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RESOLUTION CLARIFYING THE APPLICABILITY OF CREDIT CARD
PAYMENTS TO PURCHASES OF SENIOR CITIZENS SUBJECT TO THE
20% DISCOUNT

DSWD RESOLUTION NO. 1-2009, S. OF 2009, March 26, 2009

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/246e1e017934/

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 9257, otherwise known as the “Expanded Senior Citizens Act of 2003” and its
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR), provided for a twenty percent (20%) Senior Citizens’ Discount from
all establishment relative to the utilization of services in hotels and similar lodging establishments, restaurants and
recreation centers, and purchase of medicines in all establishments for the exclusive use and enjoyment of senior
citizens;

WHEREAS, Section 4, Article 7, Rule V of the IRR, states that the 20% discount shall apply, regardless of the
amount, to all prices of goods and services offered to the general public of the amount purchased from all
establishments covered by the law regardless of their classification;

WHEREAS, the exclusive use and enjoyment of the senior citizens is the only requirement intended by the
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) in drafting the IRR of RA 9257 on the availment of the
20% discount in restaurants and similar eating establishments;

WHEREAS, the Department of Trade and Industry issued an opinion dated 05 February 2007 confirming that RA
9257 did not distinguish the mode of payment by which senior citizens may avail of the 20% discount;

WHEREAS, during the Public Consultation on the Consolidated Purchase Booklet of the DTI and the Department
of Agriculture, retailers, grocery and supermarket owners and senior citizens group agreed to allow credit card
payments for purchase of basic necessities and prime commodities subject to the 5% discount for a total value of
above 650;

WHEREAS, the DTI issued a revised Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in September 2007 reiterating that a
credit card may be used in purchasing prescription drugs and medicines, but purchase of basic necessities and
prime commodities with a total value of P650 or less should be paid in cash;

WHEREFORE, foregoing premises considered, the Board RESOLVES, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that :

1. Senior Citizens availing of the discount should be allowed to purchase in either cash or through credit card;
2. Credit card payments is allowed for purchasing drugs and medicines entitled to the 20% discount;
3. To avail of the 5% special discount for the prime commodities and basic necessities, credit card payments
shall be allowed for a total value of above P650, but for a total value of P650 or less, payment should be made
in cash;
4. Credit card payments shall be allowed for the purchase of food, drinks and other consumable items entitled
to the 20% discount from restaurants and similar establishments where it is applicable, as when credit card
facility/machine is available and where store policies allow for such payment in specific transactions.

Adopted: 26 March 2009
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