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In the past few weeks, Alice Leal Guo, the mayor of Bamban, Tarlac, has been thrust into
the spotlight following a dramatic raid on a Philippine Offshore Gaming Operator (POGO)
firm in her town. Over 800 Filipinos and foreign nationals were rescued from alleged illegal
activities, including crypto and love scams, human trafficking, and illegal detention. This
raid has not  only cast  a  shadow over Guo’s  administration but also sparked a deeper
investigation into her citizenship, drawing parallels to the high-profile case of Senator Grace
Poe.

Grace Poe’s Citizenship & Residency Battle

Grace Poe’s journey to affirm her citizenship was a legal odyssey. Discovered as a foundling
in Jaro, Iloilo,  her natural-born status came into question during her 2016 presidential
campaign.  Critics  argued  her  unknown  parentage  and  prior  American  citizenship
disqualified  her  from  being  a  natural-born  Filipino,  a  constitutional  prerequisite  for
presidential candidates.

Initially  disqualified  by  the  Commission  on  Elections  (Comelec),  Poe’s  appeal  to  the
Supreme Court resulted in a landmark ruling. The court, citing international conventions
protecting foundlings,  affirmed her status as a natural-born Filipino, thus securing her
eligibility and setting a crucial legal precedent.

read the Supreme Court decision here: G.R. No. 221538. September 20, 2016

Alice Guo’s Controversial Rise

Alice Leal Guo, who assumed the mayoralty of Bamban in June 2022, is embroiled in a
citizenship controversy rife with intrigue. Born on July 12, 1986, to an ethnic Chinese father
and a purported Filipino mother, Guo’s citizenship is questioned due to inconsistencies in
her documents and testimony. Notably, her birth was registered when she was 17, raising
suspicions.

While her lawyers argue for the presumption of regularity in her birth certificate, it’s crucial
to  understand  that  this  presumption  only  confirms  that  the  registration  process  was
properly followed. It does not validate the accuracy of the information contained within the
certificate. It’s similar to having a “certified true copy of an affidavit” – while the document
itself is valid, the veracity of the claims within remains questionable. The lack of concrete
evidence about her Filipino heritage and the peculiar circumstances of her birth registration
continue to cast doubts on her citizenship.

https://batas.org/2016/09/20/g-r-no-221538-september-20-2016/
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The  allegations  against  Guo  add  a  sensational  twist,  suggesting  she  might  be  a  spy,
potentially  an  asset  trained  to  infiltrate  the  Philippine  government.  These  sensational
claims, supported by intelligence reports and the recent raid on the POGO firm, have only
intensified  scrutiny.  Her  background  is  filled  with  conflicting  details,  such  as  being
homeschooled and raised on a  pig farm,  alongside discrepancies  in  her  early  life  and
educational records. She also has no school records and provides inconsistent testimonies
about her siblings, contradicting travel records that show she traveled with them.

Despite these challenges, Guo has maintained her innocence, decrying what she describes
as a trial by publicity. Her involvement with various businesses, particularly those linked to
POGOs, has not helped dispel the rumors.

What is Even a Filipino?

Without diving into the deep history of Spanish colonial creation “Las Islas Filipinas,” let’s
talk about what is legally a Filipino according to the Philippine Constitution. A Filipino is
someone who:

Is a citizen at the time of the adoption of the Constitution,
Has a Filipino father or mother,
Was born before January 17, 1973, to a Filipino mother and elected Philippine
citizenship upon reaching the age of majority,
Or has been naturalized in accordance with law.

The principle of jus sanguinis, or the “right of blood,” is the primary basis for Philippine
citizenship. This means that citizenship is inherited from one’s parents, regardless of the
place of birth. This contrasts with the principle of jus soli, or the “right of the soil,” which
grants citizenship based on the place of birth, as practiced in the United States.

This difference can create complex legal situations for individuals born in countries with jus
soli principles, like the U.S., to Filipino parents. These individuals may automatically acquire
dual nationality at birth – being considered both Filipino by blood and American by soil.
However, this dual status can lead to conflicts of law, especially when the individual’s legal
standing and rights are considered under both U.S. and Philippine laws.

To legally establish Filipino citizenship, one must trace Filipino blood and provide solid
evidence.  In  Grace  Poe’s  case,  this  was  done  through  circumstances  surrounding  her
abandonment,  her  appearance,  and  the  Philippines’  commitment  to  international  law
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protecting foundlings. Whether similar principles apply to Guo’s case, with its unique set of
facts and allegations, remains to be seen.

Moreover, the process of naturalization in the Philippines is another avenue for acquiring
citizenship. It requires fulfilling specific criteria set by law, such as residing in the country
for a certain period and demonstrating good moral character. This process is often rigorous
and can be subject to legal scrutiny.

In Guo’s case, her claim to Filipino citizenship hinges on proving her Filipino parentage,
which is complicated by the inconsistencies in her documentation and personal history. The
peculiar  circumstances  of  her  late  birth  registration  add  another  layer  of  complexity,
making it a challenging case to resolve.

Potential Legal Actions

Though no cases have been filed against Guo to date, Commissioner George Garcia has
suggested that she may be sued for Quo Warranto. This legal action could challenge her
right to hold public office based on alleged irregularities in her citizenship documentation.

Possible Outcomes and Legal Impact

The parallels between Poe’s and Guo’s cases are striking, yet the outcomes could differ
markedly. If Guo’s documentation is deemed credible, her citizenship could be affirmed,
allowing her to continue her duties as mayor. However, if the evidence is insufficient, she
could  face  disqualification,  impacting her  career  and prompting reforms in  citizenship
verification processes.

Grace  Poe’s  case  set  a  precedent  by  emphasizing  international  conventions  and  the
protection of foundlings. However, Guo’s situation, with its late registration and espionage
allegations, presents unique challenges that could complicate the application of the same
legal principles.

As the nation watches closely, the resolution of Alice Guo’s case could either reinforce or
reshape the standards for determining citizenship in the Philippines.  Will  the Supreme
Court uphold the precedent set by Grace Poe’s case, or will new legal boundaries emerge
from this high-stakes political drama? The outcome will have significant implications for
Guo’s future and for Philippine citizenship laws.


