in the President the power of control over all
executive departments, bureaus, and offices, and the mandate to ensure the faithful execution of laws;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND R. MARCOS, JR., President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers
vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws, do hereby order:

Section 1. Reactivation and Reconstitution of the Task Force El Nifio. The Task Force El Nifio is hereby
reactivated under the Office of the President, and its membership reconstituted as follows:

Chairperson
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Secretary, Department of National Defense

Co-Chairperson

Secretary, DOST

Members

Secretary, Department of Environment and Natural Resources;

Secretary, Department of Agriculture;

Secretary, Department of Health; and

Secretary, National Economic and Development Authority.

The Office of Civil Defense shall provide administrative and technical support to the Task Force in the
performance of its functions.

Section 2. Powers and Functions of the Task Force. The Task Force shall have the following powers and
functions:

a. Revise and update, as may be necessary, the Strategic El Nifio National Action Plan, which shall serve as the
comprehensive disaster preparedness and rehabilitation plan for the EI Nifio Phenomenon;

b. Monitor the implementation of short and long-term solutions and programs identified in the Strategic El Nifio
National Action Plan, especialy on the five (5) critical areas, namely: (i) water security; (ii) food security; (iii)
energy security; (iv) health; and (v) safety;

c. Coordinate with all concerned agencies in order to expedite the completion of all ongoing water infrastructure

projects intended to cushion or mitigate the impacts of El Nifio not later than end of April 2024;

d. In coordination with the Presidential Communications Office, conduct a massive information campaign to
educate the public on the El Nifio phenomenon, and the necessary interventions to reduce its expected adverse
impact to the country;

e. Submit to the President, through the Office of the Executive Secretary, a monthly report on the implementation
of this Order; and

f. Perform such other functions as may be directed by the President and/or the Executive Secretary.

The Presidential Task Force under EO No. 16 and El Nifio Task Force under MO No. 38 are hereby directed to
turn-over all document necessary to ensure efficient transition in the performance of powers and functions of the
TFEN.

Section 3. Agency Support. The Task Force may call upon the assistance of such other government agencies and
entities, as may be necessary in the performance of its functions. All concerned govenrment agencies and entities
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are hereby directed to render full support to, and cooperation with the Task Force.

For this purpose, the Task Force is hereby authorized to create, convene and reorganize sub-committees, and/or
working groups to ensure the efficient and effective implementation of this Order, as well as the Strategic El Nifio
National Action Plan, subject to existing laws, rules and regulations.

Section 4. El Nifio Online Platform. In coordination with the Department of Information and Communications
Technology, the Task Force is hereby directed to establish the El Nifio Online Platform, which will serve as a
centralized repository for a wide range of data, research, and information concerning El Nifio, such as interactive
maps and visuaizations, as well as well-informed, data-driven plans and programs related to El Nifio.

The El Nifio Online Platform shall support government decision-making, enhance public awareness, and foster
public understanding of El Nifio and its effects

Section 5. Funding. The funding requirements for the implementation of this Order shall be charged against the
existing appropriations of the member-agencies of the Task Force and such available funding sources as may be
identified by the Department of Budget and Management, subject to relevant budgeting, accounting, and auditing
rules and regulations. Thereafter, the subsequent funding requirements for the purpose shall be included in the
budget proposals of the member-agencies of the Task Force, subject to the usual budget preparation process.

Section 6. Repeal. EO No. 16, (s. 2001) and MO No. 38 (s. 2019) are hereby repealed. All other orders, issuances,
or part thereof, which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Order, are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

Section 7. Separability. If any section or part of this Order is declared unconstitutional, the other sections or
provisions not otherwise affected shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 8. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect immediately.

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 19[th] day of January, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and
Twenty-Four.

(SGD.) FERDINAND R. MARCOS, JR.

By the President:

(SGD.) LUCASP. BERSAMIN
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 53, January 19, 2024

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



