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PER CURIAM:

This is an appeal by Galicano Villanueva from a decision of the People's Court finding him guilty of the crime of
treason on four counts and sentencing him to death, to pay a fine of twenty thousand pesos (P20,000.00) and
costs.

During the trial, appellant Villanueva admitted his Filipino citizenship.

On or about January 10, 1945, an American plane was shot down over Lipa, Batangas, and its pilot bailed out
over the barrios of Bugtong and Lumbang. Accompanied by appellant, who wore a Japanese uniform and was
armed with a bayonet, the Japanese searched for the American pilot but could not find him. Appellant himself
conducted inquiries from the barrio people after identifying himself as a Makapili but the pepple disclaimed
knowledge of any information.

On February 17, 1945, the Japanese ordered a "zona" i.e. they gathered and concentrated the inhabitants of barrio
Lumbang, about 2,000 of them, and took them to sitio Paguitan in the barrio of Suluk, municipality of Santo
Tomas. In this "zona", the appellant was an active participant as he helped the Japanese in gathering and guarding
the people. This concentration lasted for about two weeks.

Finally, in the evening of March 18, 1945, the Japanese, with the help of appellant and others, segragated the
women and children from the men. The men were bound by the hands. Then, the Japanese started bayonetting the
women and children, with the appellant taking direct part in the massacre in which about one thousand (1000)
women and children were killed. The following were among those killed: the mother, wife and five children of
Francisco Mendoza; the wives of Eustaquio Rocamura and Sixto Rocamura; and the mother of the Rocamuras.

Thereafter, the Japanese and their companions proceeded to kill the men who were tied together beside the river
bank. Here again the accused took active part in the bayonetting. One of his victims is the witness Francisco
Mendoza, who was stabbed in the left arm by the accused. Upon being wounded, Francisco Mendoza pretended to
be dead and escaped further injury and death by sliding down the river bank. Near him during the massacre were
two brothers, Sixto and Eustaquio Rocamura, who were 'also able to slide down the river bank even before they
were wounded. More than five hundred (500) men died in that massacre.

This entire narration contains the four counts of treason on which appellant stands convicted.

The case for the prosecution rests on the testimony of two (2) witnesses, namely, Francisco Mendoza and Sixto
Rocamura, both of whom are survivors of the massacre. Eustaquio Rocamura, another survivor, died before the
hearing of this case.

Francisco Mendoza's testimony, in its important points, is as follows:
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Q Do you know what those Japanese did after the bailing out of that pilot?
A I know.

Q What did they do?
A They searched for the pilot.

Q When they were searching for the pilot who were with them?
A He (witness points to the accused) was among them.

Q In how many occasions did you see the accused with the Japanese soldiers looking for the pilot?
A Several times although I cannot only say times; but each time we moved around I used to see him.

Q And whenever you used to see the accused he was in company with whom during that time?
A With Japanese soldiers.

Q During those occasions you saw the accused with Japanese soldiers what was he wearing?
A He was in Japanese uniform.

Q What was he carrying during those occasions?
A He was bearing a bayonet.

* * *

Q What was the accused doing, if you know, during the concentration of those about two thousand people of
Lumbang, including you?
A We were being guarded by these persons. He was always in company with the Japanese and was riding on
horses with them.

Q What was the accused actually doing in the concentration camp?
A That which I already told you, that he was guarding in order to avoid our escape as he said.

* * *

Q Do you know the organization known as the makaplli?
A Yes.
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Q Can you tell whether or not this accused was connected with that organization?
A During the time they were looking for the pilot he was always In company with the Japanese soldiers. After
that he told us he was a member of the makapili organization.

* * *

Q Whom do you refer by saying "them" who executed the women and children?
A The Japanese and he (indicating the accused) was with them in killing those women and children.

Q Was the accused at that time armed or not?
A Yes, he was and he had a bayonet.

Q During the time the women and children were being executed by them what was being done by the herein
accused actually?
A He was helping in the stabbing.

Q Did you see him actually make use of his bayonet against women and children?
A Yes, because they had with them a lighted lamp.

Q What is the name of your wife?
A Agueda Amo.

Q Can you tell the court whether she was with those concentrated?
A Yes, she was,

Q, What happened with her?
A She was stabbed by these persons (indicating the accused).

Q When you say "these persons" as the ones who stabbed your wife whom do you refer to?
A Gallcano Villanueva was among those who made the stabbing.

Q What happened with your wife?
A She died.

Q Do you know the wife of Sixto Rocamura?
A I do.
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Q What is the name of his wife?
A Dionisla.

