G.R. No. 129899. April 27, 2000 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title: People of the Philippines v. Rodolfo Villa, Jr. y Delgado

### Facts:

- **Early Morning, 22 June 1991:** Dionito Fernandez, while cutting grass in his yard in
New Cabalan, Olongapo City, was shot from behind and instantly killed by Rodolfo Villa, Jr.,
a CAFGU member.

- ¥Afterwards:** Ronald and Sheila Fernandez, children of Dionito, rushed to their father’s
aid. Villa shot Ronald fatally and Sheila was mortally wounded.

- ¥*Subsequent Incident:** Neighbor Samuel Eclevia attempted to disarm Villa but was also
shot and killed.

- **Surrender:** Rodolfo Villa, Jr. then surrendered to Captain Dolino of S2 OMDC.

- ¥*Charges and Arraignment:** Villa was charged with multiple counts of murder. On 3
October 1991, he pled not guilty but later indicated a desire to change his plea to guilty
while invoking self-defense concerning Dionito Fernandez.

- **Change of Plea:** The trial court conducted an inquiry and allowed the change of plea
after confirming Villa understood its consequences.

- **Representation Issues:** Villa’s counsel, Atty. Cipriano Dumpit, was replaced by Atty.
Romeo Alinea because of medical issues. Alinea requested a psychiatric examination for
Villa.

- **Pgychiatric Examination:** Initially conducted at Olongapo City General Hospital, which
recommended further evaluation. Villa was confined and treated at the National Center for
Mental Health (NCMH) in November 1994.

- **Evaluation Results (December 1994):** Diagnosed with schizophrenia, deemed
incompetent to stand trial.

- **Follow-up (June 1995):** Improved condition allowed trial resumption. Psychiatric
evaluations continued to be favorable for his competence to stand trial.

- **Trial Court Ruling (April 1997):** Insanity defense was disregarded; Villa was convicted
and sentenced to reclusion perpetua for each murder.

### Issues:
1. **Was Rodolfo Villa, Jr. insane during the commission of the crimes, thereby exempting
him from criminal liability?**

##4# Court’s Decision:

- **Affirmation of Judgement:** The Supreme Court affirmed Villa’s conviction. It reviewed
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the evidence and found that while Villa was initially diagnosed with insanity, the actions and
consistent memories detailed after the crime negated the complete absence of intelligence
required for an insanity defense.

- **Rationale:**

- **Evidence of Realization and Remorse:** The ability to surrender, show remorse, and
narrate the events cogently immediately after the crimes were inconsistent with an insane
state.

- **Detailed Sworn Statement:** Villa’s detailed remembrance and justification of his
actions indicated mental soundness.

- **Burden of Proof:** The presumption of sanity was not sufficiently rebutted by the
defense. Insanity requires clear and convincing evidence, which was lacking.

- **Pgychiatric Reports Consideration:** The reports did not conclusively establish insanity
during the commission of the crimes, focusing instead on his condition during confinement.

### Doctrine:

- **Presumption of Sanity:** Legal presumption that actions are voluntary and that
individuals are of sound mind. Overcoming this presumption with an insanity defense
requires clear and convincing evidence demonstrating total deprivation of reason and
discernment at the time of the act.

### Class Notes:

- ¥*Key Elements:**

1. **Insanity Defense (PSY 199; Article 12, RPC):** Requires proof of total deprivation of the
power to discern and complete absence of freedom of will during the commission of the
crime.

2. ¥*Mitigating Circumstance (Article 13, RPC):** A plea of guilt can mitigate sentences.

3. ¥*Indeterminate Sentence Law:** Allows for adjusting the range of sentences to tailor the
punishment more appropriately to the specifics of the case.

### Historical Background:

- ¥*Context:** The case emerged during a period when the Philippines grappled with issues
of public safety and the accountability of its auxiliary forces, such as CAFGU members, for
abuses. The case showcases the judiciary’s stance on the rigorous demands required to
substantiate an insanity defense, balancing psychiatric evaluations with behavioral
evidence. It highlights the prescriptive norms of criminal liability and exceptions rooted in
mental health considerations.
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