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WHEREAS, Section 13, Article 11 of the 1987 Constitution declares that the State recognizes the vital role of the
youth in nation-building and shall promote their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual and social well-being;

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article 11 of the 1987 Constitution states that the State shall give priority to education,
science and technology, arts, culture and sports to foster patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress,
and promote total human liberation and development;

WHEREAS, in addition to the above principles, Section 19(1), Article XIV of the1987 Constitution mandates that
the State shall promote physical education and encourage sports programs, league competitions, and amateur
sports, including training for international competitions, to foster self-discipline, teamwork, and excellence for the
development of a healthy and alert citizenry;

WHEREAS, Filipinos have excelled in international competitions in such sports as boxing;

WHEREAS, the Philippines aspires to have at least one gold medal in the 2008 Beijing Olympics;

WHEREAS, studies made in the United States and Canada showed that children who played chess performed
better and received higher scores on standardized tests for both reading and math;

WHEREAS, the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan calls for strengthening education in math, science
and English;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 6847 created the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) to carry out the above
conditional policies and principles in coordination with the various government departments and agencies and
private entities;

WHEREAS, the PSC has a Grassroots Program to carry out the above programs; Now Therefore I, Gloria M.
Arroyo, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. The Grassroots Program of the PSC shall be strengthened to develop potential gold medalists in the
Olympics as well as to encourage children to play chess so as to help their reading and math skills.

SECTION 2. The Grassroots Program shall endeavor to:

a. Plan, implement and oversee a comprehensive educational and training program for boxing, chess and other
sports with Olympic gold potentials in coordination with various sectors including, among others, the respective
sports federations, the Philippine Olympic Committee, public and private schools, local governments and private
corporations.

b. Discover special talent and skills in boxing, chess and other sports with Olympic gold potentials from among
students enrolled in the country’s public and private schools through competitive tournaments;
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c. Develop and hone the aptitude of boxing, chess and other sports with Olympic gold potentials of known
exceptional players including those discovered through tournaments;

d. Develop a pool of grade school and high school scholars in chess and sports with Olympic gold potentials who
will be given training and financial support.

e. Support aspiring potential Masters and Olympic gold medalists to gain their titles;

f. Develop and promulgate rules and regulations to implement this Executive Order;

g. Conduct promotional and awareness campaigns for chess and sports with Olympic gold potentials to achieve
the objectives of an Olympic gold and improved reading and math skills; and

h. Exercise such other acts as are incident to or are appropriate and necessary in connection with the strengthening
of the program.

SECTION 3. The Grassroots Program for each sport shall be managed by a program Task Force composed of five
members to be appointed by the President from among the following:

- PSC, Chairman

- Philippine Olympic Committee, Co-Chairman

- The relevant sports federation, Program Director

- Philippine University Games, Member

- Business Community, Member

SECTION 4. Each Task Force shall appoint from among its members a full-time Operating Officer who shall
direct and supervise the day-to-day operations of the Program and shall have control and supervision over the
administrative management of the Program.

SECTION 5. The Grassroots Program shall consist of the following three main components:

- First Phase – Early recruitment and training

- Second Phase – Development and training of the talents of the National Training Pool for the appropriation
certification

- Third Phase – Elite training and preparation for international competitions for the purpose of obtaining an
Olympic gold medal or Grandmaster title.

SECTION 6. The Program shall be provided with an operation fund of Fifty Million Pesos (P50,000,000) to be
drawn from the mandatory contribution of the Philippine Amusement and Games Corporation to the PSC in
addition to the annual budget appropriations from the PSC.

The PSC is hereby empowered to conduct fund raising activities by donations benefits and other means for
financial purposes of augmenting its operation budget.

SECTION 7. All executive issuances, orders, rules and regulations or parts thereof which are inconsistent with
this Executive Order are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

Adopted: 07 Aug. 2007
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(SGD.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

By the President:

(SGD.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 651, August 07, 2007

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 651, August 07, 2007

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


