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GUIDELINES IN THE PROCESSING AND DEPLOYMENT OF
RETURNING/BALIK-MANGGAGAWA OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS
TO IRAQ
Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/1a294ed1af6f/

Pursuant to POEA Governing Board Resolution No. 03, series of 2013, on the inclusion of Iraq in the list of
countries certified as compliant with RA 10022 and the lowering of the crisis alert level in Iraq from alert level 3
to alert level 1 by the DFA which effectively lifted the deployment ban on Iraq subject to certain conditions, and
GBR No. 04, series of 2013 on the identification of the “no-go zones” in Iraq, the following guidelines are hereby
issued for the processing and deployment of overseas Filipino returning or balik-manggagawa (BM) workers to
Iraq.

A. Coverage.

- Returning/vacationing/BM workers who have existing valid employment contracts and who are returning to
their employers to finish the unexpired portion of their contracts;

- Returning/vacationing/rehired/BM workers whose contracts were extended or renewed onsite; and

- Workers under categories 1 and 2 shall cover all skills, except household service workers (HSWs).

B. “No-Go” Zones

Processing and deployment of BM workers to the following “no-go” zones in Iraq identified by the Philippine
government shall not be allowed.

- Anbar Province

- Ninewah / Nineveh Province

- Kirkuk Province (a.k.a. Tamim; AI Tamim, At-Tamim)

- Salahuddin / Salahaddin Province

C. Requirements for BM Processing

- passport valid at least six (6) months from date of intended return to jobsite

- valid work visa or equivalent document

- employment contract providing among others, the exact address/location of jobsite; telephone number and email
address of employer;

- certification of employment indicating the period of employment with the company;

- undertaking from the employer on the following:

- protection and safety of the worker;

- that the worker will not be deployed/assigned to identified no-go zones;

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 3

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



- to report to the Philippine Embassy and/or Philippine Overseas Labor Office significant incidents affecting the
employment, safety and welfare of the worker; and

- immediate evacuation/repatriation of the worker as may be warranted.

Processing of BM workers for Iraq shall be undertaken only at the POEA Central Office.

This Circular shall be effective immediately.

(SGD.) HANS LEO J. CACDAC
Administrator
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
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