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**Title:** National Artists for Literature Virgilio Almario et al. vs. The Executive Secretary et
al.

**Facts:**

1. **Creation and History of National Artist Award:**
–  In  1972,  President  Ferdinand  E.  Marcos  established  the  National  Artist  Award  via
Proclamation No. 1001, followed by Proclamation No. 1144 in 1973, which set up a National
Artists Awards Committee administered by the Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP).
– In 1992, Republic Act No. 7356 created the National Commission for Culture and the Arts
(NCCA), mandating it to handle cultural awards and advise the President regarding arts and
culture.

2. **Revised Guidelines for Award:**
– By September 2007, the NCCA and CCP jointly adopted revised guidelines, forming a
detailed nomination and selection process involving expert panels for thorough vetting.

3. **2009 Controversy:**
– Initial shortlist: 87 names were considered for the 2009 award.
– Final shortlist: 13 names, resulting in four final recommendations by the NCCA and CCP.
–  Recommendations  included  Manuel  Conde  (Film),  Ramon  Santos  (Music),  Lazaro
Francisco (Literature), and Federico Aguilar-Alcuaz (Visual Arts).

4. **Presidential Additions and Announcements:**
–  Despite the NCCA-CCP recommendation,  President  Gloria  Macapagal-Arroyo included
Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, Carlo Magno Jose Caparas, Francisco Mañosa, and Jose Moreno,
which sparked controversy due to bypassing of NCCA-CCP processes.

5. **Legal Actions:**
– Petitioners, comprising national artists and concerned cultural workers, challenged the
additions, arguing it violated due process and guidelines.
– The Supreme Court issued a status quo order halting the conferments pending resolution.

**Issues:**

1. **Standing:**
–  Whether  petitioners  have  legal  standing  to  challenge  the  President’s  additional
conferments.
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2. **Propriety of Injunctive Relief:**
– Appropriateness of prohibition and injunction as remedies given the enactments were
complete.

3. **Presidential Discretion Scope:**
– Limits to the President’s discretion to confer the award based on the NCCA and CCP’s
recommendations.

**Court’s Decision:**

1. **Standing:**
– **Granted:** National artists and specific nominees like Prof. Gemino Abad were found to
have a legitimate interest given the impact on the Order’s exclusivity and their personal
stake in the honor.

2. **Propriety of Remedies:**
– **Upheld:** The Court rationalized that the issue’s recurrence potential warranted merit
review despite moot aspects.

3. **Presidential Discretion:**
– **Limited:** The Court determined the President must adhere to the recommendations
and established processes of NCCA and CCP unless there is an abuse of discretion or the
nominee’s bad standing.
– The addition of Guidote-Alvarez, Caparas, Mañosa, and Moreno was deemed to exceed
presidential discretion, particularly as it deviated from established guidelines and Ushered
undue preference.

**Doctrine:**

1.  **Faithful  Execution  Clause:**  The  President  must  execute  laws  faithfully  and  not
contravene established legal guidelines (Constitution, Article VII, Section 17).
2.  **Equal  Protection Clause:** Differential  treatment without a rational  basis  between
nominees and bypassing established process violates constitutional mandates.
3. **Respect for Administrative Regulations:** Valid administrative regulations formulated
within statutory boundaries carry the force of law.

**Class Notes:**

1. **Standing in Cultural Disputes:** Legal interest and the doctrine of “exclusive honors”
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can confer standing.
2. **Transcendental Doctrine:** Significant, precedent-setting issues can merit relaxation of
procedural limitations.
3.  **Administrative Regulations:** Compliance with these is  pivotal;  they bind not only
agencies but also the executive’s discretionary powers.

**Key Statutes and Principles:**
– **Republic Act No. 7356:** Establishment and operational governance of the NCCA.
– **Executive Orders Nos. 236 and 435:** Regulation of cultural honors administration,
specifying Presidential discretion and procedural adherence.

**Historical Background:**
– This case illustrates the tension between artistic meritocracy and political discretion,
reflecting concerns of governance consistency and fairness over honorary awards. It roots
back to the Marcos era’s use of  cultural  institutions for nation-building and illustrates
evolving administrative oversight in the cultural sector.


