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Title: People of the Philippines vs. Guillermo Casipit y Radam (302 Phil. 676)

Facts:
Myra Reynaldo,  a  14-year-old sixth grader,  was left  in  the care of  Guillermo Casipit’s
parents while her father went to Manila for a medical checkup. On September 19, 1986,
Guillermo, 22, invited Myra to go to the town proper of Alaminos to buy rice and bananas.
After reaching Alaminos, he convinced her to continue to Dagupan for lower prices and
watch a movie. They watched a movie until 6 PM, had dinner, and headed back to Barangay
Victoria. They took shelter in a hut during a heavy rain in Barangay Talbang. Inside the hut,
Guillermo laid down and told Myra to do the same. He then proceeded to remove her
panties, threatened her with a knife, tied her hands, and raped her. The next morning, they
returned home separately.

When  Myra  reached  home,  her  cousin  Rogelio  Casipit  observed  she  was  walking
abnormally. Her aunt Nenita Rabadon inquired, and Myra narrated the incident. Nenita and
Myra reported to the barangay captain Bruno Carambas. Guillermo denied the allegations.
Myra was examined by Susan Cabigas and Elsa Carambas, who found redness and blood
stains. They reported the incident to the police the following day, and Myra underwent a
medical examination revealing a fresh healing laceration on the perineum and hymen but no
spermatozoa. A criminal complaint was filed on September 26, 1986.

Procedurally,  Guillermo Casipit  was  charged with  rape  in  the  Regional  Trial  Court  in
Lingayen, Pangasinan. After trial, he was found guilty and sentenced to reclusion perpetua
and  indemnify  Myra  P30,000  for  moral  damages.  Guillermo appealed,  maintaining  his
innocence and claiming consensual sex due to their alleged romantic involvement.

Issues:
1. Whether the trial court erred in giving more weight to the testimony of the prosecution
witnesses than to the defense’s evidence.
2. Whether the absence of external physical injuries on Myra negates the occurrence of
rape.
3. Whether the victim’s consent can be inferred from their prior interactions and Myra’s
conduct during and after the alleged rape incident.
4. Whether the relationship between the victim and the accused could discredit the claim of
rape.

Court’s Decision:
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1. Credibility of Testimonies:
The Supreme Court affirmed the trial court’s decision, emphasizing that trial courts are in
the best position to assess witness credibility, having observed their demeanor and manner
of testifying. The Court found Myra’s account credible and consistent, particularly with the
immediate reporting to family and authorities, and the medical examination findings.

2. Absence of Physical Injuries:
The Court ruled that the absence of external injuries does not disprove the occurrence of
rape. Physical injury is not a requisite element for rape; rather, the presence of force or
intimidation suffices, which in this case included the use of a knife and the victim’s inability
to physically resist due to the appellant’s superior strength.

3. Victim’s Behavior:
The Court dismissed arguments suggesting Myra consented due to her conduct. Going on a
movie date did not imply consent to sexual intercourse. The isolated setting, her tender age,
and immediate denunciation of the incident further undermined consent claims.

4. Relationship Between Parties:
The alleged romantic relationship was not substantiated by evidence and was inconsistent
with Myra’s immediate and public reporting of the assault, reflectively negating voluntary
consent. The Court underscored the legal and social responsibility to protect minors, whose
testimonies about sexual abuse are given credence in judicial proceedings.

Doctrine:
1. Testimony of young victims in sexual offense cases receives special credence.
2. Absence of physical injury does not negate the occurrence of rape; force or intimidation,
assessed from the victim’s perspective, suffices.
3. Consent for social activities (e.g., movie date) does not imply consent for sexual relations.
4. Immediate reporting of sexual abuse and credible, consistent testimony are significant
factors in affirming claims of non-consensual intercourse.

Class Notes:
– Elements of Rape: Use of physical force or intimidation, lack of consent, penetration.
– Victim’s age and immediate reporting amplify credibility.
– Relationship and prior conduct are inadequate defences against rape charges if evidence
of non-consensual intercourse exists.

Historical Background:
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This case unfolded within a broader socio-legal context in the Philippines, emphasizing the
need for  robust  protection  of  minor  victims  of  sexual  offenses.  Reflecting  the  judicial
system’s heightened sensitivity and legal framework prioritizing the safety and integrity of
youth, the case underscores the judicial duty to scrutinize claims of consensual encounters,
especially  when  involving  minors.  The  case  exemplifies  judiciary’s  role  in  balancing
evidentiary standards and victim protection.


