G.R. No. 189328. February 21, 2011 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: People of the Philippines vs. Arnold Pelis

Facts: On February 19, 2004, around 10:00 p.m., Rolando Juan was inside the Top 40
Videoke Bar, located on Zabarte Road, Novaliches, Quezon City, with his friends. Arnold
Pelis and Mario Lito Entura attacked and stabbed Rolando Juan. Pelis stabbed Juan once in
the abdomen, whereas Entura stabbed him in the upper left chest. The perpetrators fled,
and Juan was rushed to a nearby hospital, where he died the following day. A postmortem
examination detailed injuries to the thorax and abdomen, indicating the stab wound in the
thorax as the death cause. Arnold Pelis was arrested and charged with murder. During the
trial, an eyewitness, Mario Makahilig, positively identified Pelis as one of the assailants.
Pelis’ defense was alibi, claiming he was home asleep. The Regional Trial Court (RTC) found
him guilty of murder, based on conspiracy and treachery, ignoring the alibi due to his close
proximity to the crime scene. The court sentenced him with reclusion perpetua and financial
penalties to the victim’s heirs of P50,000.00 for civil indemnity, P30,000.00 for actual
damages, and P50,000.00 for moral damages.

Procedural Posture: Arnold Pelis appealed to the Court of Appeals (CA), which upheld the
RTC’s decision. The case was thereafter brought to the Supreme Court for final review.

Issues: The primary issue centered on the validity of the murder conviction, examining
elements of positive identification by the eyewitness, conspiracy, alibi, and qualifying
circumstances like treachery. The modification of civil liabilities in light of exemplary
damages due to treachery was also considered.

Court’s Decision: The Supreme Court affirmed the conviction. The court found the
eyewitness testimony credible and consistent, outweighing the alibi defense, especially as
Pelis did not establish physical impossibility to access the crime scene. The synchronized
attack reinforced conspiracy, demonstrating a unified intent to kill. Treachery was
confirmed as the attack was unexpected, and the unarmed Juan was unable to defend
himself. While affirming the RTC’s sentence, the Supreme Court revised civil liability,
adding P30,000.00 as exemplary damages due to treachery.

Doctrine: The doctrine from this case reiterates the precedence of positive identification
over alibi unless physical impossibility is established. It emphasizes conspiracy through
synchronized actions and clarifies treachery in cases of sudden attacks on unarmed victims,
thus elevating homicide to murder.

Class Notes:
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- Elements of Conspiracy: Unity of purpose, cooperative actions indicating a concerted plan.
- Treachery in Murder: Sudden/unexpected attack, victim unable to defend.

- Positive Identification Prevails Over Alibi

- Exemplary Damages: Awarded in cases with qualifying circumstances like treachery.

Historical Background: This case reflects the judicial process of balancing factual evidence
with legal principles, such as evidence hierarchy (positive identification over alibi) and
evaluating criminal actions’ nature (treachery as a qualifier to murder), mirroring evolving
interpretations in the Philippine justice system amidst advocacies for victims’ rights and just
reparations.
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