Q Where is the wife of Sixto Rocamura?
A She was with my wife and both of them were killed.

Q Do you know the wife of Eustaquio Rocamura?
A I do not know her name. She was not from Lumbang.

Q At that time did you know her by face?
A Yes, until now I do.

Q What happened with her during the time said your wife was executed?
A She was also executed.

Q Did you see her executed also?
A Yes, sir.

Q What is the name of your mother?
A Petra Manalo.

Q Where is she now?
A She is dead.

Q When did she die?
A On that same occasion when women and children were killed in the concentration camp.

Q How was she killed?
A They were stabbed by these persons (indicating the accused).

Q Did you see your mother being actually stabbed on that occasion?
A Yes, because they had with them lighted lamp.

* * *
A We, men, were taken to the bank of the river and there we were stabbed by these persons (indicates the
accused); and this person here (indicates again Galicano Villanueva) was the one who stabbed me right here on
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my left arm (witness shows the scar appearing on the upper portion of his left arm which scar is calculated to
be one-half inch long and half centimeter wide).

Q With what instrument did the accused stab you which caused that injury on your left arm?
A With a bayonet.

* * *

Q After you were bayoneted what happened to you?
A As he was about to deliver the bayonet thrust to me he said, "this is your end."

Q Who told you that?
A The accused (points to Galicano Villanueva).

Q Where was Eustaquio Rocamura then?
A He was also beside me but was able to escape also.

Q You said that when Sixto Rocamura was about to be bayoneted he was able to escape. Who was that one
who was about to bayonet him?
A Those persons and this man (points to the accused) was among them.

Q Can you tell the court how many men, more or less, were bayoneted and killed on that occasion?
A I can't tell because of their great number.

Q Could it be 100, 500 or what?
A Not only 500, maybe more.

(Pages 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11, t.s.n.)

Sixto Rocamura, the other witness of the prosecution, gave clear and convincing testimony which matches and
corroborates that of Francisco Mendoza. The vital portions of said testimony are as follows:

Q Did you recognize anyone of those Filipinos who were with the Japanese looking for that pilot?
A Yes, sir.

Q, Who is he?
A That Galicano.
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Q If he is in Court will you point at him?
A Yes, sir, he is here (Indicating the accused)

Q When you saw Galicano in company with the Japanese looking for the pilot, can you tell the Court what was
he dressed of?
A He was in soldier's uniform.

* * *

Q During those times was he carrying anything with him or not?
A He had a bayonet.

Q How big was that bayonet? Please demonstrate the length?
A This long (witness indicating a length of one-half meter).

Q From January 10, 1945, when that pilot fell in your barrio, how many times afterwards did you see Galicano
in company with the Japanese looking for the pilot?
A I saw him often.

* * *

A A day came when we were all gathered in our barrio and they asked us for the whereabouts of that pilot but
we did not tell them.

Q You said you were all gathered, who were those gathered?
A We were many, my parents,, my wife, the family of one Isco, and others in the West side of the river.

Q Those that were gathered were about how many people more or less?
A We were about 2,000 more or less.

* * *

Q And who gathered you or concentrated you from barrio Lumbang?
A The Japanese.
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Q Who were in company with the Japanese who gathered you?
A Galicano was with them.

Q The accused herein?
A Yes, sir.

Q During the time that the Japanese were tying the hands of the men what was Galicano Villanueva doing, if
you know?
A He was also tying.

Q Tying what?
A He was helping the Japanese in tying up the men.

* * *

Q You said that he was helping in stabbing; that is different from seeing him actually making the stab. Will
you please explain to the Court what you actually saw with regard Galicano Villanueva on the occasion these
women and children were killed?
A He was also stabbing.

Q Stabbing whom?
A I saw him stabbed the wife of Isco Mendoza.

Q You mean Francisco Mendoza who has just declared before this Court?
A Yes, sir.

Q You mean to say that his wife was the one you saw actually stabbed by Galicano Villanueva?
A Yes, sir.

Q What happened with the wife of Francisco Mendoza, did she survive or is she dead?
A She was killed.

* * *

Q What was the name of your wife?
A Dionisia.
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Q Where is she now?
A She is dead now.

Q Where did she die?
A She died in that massacre.

Q Do you know the wife of your brother Eustaquio Rocamora?
A Yes, sir.

Q What is her name?
A Julita.

Q Where is she?
A She is dead now.

Q Where did she die?
A In that same massacre.

