EXECUTIVE ORDERS - DECEMBER 27, 2005

PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE IN
THE PHILIPPINES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 481, December 27, 2005

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/21bd248084e8/

WHEREAS , it is a declared policy of the State to promote agriculture development, conserve environmental
resources and promote social equity and product access to foreign and domestic markets of agriculture and fishery
commodities;

WHEREAS , the development of Organic Agriculture nationwide as a farming scheme enhances global
competitiveness, environmental integrity, food security and safety, and increases productivity and alleviate
poverty;

WHEREAS , the State recognizes the potential of Organic Agriculture in increasing value-added in agricultural
export and local consumption products;

WHEREAS , the stakeholders have recognized the potential of certified organic farming as a way to lower input
costs, utilization of local raw material inputs, conserve non-renewable resources, mainstream into high-value
markets and improve farm income;

WHEREAS, the stakeholder of Organic Agriculture have manifested their strong interest to aggressively promote
organic agriculture with support from the government on the research, development and extension activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO , President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Declaration of Objectives . — This Executive Order shall have the following objectives:

(a) promote organic agriculture as afarming scheme especially in rural farming communities;

(b) forge effective networking and collaboration with the stakeholders involved in the production, handling,
processing and marketing of organic agriculture products;

(c) guarantee food and environmental safety by means of an ecological approach to farming; and

(d) ensure the integrity of organic products through the approved organic certification procedures and organic
production, handling and processing standards.

SEC. 2.The National Organic Agriculture Program (NOAP). — The Department of Agriculture National Organic
Agriculture Program shall focus on, but not limited to:

(a) Regulations and Guidelines

(b) Certification and Accreditation

(c) Market Promotion and Networking

(d) Organic Information for Producers, Handlers and Processors
(e) Research, Development and Extension

SEC. 3. The National Organic Agriculture Board (NOAB) . — There is hereby constituted the National Organic
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Agriculture Board, hereinafter referred to as the NOAB. The NOAB shall be composed of the following:

(@) The Secretary of the Department of Agriculture as Chairperson;

(b) The Secretary of the Department of Trade and Industry as Vice-Chair;

(c) The Secretary of the Department of Health as Vice-Chair;

(d) The Secretary of the Department of Interior and Local Government;

(e) The Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources; and
(f) The Secretary of the Department of Science and Technology.

There shall be appointed to the NOAB seven (7) representatives engaged in the practice of organic agriculture.
Such representatives may be taken from, but not limited to the recommended sectors listed below:

a) Three from the private sector who operate an organic farm; organic handling and processing; and establishment
with significant trade in organic products;

b) Two from the NGO/PO who represents public interest or consumer interest;

¢) One from organic certifying body as identified under SEC. 6 of thisE.O.; and

d) One from the academe with expertise in areas of environmental protection and resource conservation,
toxicology and biochemistry.

A member of the Board shall serve for aterm of 3 years. A member cannot serve consecutive terms unless such
member served an original term that was less than 3 years.

A National Technical Committee (NTC) shall be created as an implementing arm of the policies, programs and
projects identified and approved by the Board. It shall be drawn from the Department of Agriculture, Department
of Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Land Reform, representative from the private sector and
civil society.

The Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product Standards (BAFPS) of the Department of Agriculture shall serve
as the Technical and Administrative Secretariat of the Board and the NTC with the member agencies providing
additional staff support as the need arises.

SEC. 4. Functions, Duties and Responsibilities of the NOAB and the NTC . — The NOAB shall have the following
function, duties and responsibilities:

(a) Formulate policies, plans, programs and projects to promote and develop Organic Agriculture;

(b) Oversee the successful implementation of the Organic Agriculture programs and projects;

(c) Cal upon any government agency to carry out and implement programs and projects identified by the Board,;
(d) Call upon private sectors, peopl€e’s organizations (POs) and non-government organizations (NGOs), and the
academe to provide advise on matters pertaining to organic agriculture;

(e) Identify sources of financing to expand organic agriculture; and

(f) Submit annual and other periodic reports to the Office of the President.

The National Technical Committee shall:

(a) Implement Organic Agriculture programs and projects approved by the Board;

(b) Update the Board on the status of the programs, projects and activities undertaken for the promotion and
development of organic agriculture;

(c) Forge effective networking with the various stakehol ders involved in organic production; and

(d) Perform such other functions, duties and responsibilities as may be necessary to implement this Executive
Order.
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SEC. 5. Compliance Requirements for Organic Standards . — Adoption of the Philippine National Standard for
Organic Agriculture (PNS/BAFPS 07:2003 1CS.65.020) specificaly listed in ANNEX “A” shall be mandatory
throughout the country for the sectors involved in the production and marketing organic agriculture products.

SEC. 6.0rganic Accreditation. — The Department of Agriculture through Administrative Order 13 Series of 2003
listed in ANNEX “B”, otherwise known as the “Guidelines in the Accreditation of Certifying Bodies for
Standards on Organic Agriculture” shall accredit certifying bodies as prescribed in the guidelines.

SEC. 7.Labeling of Organically Produced Products. — In addition to the requirements for labeling of organic
products, commodities, goods and merchandise pursuant to PNS/BAFPS 07:2003 1CS.65.020 listed in ANNEX
“A”, the products, commodities, goods or merchandise must contain contents prescribed in this Executive Order.

SEC. 8. Research, Development and Extension . — The DA, DOST, SCUs and other appropriate agencies such as
but not limited to scientific/professiona organizations and research institutions shall develop, enhance, support
and consolidate activities and related technologies to protect the environment and improve organic matter
depleted agricultural soils, reduce cost of production, improve product quality and increase value-added for global
competitiveness of Organic Produce.

SEC. 9. Appropriations . — The Department of Agriculture shall allocate from its present budget such amount not
less than Five Million Pesos (P5,000,000.00) for the initial operation of the NOAB and its Secretariat. A portion
of the amount thereof may be taken from the Presidential Social Fund for the initial year of implementation of the
program. Thereafter, the Department of Agriculture shall include an appropriate amount in the General
Appropriations Act following its enactment and every year thereafter.

SEC. 10.Implementing Guidelines. — The Board, within ninety (90) working days in consultation with other
agencies and stakeholders concerned shall formulate the implementing rules and regulations to carry out the
provisions of this Executive Order.

SEC. 11.Separability Clause. — If any of the provisions of the Executive Order is declared invalid, the remainder
shall remain operative.

SEC. 12.Effectivity. — This Executive Order shall take effect immediately after publication in a newspaper of
general circulation.

DONE, in the City of Manila, on this 27th day of December, in the year of our Lord twenty hundred and five.
(SGD.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

By the President:

(SGD.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 481, December 27, 2005

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



