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Title: The United States vs. Jose I. Baluyot

Facts:
On August 3, 1918, Jose I. Baluyot, who previously contested and lost the election for the
Governor of Bataan to Conrado Lerma, murdered Lerma in his office. Baluyot, harboring
resentment towards Lerma over perceived persecutions and personal disputes including a
criminal case for estafa, traveled from Manila to Orion, Bataan, carrying a revolver. Upon
arriving in Balanga, the provincial capital, Baluyot waited in the provincial building for
Lerma. After a brief and cordial meeting where Baluyot was initially allowed into Lerma’s
office, he was asked to wait as Lerma attended to another visitor. Once re-entered, Baluyot,
after a short exchange questioning the governor about his revolver, shot Lerma three times,
with the final bullet being fatal. Baluyot surrendered to the Constabulary immediately after
the act. The case reached the Supreme Court on appeal from the Court of First Instance of
Bataan, which convicted Baluyot of murder, sentencing him to death.

Issues:
1. Whether the act committed by Jose I. Baluyot constitutes murder.
2. If alevosia (treachery), as a qualifying circumstance, was present in the commission of the
crime.
3. Whether evident premeditation was established.
4. The applicability of aggravating circumstances.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court affirmed the conviction for murder, recognizing the presence of alevosia
or  treachery.  The  Court  found  that  Baluyot  deliberately  ensured  the  governor’s
defenselessness before attacking, indicative of alevosia. However, the Court conceded the
benefit of the doubt to Baluyot regarding the existence of evident premeditation. Despite
noting some aggravating circumstances,  the decision reduced the death penalty to life
imprisonment (cadena perpetua) due to a dissenting opinion on the imposition of the death
penalty.

Doctrine:
The case reiterated the doctrine that treachery or alevosia is present when the means of
execution gives the person attacked no opportunity to defend themselves or retaliate, thus
ensuring the execution of the crime without risk to the attacker.

Class Notes:
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– Crime Classification: The crime was classified as murder due to the presence of alevosia.
– Alevosia (Treachery):  Defined as the deliberate choice of a method of execution that
ensures the unprotected status of the victim.
– Evident Premeditation: Requires a showing that the perpetrator decided to commit the
crime before executing it, allowing for reflection on the act’s consequences. In this case, its
presence  was  recognized  but  deemed  not  conclusively  established  for  sentencing
considerations.
– Aggravating Circumstances: Acts that increase the perpetrator’s culpability or the crime’s
grievousness can affect sentencing. Here, the case noted but ultimately did not alter the
sentencing based on these factors.

Historical Background:
This case underscored the personal and political tensions in early 20th-century Philippines,
illustrating  how electoral  rivalries  and  personal  grievances  could  escalate  into  violent
confrontations. It also showcased the Philippine judicial system’s handling of such high-
profile  crimes,  emphasizing  the  principles  of  treachery  and  evidential  standards  in
convicting and sentencing individuals for murder.


