A.C. NO. 6353. February 27, 2006 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title: Spouses David and Marisa Williams v. Atty. Rudy T. Enriquez

### Facts:

1. **Purchase and Title Issuance**: Marisa Williams purchased a lot, leading to the issuance
of a Transfer Certificate of Title (TCT) in her name, stating her as “Filipino, married to
David W. Williams, an American citizen.”

2. **Falsification Charge**: On January 8, 2004, Atty. Rudy T. Enriquez charged Marisa
Williams with falsification of public documents over her citizenship status in the deed of
purchase, docketed as I.S. No. 2004-34 at the Office of the City Prosecutor, Dumaguete City.

3. **Litigation and Legal Actions**:

- ¥*Qutdated Law Citation**: Enriquez cited outdated laws claiming Marisa lost her Filipino
citizenship upon marrying an American, thus being prohibited from land ownership.

- **Counter-Affidavit by Complainants**: Marisa Williams cited Article IV, Section 4 of the
1987 Constitution maintaining she retains her Filipino citizenship unless explicitly
renounced.

- ¥*Motion by Respondent**: Enriquez filed a “Comments by Way of Motion to Dismiss,”
insisting the disbarment complaint was baseless and a diversion from the criminal charges.

4. **Disbarment Complaint**: The Spouses Williams filed a Joint Complaint-Affidavit for
disbarment, alleging Enriquez’s conduct as dishonest, immoral, and knowing misapplication
of laws for extortion.

5. **Referral to IBP**: The case was referred to the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP)
on December 1, 2004. The IBP Commission on Bar Discipline held a mandatory conference,
and upon failure of the complainants to appear, directed the submission of position papers.

6. **IBP Findings**:

- **Complainants’ Position**: Alleged Enriquez’s intentional filing of frivolous cases as
malicious extortion.

- **Respondent’s Defense**: Maintained Marisa’s loss of citizenship through marriage.

7. ¥*Commissioner’'s Recommendations**: Commissioner Rebecca Villanueva-Maala
recommended a six-month suspension for gross ignorance of the law.

8. **Final IBP Resolution**: Modified the recommendation to a reprimand with a warning,
advising Enriquez to carefully study his legal opinions.
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### Issues:

1. *Whether Atty. Rudy T. Enriquez committed gross ignorance of the law**:

- Citing outdated laws misinterpreting the 1987 Philippine Constitution regarding
citizenship retention for women upon marrying foreigners.

2. ¥*Whether the acts of Atty. Enriquez constituted a violation of the Code of Professional
Responsibility, particularly Canon 5, mandating lawyers to keep themselves updated on
legal developments.

### Court’s Decision:

- **Gross Ignorance of the Law**: The Supreme Court upheld that Enriquez exhibited gross
ignorance by incorrectly applying outdated laws against the explicit provisions of the 1987
Constitution. The decision underscored the obligation of lawyers, especially retired judges,
to stay informed of current laws and jurisprudence.

- ¥Administrative Liability**: The Court agreed with the IBP’s finding of Enriquez’s
administrative liability but found a suspension too severe. Given his first offense, a
reprimand was deemed sufficient with a stern warning against future misconduct.

### Doctrine:

- *¥Canon 5 of the Code of Professional Responsibility**: A lawyer must keep abreast of
legal developments and participate in continuing legal education.

- **Retained Filipino Citizenship**: Section 4, Article IV of the 1987 Constitution asserts

that Filipino citizens who marry aliens retain their citizenship unless explicitly renounced.

### Class Notes:

1. *Gross Ignorance of the Law**:

- Lawyers must stay informed on legal updates.

- Citation: Canon 5 of the Code of Professional Responsibility.

- Definition and demonstration by failed interpretation of citizenship retention laws.

2. **Retention of Citizenship**:

- **Constitutional Provision**: Article IV, Section 4 of the 1987 Constitution on citizenship
retention.

- Practical Application: Misapplication of law due to outdated references.

3. **Disciplinary Actions**:
- **Standard for Reprimand**: First-time infraction, lack of prior disciplinary record.
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- *IBP Guidelines for Lawyer Sanctions**: Evaluates duty violated, mental state, injury
caused, aggravating, and mitigating factors.

### Historical Background:

- **Legal Profession Integration**: The IBP’s objectives of improving legal standards and
administration reflect a broader historical effort to uphold the purity and proficiency of the
legal profession.

- **1987 Constitution**: Post-Marcos era intended to solidify democratic principles,
including clear retention of citizenship, responding to previous ambiguous practices under
martial law.
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