G.R. NO. 157447. April 29, 2005 (Case Brief / Digest)

**Title: Evangelista v. Santiago**

*Facts:**

- **Historical Background:** Don Hermogenes Rodriguez received a vast tract of land
dubbed “Hacienda Quibiga” from the Queen of Spain, documented by a Spanish title. Ismael
Favila claimed to be a successor to Don Rodriguez.

- **Events Leading to Dispute:**

- April 15, 1994 & June 2, 1994: Ismael Favila executed Deeds of Assignment for Sitio
Panayawan parcels located in Barangay San Rafael, Montalban, to various plaintiffs in
exchange for their labor on the property.

- Respondent, Carmelino Santiago, held Transfer Certificates of Titles (TCTs) stemming
from Original Certificate of Title (OCT) No. 670, dated February 13, 1913.

- Santiago’s predecessor, Isabel Manahan y Francisco, initially held OCT No. 670, later
transferred to Santiago via a December 28, 1968 Deed of Donation.

**Procedural Posture:**

- *¥[nitial Legal Action:** On April 29, 1996, plaintiffs filed for the nullity of Santiago’s titles,
alleging defects in OCT No. 670 and claiming the land based on their deeds from Favila.

- **Defendant’s Defense:** Santiago presented affirmative defenses for dismissal:

- Plaintiffs lacked legal capacity, stating no cause of action.

- Invoking the indefeasibility of TCTs under the Torrens system.

- Highlighting P.D. No. 892 which invalidated reliance on old Spanish titles for registration.
- **Trial Court:** The RTC dismissed the complaint, citing that reversion actions must be
filed by the State.

- ¥*Court of Appeals:** Affirmed the RTC’s decision, rejecting the appeal.

- **Supreme Court:** Petition for review under Rule 45 was filed, arguing lack of
substantial evidence for dismissal and questioning the applicability of P.D. 892’s conditions.

**[ssues:**

1. Whether the RTC erred by dismissing the complaint primarily based on Engr. Naval’s
legal conclusions.

2. Whether the trial court’s decision to dismiss the complaint was unsupported by adequate
evidence.

3. The applicability of P.D. 892 and its exceptions regarding the use of Spanish titles.

4. The possibility of prescriptions applying to an action to quiet title.

**Court’s Decision:**
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- **Point of Law Analysis:**

- ¥Issue 1:** Supreme Court found that the dismissal, influenced by Naval’s testimony,
should have been weighed differently since it comprised legal conclusions rather than
factual evidence. However, the focus was correctly on the legislated requirements.

- **Issue 2:** The plaintiffs did not possess legitimate titles as their claims remained based
on outmoded Spanish titles, invalidated under P.D. 892.

- ¥*Issue 3:**f The exception in P.D. 892 requires proof of actual possession for Spanish titles
to be acknowledged, but no applications under Act No. 496 post-1976 were alleged.

- ¥Issue 4:** Supreme Court underscored that claims for removing title clouds must be
timely. Since their bases for ownership (Spanish titles) were already legally ineffective, no
prescription principles were relevant.

- **Final Ruling:** The court dismissed the petition, sustaining lower courts by underscoring
the petitioners did not state actionable claims because the Deeds of Assignment lacked legal
grounds post-P.D. No. 892.

**Doctrine:**

- **Legal Capacity and Real Party-in-Interest:** Actions for reversion and the annulment of
titles based on fraud belong to the State.

- *P.D. No. 892:*f Spanish titles are ineffective sans registration under the modern Torrens
system.

- **Quieting of Title:** Proper legal or equitable title or interest is mandatory to bring
forward such action.

**Class Notes:**

1. **Real Party-in-Interest:** Plaintiff must possess legitimate claim title.

2. *Torrens System Primacy:** Indefeasibility and conclusiveness of registered Torrens
titles unless contested by the state.

3. **Section 14, P.D. No. 1529:** Simplicity of statute on who may apply for land title
registration confirming no reliance on outdated Spanish documentation.

4. **Trust in Public Office Action:** Default presumption favoring titles issued by
governmental authorities.

**Historical Background:**

The case reflects the transition from Spanish mortgage registration to the Philippine
Torrens system, aimed at ensuring definitive land title records. Presidential Decree No. 892
was a notable legislative move to streamline and secure title registration, essentially
annulling older Spanish-based claims without proper registration under updated statutes,
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thus pivotal for this case’s resolution.
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