G.R. No. 74769. September 28, 1990 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title
**Beatriz F. Gonzales vs. Hon. Zoilo Aguinaldo and Teresa F. Olbes**

### Facts

**Estate Background:**

- The case involves the intestate estate of the deceased, Ramona Gonzales Vda. de Favis.

- Ramona is survived by four children: Asterio Favis, Beatriz F. Gonzales, Teresa F. Olbes,
and Cecilia Favis-Gomez.

- On October 25, 1983, the Regional Trial Court (RTC) appointed Beatriz F. Gonzales and
Teresa F. Olbes as co-administratrices of the estate.

**Initial Motion for Removal:**

- On November 11, 1984, while Beatriz was in the U.S. attending to her husband’s medical
treatment, Teresa filed a motion dated November 26, 1984, to remove Beatriz as co-
administratrix.

- The motion was based on claims that Beatriz was incapable or unsuitable for the role and
had committed detrimental acts. A copy was served to Beatriz’s counsel, Atty. Manuel
Castro, who had been suspended from legal practice since June 2, 1984.

**Responses and Judicial Orders:**

- Judge Zoilo Aguinaldo issued an order on December 4, 1984, requiring oppositions to
Teresa’s motion.

- Only Asterio Favis opposed Beatriz’s removal.

- On January 15, 1985, the court canceled Beatriz’'s appointment, citing conflicts between
the co-administratrices and Beatriz’s prolonged absence from the country as reasons.

- Beatriz filed a motion for reconsideration, which was opposed by Teresa and another heir,
Cecilia Gomez. The court denied the motion on May 7, 1986, stating it was in the best
interest of the estate for Teresa to be the sole administrator.

**Procedural Posture:**
- Beatriz filed a petition for certiorari with the Supreme Court, seeking to nullify the RTC
orders on grounds of grave abuse of discretion.

### Issues

1. **Was the removal of Beatriz F. Gonzales justifiable under Section 2, Rule 82 of the Rules
of Court?**
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2. **Did the alleged conflicts between the co-administratrices and Beatriz’s temporary
absence constitute grounds for her removal?**

3. **Can the probate court remove an administrator based on the preferences of some
heirs?**

##+# Court’s Decision
**Resolution of Issues:**

1. **Grounds for Removal under Section 2, Rule 82:**

- Section 2 permits removal for neglecting to render an account, failing to perform duties,
absconding, becoming insane, or becoming otherwise incapable or unsuitable.

- The Supreme Court found no evidence or valid fact indicating Beatriz violated any of these
provisions. The RTC failed to prove that Beatriz’s conduct met the criteria for removal under
the rule.

2. **Conflicts and Temporary Absence:**

- Conflicts between co-administratrices do not justify removal unless there is evidence of
misconduct or actions that endanger the estate.

- The Supreme Court ruled that Beatriz’s absence for her husband’s medical treatment, with
continued correspondence and delegation of tasks, did not signify neglect or incapability.
Temporary absence is not sufficient ground for disqualification.

3. **Heirs’ Preferences:**

- Removal of an administrator should not be influenced by the whims or preferences of
certain heirs.

- The court emphasized that administrative decisions should prioritize the efficient
administration of the estate and adhere strictly to legal standards.

**Final Judgement:**

- The Supreme Court granted Beatriz’s petition, reversing the RTC orders dated January 15,
1985, and May 7, 1986.

- Beatriz F. Gonzales was reinstated as co-administratrix of the estate.

### Doctrine

- **Administrator Protection and Legal Grounds for Removal:**
- Administrators have a considerable interest warranting protection from removal without
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just cause.

- Probative courts must rely on legally sufficient evidence and must adhere strictly to
statutory grounds delineated in Section 2, Rule 82 when considering the removal of an
administrator.

- **Temporary Absence of an Executor:**

- Temporary absence from the country for legitimate personal reasons, not intended as a
permanent change of residence, is insufficient to necessitate removal from the role of an
executor or administrator.

##4# Class Notes

1. **Section 2, Rule 82 of the Rules of Court:** Specifies the conditions under which an
executor or administrator can be removed.

2. **Role of Probate Court:** While it has discretion, it must support removal decisions with
substantial, legally valid evidence.

3. ¥*Conlflicts among Co-Administrators:** Internal disputes are not, on their own, sufficient
for removal unless they result in detrimental mismanagement.

4. **Preference of Heirs:** Removal of administrators should not be based on heir
preferences but must be grounded on statutory and evidentiary standards.

### Historical Background

The case reflects the judicial checks on the discretion exercised by probate courts in the
Philippines. It demonstrates the legal protections afforded to administrators and emphasizes
the judiciary’s role in ensuring fair and rule-based decisions in matters of estate
management, particularly during periods when familial disputes can heavily influence
administrative decisions.
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