NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER - [ BIR REVENUE REGULATIONS NO. 14-99, OCTOBER 13, 1999 ]

AMENDING SECTION 2 OF REVENUE REGULATIONSNO. 14-97,
OTHERWISE KNOWN ASREVENUE REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE
IMPOSITION OF EXCISE TAXESON AUTOMOBILESAND OTHER
MOTOR VEHICLES

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/1931elaad085/

SECTION 1. Scope. — Pursuant to the provisions of Section 244, in relation to Section 243 of the National
Internal Revenue Code of 1997, these regulations are hereby promulgated to implement the provisions of Section
149 of Title VI, Chapter VI of the said Code, imposing excise taxes on automobiles and other motor vehicles.

SECTION 2. Amended provisions. — Section 2 of Revenue Regulations No. 14-97 is hereby amended and shall
now read as follows:

a. Automobile — shall be defined as a four (4) or more wheeled vehicle other than trucks or passenger jeepneys, as
defined under R.A. 4136 and R.A. 1138, which is propelled by gasoline, diesel, electricity or any other motive
power, and specialy designed to transport persons and not primarily to transport freight or merchandise. It shall
include utility or light commercial vehicles designed for passenger use with seats for less than ten (10) passengers,
including the driver. The number of seats shall be determined in accordance with the rules stated in the fifth
paragraph below.

Provided, that the manufacturer's technical specifications as stated in the manufacturer's certification and
manufacturer's catalogue or brochure must show that the vehicle has met the requirements of these regulations on
the number of seats, seatbelts, seat and feet space measurements and must likewise contain the model code of the
vehicle. Vehicles that do not have manufacturer's certification and manufacturer's catalogues or brochures or
whose manufacturer's certification and manufacturer's catalogues or brochures do not contain the required
information, or show that the vehicle do not meet the requirements of this regulation shall be subject to tax under
Section 149 of the Tax Code as an automobile.

Provided, further, that ocular inspection must be conducted in all cases, taking careful consideration of several
factors, particularly the seat and feet space measurement, for the proper determination as to whether said vehicle
is an automobile. A written report of each ocular inspection must be prepared by the inspecting officer to enable
the reviewing officer to determine whether the vehicle inspected meets the criteria of an automobile as defined in
these regulations.

Provided, further, that notwithstanding any contrary rule, closed or covered four-wheel drive vehicles, primarily
designed to carry passengers, regardless of the number of seats, shall be considered and taxed as an automobile
for purposes of these regulations starting February 1, 2000.

For the uniform application of the number of seats criterion, the passenger seats must conform to the following
rules and area specifications:

1. Each seat shall be a horizontal rectangular area with seat and feet space of not less than thirty-five centimeters
(35 cm.) wide and sixty centimeters (60 cm.) long for each passenger and fifty centimeters (50 cm.) wide and
sixty centimeters (60 cm.) long for the driver or operator.
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2. The requirements of the Seatbelts Use Act of 1999 (R.A. 8753) must be complied with for a seat to be counted
as such for purposes of these regulations.

3. In all cases where there is a variance in the determination of the correct number of seats, the number of seats
shown in the manufacturer's certification and catalogue or brochure shall prevail.

SECTION 3. These Regulations shall take effect immediately.
Adopted: 13 Oct. 1999

(SGD.) EDGARDO B. ESPIRITU
Secretary of Finance

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL:

(SGD.) BEETHOVEN L. RUALO
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
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