G.R. No. L-38579. September 09, 1982 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: People v. Savellano; People v. Vergel de Dios
Facts:

1. Case Origin: These are two joined cases dealing with the jurisdiction over criminal
prosecutions for simple seduction in the Philippines. The first case (G.R. No. L-39951)
involved Criminal Case No. 17765 for seduction before the Court of First Instance of Manila,
presided by Judge Victorino A. Savellano. The second case (G.R. No. L-38579) involved a
similar case against Mario Vergel de Dios in the Municipal Court of Paranaque, Rizal.

2. Initial Court Decisions: In G.R. No. L-39951, Judge Savellano dismissed the case, citing
lack of jurisdiction, and instructed the Fiscal to file it with the proper court. He contended
that the City Court had jurisdiction due to the penalty of arresto mayor for simple seduction
under Article 338 of the Revised Penal Code. In G.R. No. L-38579, Judge Pedro A. Revilla
ruled that the crime of simple seduction fell under the original jurisdiction of the Municipal
Court and dismissed a petition against this, despite reference to accessory liabilities listed
under Article 345.

3. Procedural Trajectory: Both dismissals and jurisdictional contentions led to the elevation
of the cases to the Supreme Court, highlighting conflicts regarding jurisdiction and the
interplay of penalties versus accessory civil liabilities.

Issues:

1. Whether the Municipal/Court of First Instance has jurisdiction over cases of simple
seduction under Article 338 of the Revised Penal Code.

2. Whether accessory civil liabilities connected with simple seduction extend jurisdiction to
higher courts.

3. Impact of jurisdictional assignments influenced by potential offspring resulting from
seduction.

Court’s Decision:

1. Jurisdiction Clarified: The Supreme Court ruled that jurisdiction for simple seduction
cases lies with the Court of First Instance. It cited that despite the penalty falling under
municipal courts’ jurisdiction, the civil liabilities under Article 345 demanded jurisdiction by
higher courts, citing precedent set in Luansing v. Court of Appeals and U.S. v. Bernardo.

2. Application of Legal Principles: The Court emphasized that criminal court jurisdiction is
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determined by the statutory penalty and associated civil liabilities stated in the information.
The judgment in earlier cases supported that accessory obligations such as denial,
acknowledgment of the offspring, overshadow the arresto mayor penalty assigning
jurisdiction to inferior courts.

3. Scope for Fetus Considerations: The Court dismissed the notion that jurisdiction was
influenced by pregnancy or childbearing outcomes post-seduction. It underscored that the
jurisdiction should be based on the complaint or information filed and not upon subsequent
developments.

Doctrine:

1. Jurisdiction Anchored on Law: Jurisdiction is affirmed not solely on punitive terms but
also encompasses liabilities inherent and accessory to the crime (Article 345 RPC).

2. Consistency in Jurisdiction Application: The doctrine underscores adherence to
established jurisdictional facts at the time of invocation not swayed by subsequent factual
variances.

3. Precedent Reliance: The Supreme Court reinforced the doctrine of stare decisis; cases
should align with past jurisdiction decisions without speculative assessments regarding
procreation outcomes.

Class Notes:

1. Jurisdiction Determination: The case reinforces the principles that jurisdiction is
determined by the crime’s statutory guidelines and integrated civil liabilities.

2. Accessory Civil Liabilities: Acknowledgment and financial support obligations tied to
criminal acts can necessitate jurisdiction in superior courts.

3. Legal Certainty: Emphasizes that legal practitioners should adhere to established legal
rules rather than new interpretations without legislative changes.

Historical Background:

The case emerged amidst continuous refinement of Philippine jurisdictional boundaries,
especially regarding judicial infrastructure expansions like the establishment of specialized
courts, such as the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, which complicated prior
straightforward jurisdictional assignments. The ruling aligns with a historical judicial
trajectory prioritizing consistent and practical application of jurisdiction across criminal
cases in line with the steady accrual of precedents starting as early as 1911 with U.S. v.
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Bernardo.
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