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Pursuant to the directive under Executive Order No. 523, and Section 7.1 of Rep. Act No. 8293, also known as the
Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines (“IP Code”), Office Order No. 154, s. 2010 (Rules of Procedure for
IPO Mediation Proceedings) is hereby modified, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of Office Order No. 154, s. 2010 is hereby modified to read:

“ Section 2. Mandatory mediation of cases. – All cases enumerated under Section 1 shall be referred to
mediation. The mediator shall be selected from the list of IPO accredited mediators.

“ Subject to the attached Guidelines (Annex), parties may also opt/agree to submit their dispute to the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Mediation.”

SECTION 2. The sanctions provided in the first paragraph of Section 8 of Office Order No. 154, s. 2010, shall
also apply to cases submitted to WIPO Mediation.

SECTION 3. Repealing Clause. – All other office Memoranda, memorandum circulars, rules or regulations
inconsistent with this Office Order are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 4. Separability Clause. – If any provision of this Office Order is declared unconstitutional or void by
any court of competent jurisdiction, or the applicability thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
constitutionality and validity of the remainder of this Office Order shall not be affected thereby, and to this end
the sections and provisions hereof are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Effectivity. – This Office Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after date of publication in a
newspaper of general circulation.

SECTION 6. Submission to the University of the Philippines Law Center. – Three (3) certified copies of this
Office Order shall be submitted to the National Registry at the University of the Philippines Law Center.

Done this 10[th] of April 2015, Taguig City.

(SGD) ATTY. ALLAN B. GEPTY
Deputy Director General/Officer-in-Charge

Attachment:

GUIDELINES ON THE REFERRAL OF IPOPHL CASES TO WIPO MEDIATION

- Coverage: All cases filed in the IPOPHL primarily involving one or more parties domiciled outside the
Philippines (as provided in the WIPO-IPOPHL Memorandum of Understanding on ADR) shall be referred to
mediation, pursuant to Section 2 of Office Order No. 154, s. 2010.

- Procedure:
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- 1. Upon referral of a case to IPOPHL Mediation under Office Order No. 154, s. 2010, parties-litigants shall be
informed during the briefing stage of their option to submit their dispute to WIPO Mediation and shall receive a
copy of the Agreement and Request for WIPO Mediation. On request, a party shall be given a maximum of 15
calendar days within which to signify or confirm the submission to WIPO Mediation. If the parties failed to agree
to submit the dispute to WIPO Mediation, the IPOPHL mediation process shall immediately resume.

- If the parties agree to refer the case to WIPO Mediation they shall complete and sign the Agreement and Request
for WIPO Mediation.

- Within 5 days after the parties’ signing of the Agreement and Request for WIPO Mediation, the Bureau of Legal
Affairs’ Alternative Dispute Resolution Services (BLA-ADRS) shall issue the Order stating that the parties agree
to submit the case to WIPO Mediation, and the suspension of IPOPHL mediation. Immediately, upon the issuance
of the Order, the Director of the BLA-ADRS shall notify the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center (WIPO
Center), furnishing the latter a copy of the Order. The WIPO Center shall confirm the receipt of the notice and the
Order.

- After confirmation that it received the notice and the Order, the WIPO Center shall notify the parties and
conduct the mediation under the WIPO Mediation Rules, including the applicable fees for IPOPHL cases. The
parties may appoint any mediator from the WIPO Panel of international mediators (which includes IPOPHL
accredited mediators). The failure of the party who initiated the case to attend the mediation meeting(s) is a
ground for the dismissal of the case. If respondent fails to attend such meeting(s), he may be declared in default.

- The WIPO Center shall notify BLA-ADRS of the results of the mediation proceedings within 5 days from
termination. If the dispute is settled, BLA- ADRS shall within 5 days from receipt of the notice from the WIPO
Center return the records of the case to the originating office, for the promulgation of the appropriate order of
dismissal or a decision based on compromise agreement. On the other hand, in case of failure to settle,
BLA-ADRS Shall within 5 days from receipt of the notice from the WIPO Center return the records of the case to
the originating office for the resumption of the adjudication proceedings.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDELINES TO OFFICE ORDER NO. 154, S. 2...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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