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Pursuant to Republic Act No. 7586 otherwise known as the National Integrated Protected System Act (NIPAS
Act) and its Implementing Rules and Regulations, and to rationalize the designation of management zones within
protected areas. Section 10 of DAO 25, series of 1992 is hereby amended.

Section 1- Objectives. This Order aims to provide the criteria in the identification and edures in the delineation
and/or demarcation of management zones within protected areas.

Section 2. Scope and Coverage. This Order applies to all protected areas under the MipAS except for those
protected areas which have already been covered by specific nabling laws prior to issuance of this Order.

Section 3. Definition of Terms. As used in this Order, the following terms shall mean:

Delineation - refers to the actual ground survey of the boundaries of protected areas and/ or its management zones
using Global Positioning System (GPS) or other applicable surveying instruments/technologies to come up with a
map of the area.

Demarcation - refers to the establishment of the boundaries of a protected area and/or management zone using
viable markers/monuments, bouys in case of marine areas, and known natural features/landmarks, among others,
as a result of the actual ground delineation.

Section 4. Rationalization of Management Zones. Section 10 of DAO 25, S. of 1992 is hereby amended to reduce
the nine (9) categories of management zones enumerated therein to two (2) classifications:

4.1 Multiple Use Zone (MUZ)

MUZ are areas or zone for settlement, traditional and/or sustainable land-use, including agriculture, agro forestry,
and other income generating or livelihood activities may be allowed consistent with the Protected Area
Management Plan of the protected area.

The zone includes, among others, areas of high recreational tourism, educational or environmental awareness
values and areas consisting of installation allowed under existing Guidelines and of national significance/interest
such as facilities/structures for renewable energy, telecommunications and electric power generation, among
others.

4.2 Strict Protection Zone (SPZ)

SPZ are areas or zone consist of natural areas with high biodiversity value, closed to ALL human activities except
for scientific studies and/or ceremonial or non-extractive use by the Indiginous cultural communities/indigenous
peoples.
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It may also include habitats of threatened species, or degraded areas that have been designated for restoration and
subsequent protection, even if these areas are still various of regeneration.

Section 5. Criteria in the Identification of Management Zones. The following criteria e used in the identification
of management zones:

5.1 Areas that are intended for strict protection zones may include any or a combination of the following:

5.1.1

Remaining natural vegetation or ecosystems representative of the biogeographic zone (such as lowland forest,
coral reefs, seagrass beds and old qr mangroves);

5.1.2

Habitat of wildlife, either threatened or endemic to the area, necessary in part or wholly to complete their life
cycle; and/or

5.1.3

Areas that would need restoration or rehabilitation to maintain the ecological integrity of the Strict Protection
Zone once restored.

There can be more than one Strict Protection Zone in protected areas with a diversity of ecosystems with
ecological niches.

5.2 All areas that do not fall within the criteria for Strict Protection Zone shall be considered Multiple Use Zone.
Sub-zonification of the multiple use zone may be done during the formulation of the protected area management
plan.

Section 6. Procedure in the Identification/Designation and Delineation and/or Demarcation of Strict Protection
Zone (SPZ) and Multiple-Use Zone (MUZ).

6.1 Identification. The following activities shall be undertaken in the identification of SPZ and MUZ:

6.1.1

Site assessment. A team headed by the Protected Area Superintendent (PASu) shall be created by the Protected
Area Management Board (PAMB) to undertake the assessment and delineation of the SPZ and MUZ. The team
shall preferably be composed of the members of the teams that conducted the Protected Area Suitability
Assessment (PASA). Survey and Registration of Protected Area Occupants and Resources Profiling (SRPAO),
and representatives from the PAMB, concerned Local Government Units and affected local communities.

The assessment shall be done to evaluate the various biological, physical and socio-economic features as well as
the prevailing land uses within the protected area. Assessment shall include on-site observation and collection of
primary date including focus group discussions with the concerned local government units and affected local
communities. It shall take into account the results of the PASA, socio-economic and demographic studies, and the
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current projects in the area. Scientifically accepted methodologies and those employed in the Philippine by
reputable field biologists shall be adopted in the assessment of flora and fauna. The data shall be quantifiable and
can be used to compare information temporally and spatially. The output of this activity is an indicative map of
the protected area showing the extent of the strict protection zone multiple use zone including the allowable
activities in each zone.

6.1.2

Public notification and coordination. This shall be done using various mean information campaign such as but not
limited to barangay assembly posting of notices in conspicuous places, interpersonal/interactive communication,
distribution of flyers and other printed materials and radio plugs.

6.1.3

Public consultation. This is intended to present and discuss with the stakeholders the proposed management
zones. Consultations shall be done after the assessment before any physical development shall be undertaken. Any
conflict that may arise during the consultation shall be resolved using appropriate alternative dispute resolution
methods.

6.2 Delineation and/or Demarcation. The following shall be considered in the delineation/ or demarcation of the
MUZ and SPZ:

6.2.1

As much as practicable, delineation and demarcation shall be done using natural markers or observed points shall
be monumented with 15cm x 15cm x 60cm monuments and mooring buoys in case of marine areas. The mooring
buoy system and spacing to be adapted shall depend on the bathymetry of the area and bottom substrate.

The positions of such markers may be observed and recorded using Global position System instruments or other
suitable survey instruments.

Natural boundary markers may be augmented by strip planting using indigenous forest tree species and man-made
permanent markers. Interpretive signs using materials that would blend with the natural setting may also be
installed as boundary markers.

6.2.2

The ground delineation/demarcation may be done in close coordination with NAMRIAor existing Regional
Survey Composite Team under the RED and in the case of marine areas, establishment and installation of deeper
and bigger buoy system shall be in coordination with the Philippine Coast Guard.
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Section 7. Monitoring and Evaluation. The PAMB shall create a team composed of the PASu, LGU and a
representative from the community to monitor the identification and delineation/demarcation of MUZ and SPZ.
The Chairperson of PAMB shall update the Secretary, through PAWB on the implementation of this Order.

Section 8. Geologically hazardous areas. These are areas susceptible to erosion, and slide, earthquake, tsunamis,
volcanic eruptions and other geological events which may be identified within the SPZ or MUZ. Measures to
mitigate and reduce risk to public safety from geological hazards should be incorporated in the PAMP.

Section 9. Transitory Provision. If appropriate, for protected areas with existing Management zones, the PAMB
through the PASu shall initiate the review of the SPZ and following the criteria provided in Section 5 of this DAO
in consultation with affected stakeholders , after which the delineation shall commence in accordance with
Section 6 hereof.

Section 10. Repealing Clause. This Order supersedes all other issuances inconsistent

Section 11. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect (15) days after its publication in news Paper of general
circulation and a copy thereof submitted to the Office of National Administrative Register (ONAR).

Adopted: 08 Sept. 2008

(SGD.) JOSE L. ATIENZA, JR.
Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library AMENDING SECTION 10 OF DAO NO. 25 SERIES OF 1992 AND ...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 5

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library AMENDING SECTION 10 OF DAO NO. 25 SERIES OF 1992 AND ...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 5

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


