A.C. No. 9395. November 12, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
Erlinda I. Bildner & Maximo K. Ilusorio v. Erlinda K. Ilusorio, et al.: A Case of Indirect
Contempt and Alleged Attorney Misconduct in the Supreme Court

### Facts:

This case arose from an intricate series of legal and personal conflicts within the Ilusorio
family, leading to the Supreme Court. Erlinda I. Bildner and Maximo K. Ilusorio accused
members of their family and their attorney of contempt and attorney misconduct. The root
of the case involved habeas corpus petitions regarding Potenciano Ilusorio’s custody,
leading to various motions and petitions filed across multiple courts.

Erlinda K. Ilusorio’s numerous motions for reconsideration, requests for direct interaction
with Potenciano in court, and letters to the Chief Justice expressing dissatisfaction with the
Court’s decisions constituted the basis of the contempt charge. Additionally, the publication
of a book by Erlinda K. Ilusorio, criticizing the Supreme Court and implying injustice and
bias, escalated the situation.

For the attorney misconduct component, Atty. Manuel R. Singson was implicated in an
alleged attempt to bribe Judge Antonio Reyes to secure a favorable ruling for a client,
supported by intricate details from court hearings, affidavits, and the concerning behavior
of making numerous unsolicited phone calls to the judge.

### Issues:

1. Whether the respondents are guilty of indirect contempt of court.

2. Whether Atty. Manuel R. Singson should be administratively disciplined or disbarred for
alleged gross misconduct, including an attempted bribe of a judge.

### Court’s Decision:

1. *On Indirect Contempt:** Erlinda K. [lusorio was found guilty for her publications and
statements that disparaged the Court, undermining its dignity and authority. The other
respondents linked via the publication were not found guilty due to insufficient evidence of
their intent to malign the Court.

2. **0On Attorney Misconduct:** Atty. Manuel R. Singson was found guilty of attempting to
unduly influence a judge, manifested through his frequent, unsolicited communications with
Judge Reyes and the implications of bribery, though without direct evidence. He was
suspended from the practice of law for one year.
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### Doctrine:

The decision reiterates the principle that respect for the judiciary is paramount, and actions
that tend to degrade or disrespect the courts must be met with appropriate sanctions. It also
underscores the ethical responsibilities of attorneys to uphold the integrity of the legal
profession, especially refraining from conduct that seeks to influence judicial decisions
improperly.

### Class Notes:

- **Indirect Contempt:** The case highlights how continuous disrespectful actions or
publications that degrade the Court’s integrity can constitute indirect contempt, even if
such actions are post-case resolutions.

- **Attorney Misconduct:** Demonstrated the seriousness with which the Court views
attempts to influence judges, reinforcing the ethical obligation of attorneys to rely solely on
the merits of their case.

- **Respect for Judiciary:** Reinforces the principle that while criticism of court decisions is
permitted within bounds of decency, allegations without basis that question the integrity
and impartiality of the court amount to contempt.

### Historical Background:

This case arose in a period where the Philippine Supreme Court was increasingly asserting
its authority to protect its dignity and the integrity of the legal process, addressing both
internal matters within families that spill over into the legal arena and serious accusations
against members of the legal profession. It serves as a cautionary tale of the consequences
of crossing the boundaries of legitimate legal recourse and criticism into contempt and
misconduct.
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