G.R. No. 248256. April 17, 2023 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**Navarrete vs. Court of Appeals and Generoso: A Legal Analysis on the Doctrine of
Absolute Privilege in Judicial Proceedings**

### Facts:

This case originated from a civil case (Civil Case No. 87-41856) filed by Leonila E. Generoso
against several defendants, including Antonio F. Navarrete, a lawyer who notarized a
contested deed, aiming to annul a “Deed of Sale with Right to Repurchase and Damages”
over alleged forgery. Generoso’s initial complaint lodged on September 2, 1987, targeted
Frederick S. Pumaren, Avelino Profeta, and the Register of Deeds of Metro Manila. On
December 21, 1987, the complaint was amended to include Navarrete and Atty. Rafael C.
Dinglasan after Generoso made disparaging remarks about Navarrete and others during two
preliminary injunction hearings held on December 14 and 21, 1987.

Navarrete claimed that Generoso’s statements during these hearings and allegations in her
amended complaint falsely and maliciously slandered him, leading to claims for damages.
The trial court initially awarded Navarrete moral damages and attorney’s fees, but upon
appeal, the Court of Appeals deleted these awards. It found the statements absolutely
privileged as they were made in the course of judicial proceedings.

### Issues:

The main issue revolved around whether statements made by Generoso in pleadings and
during her testimony, which Navarrete claimed to be malicious and slanderous, are
protected under the absolute privilege doctrine in the course of judicial proceedings,
thereby barring any claim for damages.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court upheld the Court of Appeals’ ruling, denying Navarrete’s petition. It
reiterated the principle that statements made during judicial proceedings are absolutely
privileged, provided they are relevant, pertinent, or material to the case. The Court found
Generoso’s statements pertaining to the case’s cause of action and, despite being
derogatory, could not form the basis for a defamation suit or warrant the award of damages
to Navarrete. It emphasized the importance of absolute privilege in fostering free
expression and diligence within judicial and legislative proceedings.

### Doctrine:
The Supreme Court reaffirmed the doctrine of absolute privilege in judicial proceedings,
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stating that statements made in the course of such proceedings are protected from
subsequent suits for defamation or damages, as long as they are relevant to the case. This
privilege extends to all participants in the proceedings, including judges, lawyers, parties,
and witnesses.

### Historical Background:

This case highlights the broader legal and societal recognition of the need to protect and
encourage open, uninhibited discourse within judicial and legislative settings for the
administration of justice. It underscores the balancing act between protecting individuals’
reputations and the need for a transparent and vigorous legal process. The decision leans
heavily on precedents and principles that favor the promotion of public welfare and the
effective functioning of the judicial system over individuals’ private grievances related to
statements made in the course of legal proceedings.

### Class Notes:

- **Absolute Privilege in Judicial Proceedings**: Statements made during judicial
proceedings are protected from lawsuits for defamation or damages, provided they are
material, relevant, or pertinent to the case.

- **Relevancy Test for Absolute Privilege**: For a statement to enjoy absolute privilege, it
must be connected to the subject matter of the litigation; all doubts regarding relevancy
should be resolved in favor of relevancy.

- *Impact on Professional Reputation**: The assertion that statements did not specifically
identify Navarrete and were broadly directed highlights the importance of direct reference
for a claim of defamation or damage to reputation within judicial proceedings.

This case serves as a crucial reference point for understanding the limitations and
protections afforded to participants in judicial proceedings, emphasizing the doctrine of
absolute privilege and its essential role in legal discourse.

© 2024 - batas.org | 2