Q What is the name of your mother?
A Gabriela.

Q Where is she now?
A She is also dead.

Q Where did she die?
A In the same place.

Q Do you know the mother of Francisco Mendoza by face or by name?
A I do not know her name.

Q But by face do you know her?
A Yes, sir.

Q Where is she now?
A She is dead now.
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Q Where did she die?
A In the same place.

Q Do you know the children of Francisco Mendoza?
A Yes, sir.

Q Where are they now?
A They are also dead.

Q When you said that women and children were massacred there, about how many women and children were
massacred?
A They were many women there.

Q More or less how many women and children were there?
A Perhaps there were about one thousand women and children in that place.

Q Can you tell the court whether or not there were survivors among those women and children after the
massacre?
A I do not know of any survivor.

* * *

Q You stated here that you saw Vlllanueva in company with the Japanese soldiers when they were in search of
the pilot who parachutted in your place, that he was in company when the people were tied and they were
massacred, do you know of any reason why Villanueva was in company with those Japanese?
A I know, sir.

Q What was the reason?
A Because he had long been asking from us that we divulge to him the whereabouts of the pilot, but inasmuch,
as we did not tell him the whereabouts of the said pilot, he told us that we better tell him the whereabouts of
the pilot because he was a Makapili.

Q When he told you that he was a Makapili, who were present?
A Isco Mendoza, Francisco Mendoza.

Q And who else?
A My mother, the members of my family and the mother of Francisco Mendoza.
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(Pages 23, 24, 26, 29, 31, 32, 35 & 39, t.s.n.)

The clear and convincing evidence of the prosecution proves the guilt of appellant beyond reasonable doubt. On
the other hand, the defense rests on the testimonies of eight (8) witnesses, testimonies which are full of
contradictions, vague on many vital points and groundless in numerous assertions.

The evidence of the defense attempts to prove that certain witnesses did not see appellant in Japanese uniform,
with Japanese soldiers, as a Makapili, or carrying arms as such that the crash of an American plane from which an
American pilot bailed out happened in November, 1944; that the Japanese massacred civilians on March 4 and
March 19 of 1945; that Francisco Mendoza and Sixto Rocamura had been brought to the mountains by the
Japanese to do forced labor on March 4, 1945 and had not been seen returning therefrom by the defense
witnesses; that Francisco Mendoza testified against appellant because appellant had caught him and beaten him up
for stealing gabi; and that Sixto Rocamura testified against appellant because Sixto's wife had been "the paramour
of appellant.

These allegations, besides being poorly supported by evidence, do not directly rebutt the case of the prosecution.
The mere fact that some people did not see appellant adhering to the enemy does not necessarily mean that
appellant did not so adhere. Even if appellant had been a member of the guerrilla', it does not mean that he did not
commit the acts with which he has been charged. Even if an American pilot by the name of Lt. Boil bailed out
over Lipa on November of 1944, this does not preclude that another or other American pilots bailed out over Lipa
at some later date. Granting that there had been a massacre in Paguitan on March 4, 1945* this does not prove that
there was no other massacre in such a place on March 18, 1945, specially when the defense also shows that there
had been such a massacre on the 19th of March 1945.

Moreover, there are palpable contradictions in the testimonies of the defense witnesses. For example, while
several defense witnesses testified that there was a massacre in Paguitan on March 4, 1945, Maximino Herrerra
claimed that there was no occurrence other than the gathering of men for forced labor. While Pablo Vlllanueva
testified that he saw the incidents of the massacre because the Japanese were carrying lighted lamps, another
witness, Marcelino Magaling, stated that such a night was moonlit and that the Japanese were not using lighted
lamps. Appellant* s allegation that Slxto Rocamura testified against him for reasons of revenge because of his
illicit relations with Sixto's wife, is not adequately established by evidence, is denied by Sixto Rocamura and
clearly appears to be Illogical and incredible. If the Rocamura brothers acted solely for revenge and wanted to kill
appellant, they could very well have done so at the isolated place where they found and apprehended him where
none could witness their deed of vengeance, instead of delivering him to a policeman. This Court, therefore, finds
no valid reason for disturbing the findings of the People's Court.

FOR ALL THE FOREGOING, the judgment of the People's Court sentencing defendant-appellant to death, with
the accessory penalties prescribed therein, and to pay a fine of twenty thousand pesos (P20,000) and costs, is
hereby affirmed.

It is so ordered.

Moran, C.J., Ozaeta, Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, and Torres, JJ., concur.

Paras and Feria, JJ., no part.
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