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ZALDIVAR. J.:

This is an appeal from the decision of the Court of First Instance of Negros Occidental direct to this Court on a
question of law.

The petitioners, Ramon Gonzaga and others filed in the Court of First Instance of Negros Occidental a petition for
certiorari against the respondents Tertulino Bico and Manuel H. Javelona, Justice of the Peace of the Municipality
of Bago. Briefly the facts are as follows:

On January 14, 1962 barrio elections were held in Barrio Lag-asan, Bago, Negros Occidental. Cesar Alvarez was
proclaimed elected barrio lieutenant together with others who were elected in various positions in the barrio
assembly. On January 18, 1962 Tertulino Bico filed a protest before the Justice of the Peace of Bago, Negros
Occidental, naming Ramon Gonzaga, Natividad Garcia and Narciso Toledo as protestees. Bico however failed to
allege in his protest that he was voted for any office in the barrio elections, and he also failed to include the name
of Cesar Alvarez who was the duly proclaimed elected barrio lieu tenant. On March 7, 1962 the protest was called
for hearing by the respondent Justice of the Peace. The protestees, thru counsel, moved for the dismissal of the
protest on the ground that the Justice of the Peace had no jurisdiction to hear the case. The protestant asked for
leave to file an answer to the motion to dismiss, but instead of filing an answer he filed a motion for leave to
admit his amended election protest which included Cesar Alvarez as protestee. At first the respondent Justice of
the Peace denied the admission of the amended election protest but he later reconsidered his order and admitted
the amended election protest. In the amended election protest, Cesar Alvarez, along with the original protestees
Ramon Gonzaga, Natividad Garcia and Narciso Toledo and other members of the barrio assembly were included.
It appears, however, that when the amended election protest was admitted by the respondent Justice of the Peace
more than two weeks had elapsed since the proclamation of the elected barrio lieutenant and members of the
barrio council who were included as protestees. Having failed to obtain the reconsideration by the respondent
Justice of the Peace of his order admitting the amended election protest, the protestees (petitioners herein filed in
the Court of First Instance of Negros Occidental a petition for certiorari. Two grounds were alleged in the petition
for certiorari, namely:

1. That the original election protest did not allege that petitioner Tertulino Bico was a candidate who was duly
voted for the position of barrio lieutenant; and

2. That the amended election protest which included Cesar Alvarez as protestee, whose name was not mentioned
in the original protest, was filed outside the reglementary period of two weeks from the date of the proclamation
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of said protestee, as provided in Sec. 174 of the Revised Election Code.

Issues were joined in the Court of First Instance of Negros Occidental and, after hearing, the Court of First
Instance of Negros Occidental rendered a decision finding that the petition for certiorari was without merit and
thereby dismissed the same. Hence this appeal of the petitioners from that decision of the Court of First Instance
of Negros Occidental.

We find, however, that the matter to be decided in the present case refers to officers of the barrio assembly of
Barrio Lag-asan, Bago, Negros Occidental, who were proclaimed elected on January 14, 1962, as to whether they
were legally elected or not Under Republic Act 237A otherwise known as Barrio Charter, the term of office of the
barrio lieutenant and members of the barrio council is only for a period of two years. It follows, therefore that the
term of office of those that were elected in the barrio elections of January 14, 1962 has already expired. As a
matter of fact, another barrio elections were held throughout the Philippines on January 12, 1964. We consider,
therefore, that the question to be decided in the present case has become academic, so that this case has become
moot.

WHEREFORE, the present case is dismissed, without costs.

Bengzon, C.J., Bautista Angelo, Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Paredes, Regala, Makalintal and Bengzon, J.P., JJ.,
concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No. L-20291. February 27, 1965

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No. L-20291. February 27, 1965

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


