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**Title:** The United States vs. Augustus Hicks

**Facts:**

1. **Parties:** The plaintiff is the United States, and the defendant is Augustus Hicks.

2. **Background:** For approximately five years, from September 1902 to November 1907,
Augustus  Hicks,  an  Afro-American,  illicitly  lived  with  Agustina  Sola,  a  Christian  Moro
woman, in Parang, Cotabato, Moro Province. Their relationship ended in November 1907,
with Sola moving to live with her brother-in-law, Luis Corrales.

3.  **New Relationship:**  Shortly  after,  Agustina  Sola  entered  into  a  relationship  with
Wallace Current, a corporal in the U.S. Army, who then lived with her.

4.  **Incident  on  December  21,  1907:**  At  approximately  7:30  p.m.,  Augustus  Hicks,
accompanied by a soldier named Lloyd Nickens, visited Sola’s residence. Hicks requested
Current to come out of Sola’s room. After a brief conversation, Hicks drew a revolver, and
despite Current’s attempt to prevent the action, Hicks shot at Sola. The bullet struck Sola in
the left side of her breast, and she succumbed to her injuries over an hour later.

5.  **Actions Post-incident:** Upon firing the shot,  Edward Robinson, another individual
present, wrestled the gun from Hicks, who fled the scene and surrendered to Chief of Police
H.L. Martin. Hicks was subsequently arrested.

6. **Prosecution:** On February 8, 1908, the provincial fiscal filed a complaint charging
Hicks with murder. The Court of First Instance found Hicks guilty and sentenced him to
death, indemnified the heirs of the deceased in the amount of PHP 1,000, and imposed
costs. The case was then elevated to the Supreme Court for review.

**Issues:**

1. **Qualifying and Aggravating Circumstances:** Whether the crime committed qualifies as
murder  and  the  presence  of  any  qualifying  and  aggravating  circumstances,  such  as
treachery, premeditation, and committing the crime in the dwelling of the victim.

2. **Mitigating Circumstances:** Whether there are any mitigating circumstances, such as
loss of reason and self-control produced by jealousy, to reduce the criminal responsibility of
Augustus Hicks.
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**Court’s Decision:**

1. **Murder Qualification:** The Supreme Court affirmed that the crime committed by Hicks
constituted murder under Article 403 of  the Penal Code.  The act of  shooting Sola,  an
unarmed person caught off  guard in her own dwelling,  evidenced treachery (alevosia),
ensuring the consummation of the crime without risk to Hicks.

2.  **Aggravating  Circumstances:**  The  Court  identified  treachery  as  a  qualifying
circumstance, noting the sudden and unexpected attack. Additionally, premeditation was
evidenced by Hicks’s prior statements and preparatory actions, such as arming himself and
expressing his intention to kill Sola. The crime’s commission in Sola’s dwelling was another
aggravating factor.

3. **Mitigating Circumstances:** The Court found no mitigating circumstances to lessen
Hicks’s liability. The defense argued loss of reason due to jealousy. However, the Court
ruled  that  jealousy  originating  from  an  illicit  relationship  does  not  mitigate  criminal
responsibility under paragraph 7 of Article 9 of the Penal Code. Such emotions do not align
with legitimate feelings that might otherwise mitigate culpability.

4. **Affirmation of Lower Court’s Ruling:** The Supreme Court affirmed the judgment of the
Court of First Instance, upholding the decision to impose the death penalty, indemnification,
and costs. The death penalty was to be executed according to law with a provision for the
potential granting of pardon, which would subject Hicks to the accessory penalties under
Article 53 of the Penal Code unless remitted.

**Doctrine:**

1. **Treachery (Alevosia):** An assault that ensures the crime’s consummation without risk
to the perpetrator due to the sudden and unexpected nature of the attack qualifies as
treachery.

2. **Premeditation:** Prior intent to commit a crime, evidenced by actions and statements
preparing for and indicating the planned execution of the crime, can aggravate the offense.

3. **Mitigating Circumstances in Illicit Relationships:** Loss of reason or self-control due to
jealousy from an illicit relationship does not qualify as a mitigating circumstance.

**Class Notes:**
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1. **Murder Definition:** Defined and punished under Article 403 of the Penal Code.

2. **Qualifying Circumstances:** Treachery occurs when an action ensures the commission
of the crime without risk to the perpetrator.

3.  **Aggravating  Circumstances:**  Premeditation,  the  crime  committed  in  the  victim’s
dwelling.

4. **Mitigating Circumstances:** Only applies if originating from legitimate feelings, not
from illicit or immoral passions (Article 9, Paragraph 7 of the Penal Code).

5. **Accessory Penalties:** Refer to Article 53 of the Penal Code in cases of the death
sentence.

**Historical Background:**

The case reflects the complexities of illicit relationships and jealousy leading to heinous
crimes  during  the  American  colonial  period  in  the  Philippines.  The  reach  of  U.S.
jurisprudence crystallizes in the adoption of strict legal interpretations around qualifying
and aggravating circumstances, with an emphasis on intentions behind criminal acts. The
ruling underscores the judiciary’s role in adjudicating moral and legal principles amidst
evolving societal contexts.


