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PARAS, C.J.:

On May 10, 1948, the petitioner Vicente Viloria filed in the Court of First Instance of Pangasinan a petition for
summary distribution of the properties left by the deceased Carlos Viloria among his only surviving children and
heirs, namely, the petitioner and Isidoro Viloria. The latter filed an opposition, alleging that he (Isidoro Viloria)
should have a total share of some 17,079 square meters, and Vicente Viloria should have a total share of some
15,262 square meters. After several postponements of the hearing, the parties, assisted by their respective
attorneys, submitted a written stipulation whereby a one-fourth portion on the western side of lot No. 3436 and a
one-fourth portion on the northeastern side of lot No. 3394 are ceded to the oppositor Isidoro Viloria and the
remaining three-fourths of said lots are ceded to the petitioner Vicente Viloria. In view of this stipulation, and
after receiving evidence from the petitioner in support of his jurisdictional averments in the complaint, the Court
of First Instance of Pangasinan rendered a decision on March 8, 1951, the dispositive parts of which read as
follows:

"Wherefore, the Court hereby declares that Carlos Viloria died intestate without debts, obligations, or credits
whatsoever and that the persons entitled to succeed in the properties left by said deceased are his two children,
Vicente Viloria and Isidoro Viloria, to whom said properties be summarily adjudicated in accordance with the
stipulation and agreement submitted by said heirs on February 26, 1951 and which is hereby approved, subject,
however, to the provisions of section 4, Rule 74 of the Rules of Court.

"Let a copy of this decision be forwarded to the Branch of Internal Revenue at Dagupan City for the purpose of
ascertaining the inheritance taxes, if any."

Notice of this decision was served on the parties, thru their respective attorneys, on March 13, 1951. On August 1,
1951, the oppositor, Isidoro Viloria, thru another counsel, filed a petition praying that said decision be set aside
and a trial on the merits be ordered, on the ground that the oppositor, being illiterate, did not know the true
contents of the stipulation on which the decision was based, and that said decision came to his personal
knowledge only on July 23, 1951. On August 9, 1951, the oppositor filed an amended petition, containing the new
allegation that the petition failed to include in his petition for summary distribution lot No. 4972, of some 7,995
square meters, as part of the hereditary estate left by the deceased Carlos Viloria. The petitioner filed an
opposition. On August 23, 1951, the Court of First Instance of Pangasinan issued an order, denying oppositor's
petition and amended petition to set aside the decision of March 8, 1951. From this order the oppositor has
appealed.

It is argued for the appellant that his petition is one for relief under Rule 38 of the Rules of Court, founded on
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fraud or mistake consisting in the fact that he signed the stipulation in question in the belief that it adjudicated to
him one-half of the entire estate left by the deceased Carlos Viloria. We cannot accept appellant's position. The
stipulation bore not only his signature but also that of his attorney, and during the hearing held on March 5, 1951,
he confirmed, upon being questioned by the trial Judge, his thumbmark appearing on the document containing the
stipulation. His attorney was also present at the hearing, and it cannot be supposed, in the absence of any showing
to the contrary, that the latter acted irregularly. Indeed, the appellant did not ask for a change of attorney. The
appellant cannot claim that he learned of the decision only on July 23, 1951, because he was represented by
counsel who received notice on March 13, 1951, and this is notice to the appellant. Much less can the latter claim
that he was not timely apprised of the tenor of the appealed decision, because he must have known that said
decision was to conform to the stipulation in question.

The alleged fact that the petitioner-appellee omitted in his petition for summary distribution lot No. 4972, is of no
moment, since the same may be subject of a proper action, if desired, between the oppositor-appellant and the
petitioner-appellee.

Wherefore, the appealed decision is affirmed without costs. So ordered.

Feria, Pablo, Bengzon, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, Jugo, Bautista Angelo and Labrador, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No. L-5217. May 13, 1953

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No. L-5217. May 13, 1953

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


