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PADILLA, J.:

In his lifetime, Catalino Dizon executed a will instituting as heirs the plaintiffs, his brother Cirilo and sister
Baltazara, and the defendant Isabel Banues. After his death, the defendant presented the will to the probate court
and prayed for its allowance (special case No. [91] 75—R). The plaintiffs engaged the services of the law firm of
Castillo, Cervantes & Occeña to object to its allowance. On 2 November 1946, the attorneys for both parties in the
probate proceedings entered into a "convenio y proyecto de particion" dividing the estate of the deceased into two
and adjudicating one-half thereof (Lot No. 1) to the defendant and the other half (Lot No. 2) to the plaintiffs, and
submitted it to the probate court for approval. On 18 November 1946 the probate court issued an order approving
the "convenio y proyecto de particion," and dividing and adjudicating the estate to the parties in accordance with
the agreement, the petition for the probate of the will having been withdrawn by the defendant who prayed that it
be considered as one for the administration and settlement of the estate of the deceased. On 5 June 1948 the
defendant commenced proceedings in the land registration court to have her title to the parcel of land adjudicated
to her confirmed under the provisions of Act No. 496 (case No. 8, G.L.R.O. Record No. 1580). The plaintiffs
objected to her petition. After hearing, on 26 March 1951 the land registration court confirmed the defendant's
title to the parcel of land and decreed its registration in her name. The plaintiffs did not appeal. On 18 September
1953, the plaintiffs instituted this action in the Court of First Instance of Davao (civil No. 1143), claiming that the
"convenio y proyecto de particion" had been entered into by their attorneys without their expressed authority; and
that it was only sometime in October 1950 when they were cited to appear by the court in the land registration
proceedings commenced by the defendant that they came to know of the agreement entered into by their lawyers.
They prayed that the Court declare the said "convenio y proyecto de particion" null and void. The defendant
moved to dismiss the complaint on the ground—

- That the plaintiffs have no legal capacity to sue through their alleged attorney-in-fact Constantino Sabandal;

- That the cause of action is barred by a prior judgment;

- That the cause of action is barred by the Statute of Limitation; and

- That the complaint states no cause of action.

After hearing, the Court dismissed the complaint with costs against the plaintiffs. The latter have appealed.

It appears that the appellants objected to the appellee's application under the provisions of Act No. 496 for the
registration of the parcel of land adjudicated to her by the probate court, pursuant to the "convenio y proyecto de
particion" entered into in their behalf by their respective counsel. The legality and validity of the "convenio y
proyecto de particion" should have been assailed in the land registration proceedings by the appellants. This they
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failed to do. And when the land registration court entered a decree confirming the appellee's title to the parcel of
land applied for and directing its registration in her name, the decree thus entered was conclusive not only on the
questions actually contested and determined, but upon all matters that might have been litigated and decided in the
land registration proceedings. The appellants did not appeal from the decree entered by the court in the land
registration proceedings allowing it to become final. To permit them to question the legality and validity of the
"convenio y proyecto de particion" and to secure a declaration of its nullity in this action, if successful, would
result in the setting aside of the decree of registration in favor of the appellee, which cannot be reopened after the
lapse of one year from the entry thereof. The order appealed from dismissing the complaint is affirmed, with costs
against the appellants.

Paras, C. J., Bengzon, Montemayor, Reyes, A., Bautista Angelo, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Endencia, and
Felix, JJ., concur.
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