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The Holy See and the Republic of the Philippines,

Acting, on the part of the Holy See, in accordance with the declarations of the Second Vatican Council on
religious, liberty and the relations between the Church and the civil society, as well as the norms of Canon Law,
and on the part of the Republic of the Philippines, with the principles of its Constitution and applicable laws;

Considering that the cultural heritage of the Catholic Church in the Philippines constitutes a very significant part
of the cultural patrimony of the Nation;

Realizing the need for close cooperation between the Church and the State as regards the ecclesiastical cultural
heritage;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Holy See and the Republic of the Philippines, each within its competence, are committed to cooperate for the
protection of the cultural heritage of the Catholic Church.

ARTICLE II

This cooperation includes the movable and immovable cultural heritage of artistic and historic significance,
comprising the colonial churches declared as legally protected by the Republic, museums, archives and libraries,
belonging to ecclesiastical institutions and organizations.

ARTICLE III

The two Parties shall cooperate for the conservation, appreciation and proper use of the cultural heritage
mentioned in Article II.

ARTICLE IV

The Holy See, through the Apostolic "Nunciature and the Catholic Bishops" Conference of the Philippines, and
the Republic of the Philippines, through the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA). Shall
together agree upon the provisions for the conservation, appreciation and proper use of the cultural heritage of
artistic and historical significance owned by ecclesiastical institutions and organizations, harmonizing the
implementation of Philippine legislation with the norms of Canon Law and the exigencies of the pastoral activity
of the Church.
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ARTICLE V

The Holy See and the Republic of the Philippines shall proceed by mutual accord to resolve any difficulties that
should arise in the future concerning the interpretation or the implementation of the present Agreement.

ARTICLE VI

This Agreement requires ratification. It shall enter into force on the day of the exchange of the instruments of
ratification.

Done in Manila on 17 April 2007, in two copies in Italian and English, both having equal force.

For the Holy See

For the Republic
of the Philippines
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